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Introduction 
 
 
Young people play a crucial role in the prospect for development and should be 
included in every National Development Plan for the achievement of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). But reality shows that attention to youth 
has not been enough and more needs to be done to make sure that special 
attention is given to young people, especially with regards to education, 
employment and health. The signed Millennium Declaration by Governments 
promising to “free men, women and children from the dehumanizing conditions of 
extreme poverty”, committing developed and developing countries alike to eight 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) will need an integrated participatory 
process from all sectors. In view of this the youth has a pivotal role to play in 
community development to achieving the MDGs by 2015 but the question is: up 
to which extent do young people actually take up community development 
initiatives?  
 
 
Objectives of the Seminar 
 

The Training Seminar was convened to celebrate the Global Youth Service Day, 
which is the largest annual celebration of young volunteers, where millions of 
young people in countries everywhere highlight and carry out thousands of 
community improvement projects. GYSD offers a way for local, national, and 
international organizations to:  

• BUILD the capacity of an international network of organizations that 
promotes youth participation, service, and learning;  

• EDUCATE the public, the media, and policy-makers about the year-round 
contributions of young people as community leaders around the world;  

• MOBILIZE youth and adults to meet the needs of their communities 
through volunteering; and 

• LEARN and share effective practices in youth service, youth voice, and 
civic engagement in the world today. 

 

Methodology 

 
The Training Seminar, which was organized by YOUR-NET, was in two 
sessions and took place over a period of three hours from 2:30pm – 5:30pm 
22nd April 2007. The training focused on these areas;  

First session: what is Community? How to identify the needs of your Community 
and the role one can play to create a change. 

Second session: Brief history about the MDGs, The 8 goals-outline and how they 
can be achieved. 
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Each session had three to five questions; participants had 5 minutes within which 
they were to respond. 

  

Participation 
 
About 30 selected youth leaders form Ashaley-Botwe, in Adenta, a suburb of 
Accra, participated in the Seminar. Majority of the participants were between the 
ages of 12 and 20 and a few of them were between 20 and 25 years old. They 
are leaders of youth serving organizations in the community. They have some 
experience in employment, education and other issues that border on the 
development of young people.  
 
 
Moderators 
 
The Training Seminar was moderated by: 
 

Aaron Nii Lamte Lawson: He is a trained youth development worker 
and a teacher by profession, serving as a volunteer for RESPECT GHANA, an 
NGO working to assists refugees in Ghana. He has both a Diploma in Youth in 
Development Work, from the Institute of Adult Education as well as a Certificate 
in HIV/AIDS Counseling and Care-giving from the University of Ghana Legon. 
Currently he is a member of Debate To Action (DTA) project, a British Council 
and World Bank Institute initiative, aimed at building the capacity of youth and 
youth organizations on the MDG’s and their various poverty reduction policies. 
He also serves as a consultant for youth organizations and as a facilitator on 
capacity building training. 
 

Cyril Nii Offei France: He holds a certificate in Marketing and has 
worked extensively in HIV/AIDS advocacy during his post-secondary education 
at The Academy of Business Administration. He is a member of the Youth In 
Action project, a Global Youth Action Network (GYAN Ghana) and World Bank 
Institute initiative. He contributed immensely to the E-Consultation on Youth 
Participation in Poverty Reduction Strategies hosted by the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) in collaboration with the World Bank Institute. He 
has played an extensive role in national youth dialogue and advocacy, on issues 
involving “Youth and Job Creation”, “rights for Women and Children”, and other 
pressing global maladies. 
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WELCOME MESSAGE FOR THE TRAINING SEMINAR 
 

Message from Ernest Asiedu Odei, Director of YOUR-NET 
 
Thank you all for taking out time to participate in this Training Seminar on The 
Role of the Youth in Community Development. It is my pleasure to declare open 
this Training Seminar for young leaders from this community! What an occasion 
to dialogue with you: the leaders of today's global youth movement and of 
tomorrow's world!  
 
It’s time for the youth of this country to prepare adequately in terms of personal 
development in other to be real agents of change in their communities. 

The Global Youth Service Day, where millions of young people in countries 
everywhere highlight and carry out thousands of community improvement 
projects, is the largest annual celebration of young volunteers. GYSD offers a 
way for local, national, and international organizations to:  

• BUILD the capacity of an international network of organizations that 
promotes youth participation, service, and learning;  

• EDUCATE the public, the media, and policy-makers about the year-round 
contributions of young people as community leaders around the world;  

• MOBILIZE youth and adults to meet the needs of their communities 
through volunteering; and 

• LEARN and share effective practices in youth service, youth voice, and 
civic engagement in the world today. 

 
I formally welcome you all to this noble event to better the lives of the present 
and next generation and urge you to utilize this opportunity and knowledge you 
will be acquiring to help the community’s development agenda. 
Thank you!     
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SUMMARY OF FIRST SESSION: 
 
Topic discussed: The role of the youth in community development. 
 
Question 1 
How do you understand the word community? 
 
Responses 
• “It is a place where people from different tribes and different background 

live”  
                                                                                               Festus Botchway 

 
Question 2 
Name some of the problems in the community. 
 
Responses 
• “Unemployment”                                                                     Jennifer Davon 
• “Lack of water”                                                                        Stephen Selasi 
• “The load shedding is affecting our studies and business, since most of 

them uses power for their business”                                    Rebecca Mensah 
 

Participants were then divided into four (4) groups for an activity. 
 
Group 1: Question 
Write down three things you can do to help your community.  
 
Group 2: Question 
Write down three things you want the government to do to develop your 
community. 
 
Group 3: Question 
Write down three things you can do to help people to develop the community. 
 
Group 4: Question 
 Write down three things you can do to educate people to send their children 
to school. 
 
Participants had 5 minutes within which to produce responses! 
 
Responses 
Group 1: 

• “By contributing to communal labor”                                      Stephen Doe 
• “By educating the people on HIV/AIDS and community cleanliness ”    

                                                                                                Salomay Agbenavor                   
• “To help the police work, by giving information on bad people in the 

community”                                                                            Daniel Adialu 
 
Group 2: 

• “Provision of job opportunities”                                             Bright Tawiah 
• “Provision of financial assistance to people in need”       Matilda Danquah 
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• “Building hospitals and schools for the community”      Emmanuel Odartei 
  

Group 3: 
•  “Building of schools through GET Fund and helping them with some 

items such as shoes, dresses etc.                                             Eric Edem 
• “Forming groups to work together in the community”          Kwame Dogbe 
• “Making good examples for people to follow”                      Charles Tetteh 

Group 4: 
•  “By educating the parent about the importance of going to school” 
                                                                                             Edem Ama Morne 
• “By encouraging our friends who are not in school to let their parents 

send them to school”                                                        Saviour Kponyoh  
• “Take advantage of the free basic education”                     Lukase Sagent  

 

 
Participants in the second group 
 
 
Question from a participant:  
“But there are people who have never gone to school before and yet have 
made it in life what about that?” 
                                                                                                                                   Eyram 
 
Answer from a participant: 
“In this age, education is necessary since there are people who have money 
but do not know how to manage it because they lack education” 
                                                                                                        Edem Dogbey 
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Suggestions and Comments 
• Some participants of the workshop suggested the creation of a 

community club which would reunite them after their training. 

• Participant suggested they create a platform by which they could meet 
after the program, to embark on a project to develop the community   

  
A cross-section of some participants 
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SUMMARY OF SECOND SESSION: 

This session began with an activity to capture the participant’s attention and 
break the ice. 

Topic discussed the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

Question 1 

Have you heard of the MDGs and do you know what they are? 

Responses 

• Some of the respondents did not know what the MDGs were.  A few 
had heard of it but didn’t have any profound knowledge either. 

Lecture: Overview of the MDGs 

• Meaning of the MDGs 
• Brief history about the MDGs 

 
M – Millennium  
D – Development 
Gs – Goals 
 
The moderator said “189 heads of Governments promised to end poverty by 
2015 and to that effect signed the Millennium Declaration promising to – free 
men, women and children from the dehumanizing conditions of extreme 
poverty – this committed them to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)   
 
The moderator stated that; the MDGs are set of eight (8) goals namely 

 
• Goal 1…………………………..Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger  
 
• Goal 2………………...…………….Achieve Universal Primary Education  
 
• Goal 3…………………Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women 
 
• Goal 4………………………………………………..Reduce Child Mortality 
 
• Goal 5………..……………………………………Improve Maternal Health 
 
• Goal 6…………………...Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other Diseases 
 
• Goal 7………………………..………Ensure Environmental Sustainability 
 
• Goal 8…………………..…Develop Global Partnership for Development 

 
Each goal was explained to the participants. 
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Participants were given the opportunity for Questions, suggestions, and 
comments. 
 

Responses 

“If our government also signed, then I plead with them, to fulfill their promise 
to end poverty by 2015 and they should deliver and not fail us”.   
                                                                                                                     Eric Amponsah 

 What can we do as young people to achieve the MDGs? 

Moderators Response 

Out line of what you can do as young people is by raising awareness through 
the following means; 

• Organising an MDG open forum 
• Organising an MDG art contest  
• Distributing MDG flyers, bookmarks and postcards 
• Writing articles for publishing in print and on-line 
• Forming a MDGs club in your schools to educate other students 
 

Participants were then divided into three (3) groups with eight members in 
each group for a group work. 
 
 
Question for the group work 
How can each of the goals be achieved or what can you do for the goals to be 
achieved? 
  
Group 1: were asked to tackle Goals 1, 2 and 3  

• Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger 
• Achieve Universal Primary Education 
• Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women 

 
Group 2: were asked to tackle Goals 4, 5 and 6 

• Reduce Child Mortality 
• Improve Maternal Health 
• Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other Diseases 

 
Group 3: were asked to tackle Goals 6, 7 and 8 

• Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other Diseases 
• Ensure Environmental Sustainability 
• Develop Global Partnership for Development 
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The moderator making a presentation on the MDGs  
 

 

 

Participants Response form the Group Work 

Group 1: Goals 1, 2 and 3 

• “parent and their children needs to be encouraged to take advantage of 
the free basic education and the school feeding program to send their 
school going age children to school”                           Salomay Agbenavor 

• “we need to go into farming so there will be more food and sell the 
remaining food stuffs”                                                                  Jennifer Davon 

• “we need to educate our parents on gender so they will send our 
sisters and girls to school”                                                                 Eric Edem 

Group 2: Goal 4, 5 and 6 

• “mothers should take instructions seriously on how to take their drugs 
during pregnancy “                                                                      Kwame Dogbe  

• “pregnant women should see the Doctor regularly”     Emmanuel Odartei 
• “people need to be educated on the dangers of HIV/AIDS and how to 

prevent it”                                                                       Matilda Danquah 

Group 3: Goals 6, 7 and 8 

• “we need to organise regular programs on how we can prevent  
HIV/AIDS and other Diseases”                                       Rebecca Mensah 

• “we need to ensure environmental cleanness by removing stagnant 
waters to prevent the breed of mosquitoes”                      Lukase Sagent 

• “Through the use of the internet we can communicate, learn and share 
ideas with our friends in the other parts of the world to enhance global 
partnership for development”                                            Eric Amankwah 
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 CONCLUSION  

 
The Training Seminar showed that very few of the participants were involved 
in community development programs. It also created an opportunity to identify 
young people who have the passion for community development activities. 
The training also revealed that most of the participants had minimal or non-
existent knowledge of the MDGs.  
 
Furthermore, only few participants had deep knowledge of how they could 
undertake community work prior to joining the Training Seminar. The dialogue 
created awareness of these processes and the important role the young 
people could play in them. The Training Seminar also provided the 
opportunity to learn about the MDGs and how young people can play an 
active role for its achievement by 2015. The major thematic issues relevant to 
youth covered in the discussion were education, heath, employment and 
youth participation.  
 
The Training Seminar presented opportunities for young people to share 
experiences on their participation in community development activities. As the 
summaries above show, participants proposed several initiatives on what they 
can do for their communities and what the government can also do to help the 
community. They also suggested the formation of youth clubs in the 
community to undertake communal and other activities that will lead to the 
development of their communities. Finally they pleaded with the government, 
to be committed and focused as one of the signatories of the MDGs to end 
poverty by 2015.    
 
The outcome of this Training Seminar also indicates that young people are a 
creative and energetic resource that everyone must cultivate and nourish. 
They are leaders of tomorrow and today and need to be given greater 
attention in order to develop our communities as well as eliminate poverty to 
make our world a better one to live in.  

 
 

 

 

 


