
Welcome to TakingITGlobal’s Petitions tutorial! We’ve created this guide 
to help you create a compelling petition, collect signatures online and 
push for positive social change on the issues that you care about.

Before we begin to create this petition, it is important to think about the following:

• Have a specific goal and target in mind.

• Know about the decision makers:

• Do they have the power to decide in this case?

•  What do the decision makers care about? Who are they responsible to?

•  How can you get their constituents to demonstrate 
strong support for your petition?

INTRODUCTION

Now let’s get started!



8.  Deadline: Select the date as to when your petition 
needs to be done.

9.  Photos & Videos: Add some visuals. You can add a 
video message or pictures that will help you create a 
more compelling presentation of your cause to others:

 o  You can upload up to five images from your 
computer to add to your petition.

 o  Video is added just below the image widget, copy 
the link from Youtube or Vimeo to the content box

10.  Create Petition: You are all done! Click on the button 
and your petition will be ready for the world to see.

CREATE YOUR OWN PETITION

STEP 1

– TIG STYLE!

To create your own petition go to http://petitions.tigweb.
org and click on the ‘Start a Petition’ button. In this page 
you will be a able to create your own petition. Make sure 
to fill in the required information (marked with an *), and 
hit the ‘Create Petition’ button at the bottom!

1.  Preferred Language: Select the appropriate language 
for your petition.

2.  Petition Title: When choosing a name, choose 
something brief but catchy - something that will make 
people want to click on it.

3.  Set your Goal: The barometer tool will help to visualize 
the progress for your cause. Remember to be realistic 
- look at the top petitions, and don’t anticipate going 
much beyond them (1,000,000 signatures is probably 
too much - 1,000, on the other hand, is reasonable). 
The goal should reflect how large of a community 
might be affected by your issue in question.

4.  Petition Alias: Your alias determines the URL of your 
petition - it will be linked to at petitions.tigweb.org/

your_petition_alias. Choose something that people 
can remember easily, so that they can access and share 
it with their friends!

5.  Petition Description: Make your petition description 
compelling and relevant to your audience:

 o  Include details of how the petition will be processed 
and delivered, how it will impact the community 
and the decision makers.

6.  Country Targeting: Add country targeting if your 
petition relates to a specific country, this can make your 
petition easier to find for your audience.

7.  Category: Choosing more than one category will make 
the petition easier to find in search, and it will also help 
develop the theme and cross-cutting impact of your 
issue. (max 3)
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A few tips to remember 

Setting a goal: The goal should be a 

SMART objective – Specific (not too 

broad or no one will want to take it on), 

Measurable (how will you know when it’s 

completed?), Attainable (be realistic and 

don’t expect too much), Relevant (don’t 

be too abstract or narrow), Timely (make 

it relate to a current issue).

Know your audience: It’s important 

to choose a target audience that can 

respond to the petition in a meaningful 

way. You want to deliver the petition 

to someone with power and a motive 

to act in accordance with the wants of 

the signatories.

Create a compelling ask: When 

promoting the petition and getting 

signatures, be sure to reach out to your 

personal networks, blogs, community 

organizations with similar goals, and 

various media channels. Make the 

cause personable and meaningful; 

people should get a sense of how 

it affects them. Try to capitalize on 

current press coverage to connect 

the issues of the day to the causes of 

your petition.

A compelling petition summary begins 

with a call to action, to tell people right 

away why they are signing. It can also 

provide background information and 

supporting facts, and then end with a 

final call to action and any additional 

information (including links and an 

image). Remember to proofread!

Once you’ve created your petition, add your name to 

sign it! After that, you have some more options:

•  You can view and edit the content of the petition 
for the first 24 hours. After that, you can only 
view it.

•  You can see who’s signing it. Take note of who 
they are and where they’re from, this can help you 
to understand who’s connecting with your cause.
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STEP 2
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PROMOTE

Once your petition content is good to go, you can begin 
to promote your campaign on the TakingITGlobal website 
or the rest of the web. We design the pages so that you 
can easily raise awareness by sharing through Twitter, 
Facebook and Google+ right from the top right of the 
petitions page.

In addition to this, we created an embeddable 
widget that you can embed into other sites so 
you can further promote your cause.

1.  Start by selecting the Widget tab from the navigation bar at 

the top.

2.  From there, select either a horizontal or vertical layout along 

with the dimensions you desire. 

3.  The site will generate a preview and adjust the code as you 

make this selection. 

4.  When the look and feel is right, simply copy the code 

generated and paste it into the website where you’d like 

the widget to appear. Save the changes in the content 

management system for this website, and you should be 

good to go.
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STEP 3

WHAT’S NEXT?

Following up

Once you’ve got your signatures, move into offline action in the 

form of phone calls and letters to the target, as well as press 

conferences and meetings. From the Signatures tab you can 

download a record of who has signed your petition to deliver to 

your target decision maker. 

When communicating with this target, be polite and respectful, 

and clear with your purpose. Give them details and reasoning, 

as well as logistics. Again, be sure to proofread any documents, 

and send it to the right person.

Conclusion

We’ve created this tool, now it’s up to you to spread your 

message of positive social change. What will you campaign for ? 

We can’t wait to find out!

If you have any further comments or questions please send us a 

message through info@takingitglobal.org
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