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About IYPF – Who are we? How can you get involved?

The August 2007 Edition: Stand Up Against Poverty with 
IYPF

Welcome to our August 2007 edition of our newsletter. As you will see below, so 
much is happening! IYPF is all busy, everyone is working hard, and you will start 
seeing the results.

The feature, if you like, of this newsletter is our call out and invitation to YOU to 
attend or initiate a gathering of young professionals in your region as part of the 
global Stand Up Against Poverty day on (or around) October 17 2007. Check out 
the information and get involved! It is exciting for us to be starting to connect up our 
growing network of amazing young professionals – and to expand it by working in 
partnership with you, our members, to reach out to more young professionals 
around the world. There will also be at least two ‘virtual’ Stand Up events being run 
by IYPF on October 17 for those unable to connect with others or in person (or in 
addition to!). We will be using your gatherings and discussions – and another day of 
global meetings in February 2008 – as par of our preparations for IYPS 2008. 

While talking of IYPS 2008 – it is now less than on year until we will meet in 
Manchester! Visit our website at www.iyps.org and join our email list for more 
information, connect to the online discussions to help set the agenda for the event, 
and read more about the program. A further program update is due soon. 
Applications will also open in the very near future! Spread the word to your 
colleagues and networks – it is shaping up to be a great event.

This month we come back to a topic we addressed in detail last year – Governance 
for Development. Governance, especially at the global level, is very much on the 
agenda as discussions are well under way on a post-Kyoto framework to address 
global warming. While on that topic, we are also hoping to have our IYPF Climate 
Strategy released in the next month or two! Contact us if you have any last minute 
ideas. 

In peace  

Cameron, CEO

A global community of young professionals creating a better world 
for current and future generations through local and global action
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CHALLENGED TO SPEAK OUT!

Within a 24-hour period on October 17 2007, millions of people around the globe will physically and 
symbolically "STAND UP" to communicate their desire to fight poverty and to hold their governments 
and leaders accountable for promises to end poverty by 2015.

STAND UP coincides with the International Day of Poverty Eradication and the White Band Day of the 
Global Call to Action against Poverty. It relies fully on citizen participation. Last year, more than 23 
million people in 87 countries stood up and took action.

To ensure the inclusion of those not physically able to stand up, a symbolic act of raising a hand, 
wearing a white band, or holding up a banner with the "Stand Up Against Poverty" message will also 
be counted.

7 July 2007 marked the half way point to achieve the MDGs. As the information on the following pages 
show, there is a lot of progress still to be made if we are to achieve the promise of these goals. 

IYPF and the Millennium Campaign hope to have a strong political impact reminding our leaders of 
their promise and telling them that the world has stood up to publicly demand poverty eradication. The 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals should be regarded as a political priority. There 
are no excuses for not achieving them by 2015.

To this end, the IYPF is calling on you to organise or join an informal local, national or regional IYPF 
meetings of 2+ people as part of Stand Up on (or around) October 17. At the event, the Stand Up
pledge will be read and discussions facilitated on how young professionals can help to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Organisers are asked to write up the discussions, a brief 
report on the event and send it to the IYPS 2008 (www.iyps.org) team, along with at least one digital 
photo. Our team will compile an overall report to send to the Millennium Campaign. We will also the 
report at IYPS 2008 to ensure more views are head during the event. The pictures, event information 
and selected quotes will also be incorporated in to future IYPF newsletters and on our website. 

See a list of events already being planned here: www.iyps.org/iyps08/regional_local_events.htm.

Stand Up for 1.1 billion people living on less than $1 a day.
Speak Out for the Millennium Development Goals.

Take an Action to make world leaders listen
Stand Up and be counted

Stand Up and be heard

If you decided to take a positive action and need more info about how to organise an IYPF Stand Up 
Event, Contact Eddy Nicholas Ombudo Orinda – MDG Coordinator (IYPS 2008) via
eddyorinda@iypf.org.

Also, the Millennium Campaign has prepared an “Event in A Box” containing useful information, tips 
and STAND UP materials which will be available to download from the website 
www.millenniumcampaign.org. The pack includes a flyer, brochure and set of logos to 
download. These materials can be adapted and used for your event to produce posters, banners, t-
shirts, fliers, placards, etc.
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS AND THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MDG’S AND SNAPSHOTS OF 

PROGRESS

In September 2000, 189 heads of state and government came together at 
the United Nations for the Millennium Summit. At the Summit, leaders 
firmly committed to fight together against poverty and hunger, gender 
inequality, environmental degradation, and HIV/AIDS, while improving 
access to education, health care and clean water, all by 2015. These 
wide-ranging commitments gave birth to the eight Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG’s). The MDG’s are measurable – each one has a set of 
targets against which progress can be assessed. 

So six years ago leaders made a solemn promise to the world’s citizens. 
Let’s take a look at each Goal and some of the specific targets within 
those Goals to get a sense of where things stand on these promises.

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Fact: 1.1 billion people are forced to survive on less than $1 a day.

Target: The first goal aims to halve the proportion of people whose income 
is less than $1 a day. 

Progress: On current trends, this target will be met at the global level by 
2015.  However, the target will be met largely because of positive 
developments in Asia – in particular in India and China. While this success 
should not be underestimated, there are regions which are lagging and 
which will not make the necessary progress; this is particularly the case for 
sub-Saharan Africa.

Fact: Over 800 million people – almost twice the population of the 25-
country European Union – suffer from chronic hunger, meaning they do 
not get enough food to lead an active and healthy life.  

Target: Goal 1 also aims to halve the proportion of people who suffer from 
chronic hunger.  

Progress: The percentage of the world’s population suffering from chronic 
hunger has fallen somewhat in recent years. Modest progress is being 
registered in the worst affected regions – sub-Saharan Africa and South 
Asia. Nevertheless, the decline is slowing and is not currently sufficient to 
ensure that we meet the target by 2015.  

What is more, the fall in the proportion of people suffering from chronic 
hunger has not been enough to prevent the actual number of people 
suffering from hunger from increasing. Trends in East Asia provide some 
reason for concern: after falling in the early 1990s the absolute number of 
people suffering from chronic hunger is again rising.  

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education

Fact: Over 100 million school-age children are not in school and over 100 
million more children that are currently in school will leave without learning 
to read or write.  

Target: The second goal aims to ensure that, by 2015, girls and boys alike 
will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling. 

Progress: There is some progress on getting children into schools. Net 
enrollment ratios are increasing in the two regions which are most behind, 
i.e. sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia.  However, there is a need for 

QUICK FACTS

 1.1billion people are forced to 
survive on less than $1 a day

 Over 800 million people –
almost twice the population of 
the 25-country European 
Union – suffer from chronic 
hunger, meaning they do not 
get enough food to lead an 
active and healthy life.

 Over 100 million school-age 
children are not in school and 
over 100 million more children 
that are currently in school will 
leave without learning to read 
or write.

 More than one in five girls of 
primary-school age around the 
world is not in school.

 Each year almost 11 million 
children under the age of 5 die 
in developing countries, most 
of them from preventable 
causes. [11 million is more 
than the entire population of 
Belgium]

 Death in childbirth is a rare 
event in rich countries, where 
there are typically fewer than 
10 maternal deaths for every 
100,000 live births. In the 
poorest countries of Africa and 
Asia the ratio can be 100 
times higher

 Today, someone living in 
Zambia has less chance of 
reaching the age of 30 than 
someone born in England in 
1840 – and the gap is 
widening. HIV/AIDS is at the 
heart of this massive reversal 
in life expectancy in sub-
Saharan Africa

 In sub-Saharan Africa 300 
million people lack access to 
safe drinking water

 In 1970 almost all of the rich 
countries of the world 
promised to provide 0.7% of 
their national income (GNI) in 
aid. Today – more than 35 
years later – only 5 countries 
fulfil this commitment.
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more progress on keeping children in school. Neither sub-Saharan Africa nor South Asia is on track to 
ensuring that all children complete a full course of primary education by 2015. Other regions are either 
close to universal primary education or are close to making sufficient progress by 2015. However, there are 
individual countries within even these more successful regions which are still seriously lagging.

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women

Fact: More than one in five girls of primary-school age around the world are not in school.  

Target: When a country educates its girls, its mortality rates usually fall and the health and education 
prospects of the next generation improve. The third goal aims to eliminate gender disparities in primary and 
secondary education, preferably by 2005, and in all levels of education by no later than 2015.  

Progress: Unfortunately, the first of the Millennium Development Goal targets – to eliminate gender parities 
in primary and secondary education by 2005 – has already been missed.  Gender gaps continue to exist in 
all educational levels.  Globally, more than one in five girls of primary-school age are not in school 
compared with about one in six boys. Of most concern are the wide gender gaps in primary education in 
sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia where almost 80% of the world’s out-of-school children live. In sub-
Saharan Africa 42% of primary school age girls are out of school compared with 38% of boys. In South Asia 
the gap is wider with 29% of primary-school age girls out of school compared with 22% of boys.

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality

Fact: Each year almost 11 million children under the age of 5 die in 
developing countries, most of them from preventable causes. 11 
million is more than the entire population of Belgium.

Target: Goal 4 aims to reduce by two-thirds the mortality rate for 
children under the age of 5.

Progress: Though survival prospects continue to improve in every 
region, at the global level progress has slowed considerably in recent 
years. This means that we are far from making the necessary 
progress to reduce under-five mortality rates by two-thirds by 2015. 
According to the most recent data available, only 35 countries are 
making enough progress. Sub-Saharan Africa – which is ravaged by 
civil disturbance and HIV/AIDS – provides the most cause for 
concern.  This region has only 20% of the world’s young children but 
accounts for half of the total deaths.

Goal 5: Improve maternal health

Fact: Death in childbirth is a rare event in rich countries, where there 
are typically fewer than 10 maternal deaths for every 100,000 live 
births. In the poorest countries of Africa and Asia the ratio can be 
100 times higher.

Target: Goal 5 aims to reduce the maternal mortality ratio by three-
quarters by 2015.

Progress: Despite the issue of maternal mortality having been high 
on the international agenda for two decades, ratios of maternal 
mortality have changed little in the regions where the most deaths 
occur: sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia.

Adequate reproductive health services, family planning advice, 
skilled attendants at delivery and timely referrals to emergency 
obstetric care are all necessary to reduce maternal deaths. All 
regions are showing some improvement in the proportion of deaths 
attended by skilled health-care personnel. Nevertheless, only 46% of 
deliveries in sub-Saharan Africa – where almost half of the world’s 
maternal deaths occur – are attended by skilled personnel. 

The Eight Millennium 
Development Goals at a 

Glance

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme 
poverty and hunger

Goal 2: Achieve universal 
primary education

Goal 3: Promote gender 
equality and empower 

women

Goal 4: Reduce child 
mortality

Goal 5: Improve maternal 
health

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, 
malaria and other diseases

Goal 7: Ensure 
environmental sustainability

Goal 8: Develop a global 
partnership for development
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Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

Fact: Today, someone living in Zambia has less chance of reaching the age of 30 than someone born in 
England in 1840 – and the gap is widening. HIV/AIDS is at the heart of this massive reversal in life 
expectancy in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Target: Goal 6 aims to have halted and reversed the spread of HIV/AIDS by 2015. 

Progress: Globally, HIV infection rates continue to increase and the number of people living with HIV has 
continued to rise from 36.2 million in 2003 to 38.6 million in 2005. This is despite the fact that several 
countries report success in reducing HIV infection rates.

The epidemic remains centred on sub-Saharan Africa.  With just over 10% of the world’s population, the 
region is home to 64% of HIV-positive people and to 90% of children (under 15) living with the virus. Around 
59% of HIV-positive adults in sub-Saharan Africa are women. HIV prevalence rates in sub-Saharan Africa 
appear to be levelling off at relatively high rates, but this apparent stabilization reflects the fact that as new 
people acquire the virus, nearly the same number die from AIDS.

While prevalence rates are lower outside of sub-Saharan Africa, the number of people infected is increasing 
and so is the death rate. In 2005, there were almost a million new cases in South and East Asia, where 
more than 7 million people are now living with HIV/AIDS. 

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability 

Fact: In sub-Saharan Africa 300 million people lack access to safe drinking water. 

Target: Goal 7 aims to halve the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water.

Progress: The share of people using drinking water from improved sources has continued to rise in the 
developing world. This share increased to 80% in 2004 from 71% in 1990. This means that the world is 
currently on track to reach the drinking water target. However, growing populations and wide disparities 
between urban and rural areas within countries pose continuing challenges.  

At a regional level, while there is progress in sub-Saharan Africa, it is not yet on track to meet the target. 
Moreover, this is the region with the worst disparities between rural and urban populations. 

Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development

Fact: In 1970 almost all of the rich countries of the world promised to provide 0.7% of their national income 
(GNI) in aid. Today – more than 35 years later – only 5 countries fulfil this commitment.

Target: Goal 8 aims to create a global partnership for development between rich and poor countries. In 
particular, rich countries are committed to providing more and better quality aid, to enhancing debt relief and 
to fairer trade rules.  

Progress: Even though 21 of the 22 OECD donor countries signed up to the 0.7% target for aid in 1970, in 
2005 these countries together provided only 0.33% of their collective national income in development 
assistance!  However, in May 2005, the more prosperous European Union Member States – the EU-15 –
recommitted to meeting the 0.7% target by 2015.  These countries need to plan carefully to rapidly increase 
their aid, and other countries should follow their lead.  However, without improvements in aid quality, 
increased aid will not eliminate poverty. Yet donors are slow or absent in operationalising aid-quality 
commitments.   

In recent years, there have been enhanced global initiatives for the cancellation of both bilateral and 
multilateral debt.  While debt relief is key to releasing resources for MDG-focused expenditures in 
developing countries, it is important that debt relief is not used to ‘artificially’ boost aid figures – as it counts 
in the official definition of aid – and to divert funds away from the most needy countries and individuals.  

More than aid and debt relief, trade has the potential to increase the share of the world’s poorest in global 
prosperity. Yet, rich country trade policies continue to deny the poor this opportunity.  Remedying this 
situation requires a host of measures such as cutting rich country agricultural subsidies and opening up rich 
country markets to the exports of poor producers in developing countries. Unfortunately, a key opportunity 
to do this was lost in 2006 when talks on a new world trade agreement under the so-called Doha 
“Development” Round of trade talks were indefinitely suspended.    
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SPEAK UP: JOIN IN THE TIG DISCUSSION ON IYPS2008 SKILLS 
SESSIONS

A new poll and discussion thread has been added to the IYPS2008 TIG page. The theme is “What skills do 
young professionals need, on top of their professional skills, to be able to help to achieve the MDG’s”. Go 
here: http://events.takingitglobal.org/14421/discuss/6369. 

Are there projects you would like to do but you feel limited because you don’t know how to organise an 
event or how to fundraise? Do you struggle to use new IT systems like TIG? Does your not for profit 
organisation need a website but you don’t know how to design it? Just how do you write to government 
policy makers? Perhaps another IYPF member can help you from their previous experiences. Capacity 
building is a major part of what IYPF is all about, so we need to start sharing our issues and experiences 
together.

Please answer our poll or join in the discussion, as we will be trying to use your ideas to drive our skills 
sessions programme for IYPS20008. 

Sarah-Jo Dawson
IYPF President and IYPS2008 Project Manager

INTRODUCING NEW IYPF STAFF

Jodie Nelson
Australia, Interim Director, Treasurer and Compliance Working Group Chair
jodienelson [at] iypf [dot] org

Jodie has recently completed a PhD in Accounting. She is lecturing at the University in 
which she studied for over 4 years now. Her work
also involves lecturing and assisting students with their coursework.  

She strongly believes in using her own undergraduate and postgraduate student 
experiences as an effective mechanism to teach students. 

Beside that, Jodie conducts her own research through the University to investigate 
important issues in the corporate accounting environment. She is particularly 
interesting in companies´ disclosure and corporate governance practices. 

Jodie has been a volunteer Chief Financial Officer for the Queensland Team Handball Association for 3 
years. She set up and maintains an effective accounting system that non-accountants in the Association will 
be able to use. 

To spice up life more, Jodie joined a non-profit medieval re-enactment group and archery club.

Salwa AbdulTawwab
Newsletter Editor
salwamohammad [at] iypf [dot] org

Salwa was born in April 1979. She made her first magazine when she was 7. It was a 
notebook where she recorded news. When she was 9, she started making wall 
magazines for her school. Teachers and students liked it. They formed a media group 
responsible for a monthly wall-magazine, and a weekly morning broadcast. At the age 
of 14 she developed her journal into a bimonthly magazine. This time she designed 
special covers and composed special interviews and reports.

She started her professional career life when she was 17, spending the four years of 
college working for the Egyptian Satellite Channels, as an assistant director, then 
director, editor, and a voice-over anchor. This afforded her a good resume by 
graduation time. 
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When she became 26, she was the managing editor a business magazine issued by the German Arab 
Chamber of Commerce. Beside that she maintained her fulltime job as an economic reporter for the 
Egyptian Al-Ahram Daily and a correspondent to various prints regionally and internationally. 

Her voluntary work includes cooperation with the British Council on Media and Society Programmes and 
Educational Programmes aiming at linking schools and Universities across the UK and Egypt. She also 
volunteered as a field researcher with the UNV to produce a virtual and printed directory for active NGOs in 
Cairo and Alexandria. 

Currently, she is the National Focal Point [NFP] for the Global Youth Coalition on AIDS [GYCA] in Egypt. 
She also conducts workshops on media illiteracy, stereotyping and social inclusion.
Her life experience allowed her to live with different social categories. Thus, understanding societies has 
naturally become her ultimate interest. 

See all staff at www.iypf.org/about.htm#staff. 

MEMBER ACTIVITIES & PROJECTS
      
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE ALLIANCE

Be Part of the Global Activities on Peace Day, September 21! The international 
Day of Peace Alliance is calling you to celebrate a day of global ceasefire and 
non-violence annually on September 21! Last year, Peace Day 
commemorations were held in 200 countries. That's better than a three-fold 
increase from 2005 when about 60 countries marked the day. In Brisbane, 
Australia, there were at least 14 events marking this day of global ceasefire 
and non-violence, but.... We call you to beat these records! 

Some Ideas:
o Schools ~ make Pinwheels hwww.pinwheelsforpeace.com , origami 

doves, study peacemakers like Gandhi 
o Groups/Clubs ~ Hold a party/function, raising monies to sponsor a child, 

for a charity, have a peace-orientated film or discussion night 
o Individuals ~ are the driving forces behind this initiative...encourage 

friends, work colleagues & family to support the day, smile at somebody 
you don't know!

There is plenty of time to organise an event or party. Sometimes the best 
events happen in short time frames! Send your ideas to
convenor@idpa.org.au. If you have questions, if you need help planning your 
event, if you need to add your event to the Australian Peace Day List, or if you 
want to see a sample of what's going on, visit 
www.idpa.org.au/index.php?pr=Events_2007

           ATTENDING NEW VOICES 2007

Cameron Neil attended the New Voices 2007 International Leadership conference held at the Lowy Institute 
for International Policy on May 25. The New Voices conference chooses a different theme and approach 
each year and invites young professionals from a variety of disciplines relevant to the topic to attend. This 
year's theme of International Leadership was divided up into four session topics: Individual Leadership, The 
Fabric of Society, Dealing with a Multi-Speed World, and Systems of Governance. Each session had a 
panel of speakers present and then discussion opened up to the floor. The topics were engaging and the 
discussion lively. Cameron was joined at the event by Alan Wu, former IYPF Director, and many other IYPF 
related colleagues. 

Check the Outcomes Report from the day at www.lowyinstitute.org/PublicationGet.asp?i=621
Surf other projects of the Lowy Institute and subscribe to regular updates @: www.lowyinstitute.org.

Contribute by writing!

September’s IYPF 
newsletter will be on peace 

and conflict resolution.

It would be great to share 
your experience, thoughts 
and ideas on the day of 

global peace.

Also if you attend or 
organise any events, tell us 

about it!

Send any contributions to:
newsletter@iypf.org. 
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TOP LISTS

POVERTY ENVIRONMENT KNOWLEDGE

Poverty Environment Net www.povertyenvironment.net is a website dedicated to promoting improved 
efforts to address poverty-environment relationships globally. The purpose of Poverty Environment Net 
is to collect and share knowledge and experiences on poverty-environment linkages, lessons learned 
and best practices in responding to poverty-environment challenges. The website has been 
established with support from the Asian Development Bank's (ADB) Poverty and Environment 
Program, which is co-financed by ADB and the Governments of Norway and Sweden. Any 
contributions that would help improving the site’s document index are welcomed.

YOUTH SUMMARY ON WATER RIGHTS

Young people speak out on water rights and wrongs, is booklet that provides a 
summary of the United Nations Human Development Report 2006: Beyond scarcity: 
power, poverty, and the global water crisis. It aims to stimulate a creative debate 
amongst the rising generation who will face a water crisis if the continued inertia 
persists. The publication was prepared by the United Nations Development 
Programme and Peace Child International. A downloadable copy is available at 
http://hdr.undp.org/water/

SUZUKI TALKS ON WORLD STATUS

In this video pod-cast Dr David Suzuki, award-winning scientist and environmentalist, talks to WWF-
Australia about why humans are the real reason our planet is degrading at such a fast rate and how 
we can turn this around. It definitely worth 20 mins of your time! Check it at
http://wwf.org.au/publications/david-suzuki-interview-20060906/

PARTNER ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

PARTNER PROFILE: COMMONWEALTH YOUTH PROGRAMME

Young people aged under 30 currently represent over 60 per cent of the Commonwealth´s population. 
By 2015, there will be three billion young people in the world, with 2.5 billion living in developing 
countries.  

CYP works to engage and empower young people aged 15-29 to enhance their contribution to 
development. We do this in partnership with governments and other key stakeholders.  

Mission: Our mission is grounded within a rights-based approach, guided by the realities facing young 
people in the Commonwealth, and anchored in the belief that young people are: 

i) a force for peace, democracy, equality and good governance; 
ii) a catalyst for global consensus building; 
iii) an essential resource for poverty eradication and sustainable development.  

CYP works in three strategic areas:
• Youth Enterprise and Sustainable Livelihoods (YESL);
• Governance, Development and Youth Networks (GDYN); and
• Youth Work Education and Training (YWET).

All of CYP’s work falls within The Plan of Action for Youth Empowerment (2006-2015), the 
Commonwealth’s organising framework for cooperation on youth affairs. 
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‘INVESTING IN YOUTH’ CONFERENCE

The Commonwealth Secretariat will hold the ‘Investing in Youth’ conference in London, on September 
10. It aims to provide opportunities for young entrepreneurs to gain access to finance, markets, and 
skills. Young people will share experience through showcasing their work and will also learn about 
fund raising and promotional techniques. The Prince of Wales will open the conference which will mark 
the launch of the Commonwealth Plan of Action for Youth Empowerment 2007-2015. The 
commonwealth youth programme works on enhancing young people’s contribution to development, 
within the realities facing young people in the Commonwealth. For further enquires contact Bertha 
Oluwole: cyp@commonwealth.int. Online registration is available at 
www.thecommonwealth.org/form/166129/

GYAN RELEASES 2006 ANNUAL REPORT

In its eighth year, the Global Youth Action Network has established itself as one of 
the leading youth networks. Technology has put the world at our fingertips, and 
allowed more young people to involve actively in social change. GYAN works to 
incubate global partnerships and increase collaboration among youth organizations 
by sharing information and resources. After two consecutive years of significant 
growth, they are now planning for the future, and evaluating their efforts to date. A 
downloadable PDF copy of the report is available at
www.youthlink.org/4gyan/GYAN_AnnualReport2006.pdf

TIG PANORAMA ISSUE ON CHILD LABOUR

More than 200 million children in the world today are involved in child labour, doing work that is 
damaging their mental, physical and emotional development. For needs of survival, child labour 
persists even where it has been declared illegal. For this issue of Panorama TakingITGlobal members 
shared their thoughts on the topic of Child Labour. Read the contributed articles and have a say at
http://en.takingitglobal.org/express/panorama/

4TH WORLD YOUTH CONGRESS  2008

Lots of developments took place since the last Congress in Scotland in 2005. The World Bank Report 
on Development and the Next Generation, the Youth Fund established to promote youth-led initiatives 
in urban settings the UNIDO regional Youth Employment programme in West African and the YES 
Fund to promote entrepreneurship. The congress is generating opportunities to young people. Any 
young person, or organisation, interested in exploring the most effective roles for young people in 
development should definitely attend in 2008 from 10-21 August. Applications available @:
www.wyc2008.qc.ca.

YOUTH MICRO-ENTERPRISE CONFERENCE 

The conference organized by Making Cents International will be on 10-11 September. It will gather 
international development practitioners, policy makers, members of the private sector, youth, and 
other experienced professionals in education, micro-enterprise development, and youth 
entrepreneurship. Participants will share experiences and ideas on effective ways to reduce poverty, 
vulnerability and unemployment. Check more info on participation procedures at
www.ymeconference.org
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GOVERNANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT

RESEARCH ON YOUNG DEMOCRACIES, AND MORE, IN NEW 
ISSUE OF THE RESEARCH DIGEST

In a new article in this quarter’s issue of the Research Digest, Philip Keefer shows that in poor 
democracies, measures of governance, schooling, infrastructure, government spending as a fraction 
of national income, and the business climate are generally about the same as or worse than those in 
poor non-democracies. This finding is inconsistent with the common assumption that competitive 
elections should make politicians notably more responsive to the concerns of the general public.
Keefer also presents new evidence showing that countries with fewer continuous years of competitive 
elections are more reluctant to provide public goods (education, access to information, high-quality 
bureaucracies, the rule of law), more enthusiastic about private goods (jobs in the public sector, pork 
barrel infrastructure), and less restrained in the exercise of rent seeking and corruption. The findings of 
this research point to the importance of reforms that increase political credibility policies to increase 
publicly available information about policy outcomes, and to relax government controls on information.

Research Digest downloadable here: 
http://econ.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/0,,contentMDK:21008317~ 
pagePK:64165401~piPK:64165026~theSitePK:469372,00.html

WORLDWIDE GOVERNANCE INDICATORS STUDY BY THE WORLD 
BANK

Countries around the world, including some of the poorest in Africa, have made significant progress in
improving governance and fighting corruption over the decade, the new Worldwide Governance
Indicators (WGI) study by the World Bank Institute and the World Bank Development Economics Vice
Presidency shows. Significant improvements in governance over the past decade occurred in
countries as diverse as Indonesia, Tajikistan, Serbia, and Slovakia. And in Africa in particular,
countries such as Niger, Sierra Leone, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, Tanzania, and
Rwanda showed significant improvements in some dimensions of governance since 1998. Even over
the relatively short period since 2002, there have been big improvements in some aspects of
governance in countries such as Liberia, Angola, Argentina, and Georgia.

For the WGI website, go here: http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi2007/
For the report, go here: 
http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi2007/pdf/booklet_decade_of_measuring_governance.pdf

Check out this collection of links for more on governance for development.

Transparency International www.transparency.org

Governance Knowledge Initiative with the Development Gateway Foundation 
http://topics.developmentgateway.org/governance

The Knowledge Networks Agency (KNA) for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
www.worldbank.org/wbi/knamena

Ethics World www.ethicsworld.org
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IYPF COMMUNITIES

MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

"Yesterday is our history, today is our responsibility and tomorrow is our heritage.  
Let's keep the promise." This was the final statement made at the Youth Hearing for the 
Achievement of the MDGs in Ghana, in July. Youth leaders evaluated the process of the 
Goals and the strategies of engaging more youth to take action. The meeting ended with 
a 16-point communiqué and a regional action plan to engage West African youth. Year 2007 marks 
the midway for the 2015 deadline to achieve the MDGs. However, most African countries are not likely 
to meet the targets. Youth participation in West Africa has been low. The Ghana MDG Youth Platform 
acknowledged that young people face difficult challenges, but when integrated, it doesn’t only 
empower them as individuals, but also enhances their collective coherence. YES Ghana Country 
Network led the Hearing, with the support of the National Secretariat of the Ghana MDG Campaign 
and the Africa Office of the UN Millennium Campaign in Nairobi, Kenya. More info @
www.millenniumcampaign.org  

EARTH DAY 2007

Earth Day is celebrated yearly on April 22, enabling an increased focus on global environmental issues.   
With the growing international consensus on hastening global transition to low-carbon economies, the 
World Bank and its development partners will be shaping a greenhouse gas [GHG] assessment 
methodology to track the carbon footprintTM. The assessment will provide information about the current 
carbon intensity of World Bank operations, and will identify opportunities to reduce the GHG footprint of 
development activities. Each person on the planet contributes to climate change. Determine your 
"footprint" at www.fightglobalwarming.com/carboncalculator.cfm.

CONFRONTING GENDER EQUALITY & FRAGILE STATES

This year's report highlights gender equality and women empowerment. It also tackles the 
special problems of fragile states, where extreme poverty is increasingly concentrated.  
According to the report, joint efforts to reach the millennium goals are falling short. Although 
the number of people living on less than US$1 a day decreased, child mortality, disease 
reduction, and environmental sustainability is falling short. The report is available at: 
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:21298894~pagePK:642

57043~piPK:437376~theSitePK:4607,00.html

GROWING MOVEMENT ON CARBON ALLOWANCES

"Imagine a country where carbon becomes a new currency. We carry bank 
cards that store both pounds and carbon points. When we buy electricity, gas 
and fuel, we use our carbon points, as well as pounds," David Miliband, former 
environment secretary, and current British foreign secretary envisaged the 
future, with the heavy users paying the light users. Interest in personal carbon 
allowances has taken off in the past 18 months. A report commissioned by 
British Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs suggested that a 
nationwide system could be developed within five years. Crags are made up of 
people who cannot wait that long!  If you are a “cragger” on a train journey, you 
are already thinking how much it will cost you in carbon. The Carbon Rationing 
Action Group [Crag] is a growing network of community groups dedicated to 
cutting individuals' carbon emissions.  Guy Shrubsole from The Guardian 
explains how. Read the article at 
http://society.guardian.co.uk/societyguardian/story/0,,2143337,00.html. More on action to establish 
CRAGS in Australia at www.carbonequity.info/crags
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OPPORTUNITIES AND RESOURCES

GLOBAL FORUM ON YOUTH AND ICT FOR DEVELOPMENT

The Global Alliance for ICT and Development [GAID] is organizing the forum 24-26 
September, to discuss Youth and ICT as Agents of Change. It aims to harness the creativity 
and dynamism of youth in exploring and using ICT for the benefit of their communities and in 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals. More info is available at www.un-
gaid.org/gfyouth

MA PROGRAM IN COEXISTENCE AND CONFLICT

Brandeis University program is designed for professionals who work or aspire to work for 
governments, international agencies, businesses or non-profits operating in areas of diplomacy, 
security, aid, development, human rights, education, democracy and governance, and civil society 
building. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis for the September 2007/2008 academic year. 
More information available at www.brandeis.edu/programs/Slifka/masters/ or you can send an email 
to masterscoex@brandeis.edu

YOUNG GLOBAL LEADERS ANNUAL SUMMIT 2007

Young global leaders is hosting this year a summit that will take place from 4-8 
September in Dalian, China, bringing Young Global Leaders together to learn
with each other and from each other within a global network of peers. It is also a 
chance for the community to work together (and plan further work) in the 
taskforces they have organised around the biggest global challenges facing our 
generation – Health, Education, the Environment, Global Governance, 
Development and Poverty. 

The Summit will be an intense and creative workshop to understand – and perhaps even redefine –
The Future of Leadership. Young Global Leaders will be asked to identify the skills and knowledge 
they will need to develop in the next 5 – 10 – 15 years and test their application against the leadership 
environments in which they operate in order to shape the future in a more positive way. 

This year’s Summit is being held immediately prior to the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting of 
the New Champions to be held from 6 to 8 September.

For more info send an email to ygl@weforum.org or check the following URL: 
www.younggloballeaders.org/Events_YGL/04_09_2007_Young_Global_Leaders_Annual_Summit_20
07.html.

ECO-SU-D 2007 

The Sixth International Conference on Ecosystems and Sustainable Development provides a unique 
forum for the presentation and discussion of recent work in the field including physical sciences and 
modelling. ECOSUD also gives opportunities for new emergent ideas in science arising from the cross 
fertilization of different disciplines including mathematical models and eco-informatics, evolutionary 
thermodynamics and biodiversity, structures in ecosystems modelling and landscapes to mention but 
a few. ECOSUD 2007 will examine Thermodynamics and ecology, Sustainability indicators, 
Mathematical and system modelling, Ecosystems modelling, Biodiversity, Sustainability development 
studies, Conservation and management of ecological areas, Socio-Economic factors, Energy 
conservation and generation, Environmental and ecological policies, Environmental management, 
Environmental risk, Natural resources management, Recovery of damaged areas, Biological aspects, 
Complexity, Remote sensing, Landscapes and forestation issues, Soil and agricultural issues, Water 
resources, Sustainable waste management, and Air pollution and its effects on ecosystems. More info 
available at www.wessex.ac.uk/conferences/2007/eco07/
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MICROFINANCE MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATE

The School for Community Economic Development at SNHU is accepting 
applications and inquiries for a course on "Practical Issues in Microfinance" 
scheduled for September 2007. SCED's first completely online series of 
courses provides a unique opportunity for busy microfinance practitioners who 
cannot leave their work/communities but still wish to acquire new skill sets and 
benefit from the option of earning academic credit. The program is offered year 
round with opportunities to earn "portable" academic credits, a Masters degree, 
or a Graduate Certificate in Microfinance Management. It also serves a diverse community with 
courses designed for "beginner" to "advanced" practitioners. For more info contact Dr. Puneetha 
Palakurthi at p.palakurthi@snhu.edu

MERCOSUR YOUTH SOCIAL FORUM

The forum will take place September 6-9 in Florianópolis, Brazil. It aims to collect new proposals to 
make a new world without violence and poverty. You can participate or suggest a workshop on youth 
employment, poverty reduction and education. The registration fee of R$ 20 Reals will be used in the 
general costs of production and accomplishment of the event. It ensures that the Social Forum would 
remain an independent social movement. Due to many requests, the application deadline has been 
postponed to SEPTEMBER 30. 

More information is available at www.forumsocialdajuventude.com.br or send an email to
forumdajuventude@terra.com.br

WORK-CAMPS!

There're some 4000 international work camps available each year in 
more than 75 countries (in the North, mainly during the summer, in 
the South, typically all year round). A work camp lasts between two 
and three weeks, with 10 to 20 international participants. The aim of 
a volunteering project would vary between social, environmental, 
constructional, or educational purposes.

The project could be for instance to: Do a theatre-based fair trade 
campaign at a fair trade festival in Denmark. Renovate a run-down 
youth hostel in Japan. Play music and study nationalism in Serbia. 
Build a school and participate in an AIDS awareness campaign in 
Uganda. Study the roots of fascism and help with archives work in a 
German KZ camp. Play with orphans in the US. Help at a wheelchair race in Alaska. Learn how to 
bicycle and make food out of garbage in Finland. And much more! 

In MS Denmark (www.ms.dk), we see work camps as a cultural exchange and campaigns tool that 
benefits local communities, and thereby fighting poverty. The work camp movement started after the 2 
world wars and is still about peace, development, breaking down stereotypes, leadership

To sign up as a leader or to participant in a work camp, you need to contact the work camp 
organisation in your country. One of the following URLs should help you find it!

www.alliance-network.org/all/org/members.php?typ=1
www.yap.org/index.php?tab_id=3&link_id=18&link_pos=1
www.yap.org/index.php?tab_id=3&link_id=19&link_pos=2
www.sciint.org/81.93.0.0.1.0.phtml
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WHAT IS THE IYPF?

The International Young Professionals Foundation (IYPF) 
is a not-for-profit organisation based in Australia that has 
been mobilising young professionals to take action on 
social and sustainability issues since it was founded in 
October 2001. 

The IYPF’s vision is “a global community of young 
professionals creating a better world current and 
future generations through local and global action”.
The IYPF sets out to achieve this by informing, inspiring 
and equipping young professionals as sustainability 
practitioners and social change agents. Young 
professionals are those aged 18 – 40, typically in the 
early stages of their careers.

To achieve its vision, the IYPF’s mission has it working 
with existing young professional social entrepreneurs and 
change agents, as well as reaching out to educate, 
inform and inspire others to use their power, privilege, 
skills and abilities to create a better world for current and 
future generations.

WHAT DO WE DO?

We build and resource a global network of young 
professionals who are creating a better world for current 
and future generations through local and global action. 
We do this through 5 key activities:

1. Facilitating conversations and information sharing 
between young professionals that informs and inspires 
them to take action on important local and global issues 
through online communities, newsletters, blogs, 
publications, and presentations. 

See www.iypf.org/IYPF-campaigns.htm and 
www.iypf.org/news.htm

2. Running projects that facilitate youth and young 
professional led social change, e.g. the Blueprint Project 
(www.iyps.org/blueprint) to nurture youth 
entrepreneurship; the Youth & Sustainable Consumption 
project (www.iypf.org/IYPF-projects.htm#YouthSC) to 
develop young sustainability leaders

3. Assisting young professionals to start and run 
successful community projects (www.iypf.org/member-
projects.htm) and local events

4. Convening regular international summits of young 
professionals, the next one being in Manchester, UK in 
August 2008 www.iyps.org. 

5. Growing and managing a Member Activities Fund to 
support young professional led projects, events and 
organisations and assist young professionals in their 
development as community leaders (starting in 2007)

How You Can Help

Join our team

www.iypf.org/employment.htm
If you are interested in developing yourself professionally 
through volunteering your time to assist the IYPF achieve 
its vision, contact IYPF's Human Resources Officer, Britt 
Jacobsen, on brittjacobsen@iypf.org.

Become a member

www.iypf.org/membership.htm
Become a paid or associate member and help IYPF 
develop a worldwide network of young professionals who 
catalyse positive change in their lives, communities, 
organisations, and ultimately the world. Review the 
information online for benefits and how to join.

Spread the word

Use information from our website, including introductory 
PowerPoint presentations on the IYPF, IYPF membership 
application forms and information, and this and past 
newsletters, to encourage others to become members. 
Get people to sign up to receive the newsletter for free 
each month through the website. 

Help others become members

www.iypf.org/payments.htm#donations

The IYPF maintains a Membership Donations Trust fund 
to assist young professionals who wish to be IYPF 
members but who cannot afford the full fees.  

Share opportunities and resources

www.iypf.org/IYPF-campaigns.htm

Join your regional online community and share 
development opportunities, sustainability, and social 
change resources with other young professionals.  You 
can also join topical communities on sustainability and 
social change issues, including globalisation, fresh water, 
poverty eradication, HIV & AIDS, Downshifting, Education 
and ICTs.  

Support
www.iypf.org/member-projects.htm
IYPF has a number of endorsed projects and supports its 
members to turn their ideas into successful projects and 
ventures.  The IYPF regularly receives new project 
proposals and there are always opportunities for young 
professionals to get involved.

Got something to say?
We’re always searching for passionate and 

dedicated writers to contribute news of 
events, resources, articles and stories 

relevant to young professionals who are 
creating a better world for current and 

future generations.

Contact us at newsletter@iypf.org

ABOUT IYPF


