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PROGRAM MISSION 

Global Youth Service Day is the largest an-
nual celebration of young volunteers, where 
millions of young people in countries every-
where highlight and carry out thousands of 
community improvement projects. GYSD 
offers a way for local, national, and interna-
tional organizations to:

BUILD the capacity of an international net-
work of organizations that promotes youth 
participation, service, and learning; 

EDUCATE the public, the media, and pol-
icy-makers about the year-round contribu-
tions of young people as community leaders 
around the world; 

MOBILIZE youth and adults to meet the 
needs of their communities through volun-
teering; and

LEARN and share effective practices in youth 
service, youth voice, and civic engagement in 

the world today.
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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
8th Annual Global Youth Service Day 
Mobilizes more than 3.2 Million Young 
Volunteers!

In its 8th consecutive year, from 20-22 April, a record number 
of young people in 100 countries helped celebrate Global Youth 
Service Day! Global Youth Service Day (GYSD) is an annual event 
held on a designated weekend every April, which celebrates the 
year-round contributions young people are making to their com-
munities, and to the world, through voluntary service.

I.

GYSD was launched in 2000, and has been celebrated to date 
in over 150 countries. It grew out of the successful coordi-
nation of National Youth Service Day, which for the past 
19 years has mobilized millions of young people in service 
projects throughout the United States each April. National 
Youth Service Day and its global format are the inspiration 
of Youth Service America (YSA), a resource center that part-
ners with thousands of organizations working to increase 
the quality and quantity of opportunities for young people 
to serve locally, nationally, and globally. 

GYSD helps to focus the world’s attention on the skills 
and ideas youth have to improve their communities, and 
the development of societies. GYSD is organized and 

managed by Youth Service America and the Global Youth 
Action Network (GYAN), together with a consortium of 
international organizations and over 100 national coordi-
nating committees.

Next year, marking the 20th anniversary of National Youth 
Service Day, the celebrations will more effectively be com-
bined under the name Global Youth Service Day. This sin-
gle branding will help cement the initiative as the world’s 
largest annual celebration of young volunteers, and under-
score the global scope of activities that take place.

There is no specific theme for GYSD, but many organiza-
tions center their activities on the United Nations Millen-



nium Development Goals (MDGs). This year, nearly half 
of the organizations involved carried out projects that ad-
dressed MDG-7 (ensuring environmental sustainability), 
indicating the growing awareness around the globe about 
issues relating to the environment, pollution and climate 
change. Furthermore, many organizations carried out ac-
tivities on MDG-6 (combating HIV/AIDS, Malaria and 
other diseases) and MDG-1 (eradicating extreme poverty). 
While several organizations choose the MDGs as an actual 
theme for the celebrations, most organizations involved 
address one or more of the MDGs indirectly through their 
choice of service projects.

Highlights of activities 
from Global Youth
Service Day 2007:
[see Country Reports for a complete list]

•	 In Russia, the Russian Volunteer Development Cen-
ter, IAVE NR (MCH/ VC) broke the million-mark, mobi-
lizing almost 1,004,000 participants under the theme “We 
are creating our future together!”

•	 In Brazil, the MDGs were again the framework for 
GYSD celebrations coordinated by Natal Voluntários, 
which engaged over 147,000 participants; one third of 
their projects addressed MDG-7, dealing with environ-
mental sustainability.

•	 The National Youth Commission of Taiwan engaged 
over 100,000 volunteers in 3,000 service projects, in part-
nership with the Ministry of Education and Council of 
Cultural Affairs.

•	 Corporación Grupo Tayrona in Colombia coordinat-
ed 78 projects nationwide, mobilizing more than 19,000 
volunteers in youth empowerment initiatives and commu-
nity projects.

•	 More than 30,000 participants were mobilized in 
France by Association de la Fondation Etudiante pour la 
Ville (A.F.E.V.), celebrating the initiative of young volun-
teers and their willingness to take action.

•	 In South Africa, the National Youth Service Unit 
mobilized 20,000 young volunteers in partnership with 
NGOs, universities, and the National Youth Commission, 
under the banner “Proud to Serve!”

•	 The Cameroon Association of Volunteers for Youth 
Promotion and Humanitarian Actions (CAVYPHA) coor-
dinated 350 NGOs and 11,000 volunteers to serve 25,000 
fellow Cameroonians through health conferences and wa-
ter access projects

SPONSORS:

We are very grateful for the generous support provided 
by The Walt Disney Company, State Farm Companies 
Foundation and the Inter-American Development Bank 
who contribute through funding or expertise to this ini-
tiative. We also wish to acknowledge the support of the 
United States Department of State’s Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural Affairs, which manages student ex-
change programs around the world and encourage the 
participation of youth in Global Youth Service Day.
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Albania



THE COORDINATION TEAM:

The coordination team for Global Youth Service Day con-
sists of staff, interns and volunteers from Youth Service 
America and Global Youth Action Network. The role of the 
coordination team is to manage the program at the global 
level by working in partnership with the International Co-
ordinating Committee, the National Lead Agencies, and 
local project organizers in participating countries. The 
tasks of the team include registering and approving par-
ticipating organizations, providing and managing small 
grants, providing technical assistance and information to 
all participants and partners, offering resources and mate-
rials that can help in the planning and reporting process, 
conducting an international media campaign, as well as 
compiling and widely disseminating the final report.  The 
GYSD Coordination Team for 2007 consisted of:

•	 Nandini Assar, PhD: Grant Manager
•	 Mathieu Carey: Intern
•	 Vidar Ekehaug: NLA Coordination
•	 Dustin Gerding: Intern
•	 Silvia Golombek, PhD: Program Oversight
•	 Jillian Harris: Graphic Design
•	 Benjamin Quinto: Management
•	 Chao Xie: Intern
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INTERNATIONAL
COORDINATION

II.

COMMITTEE (ICC)

International Coordinating Committee members dissemi-
nate announcements, offer incentives, act as strategic ex-
perts on specific issues, and encourage participation among 
their constituents. An emerging trend which deserves to be 
highlighted is the growing number of projects that cross 
national and cultural boundaries: several International 
Coordinating Committee members, including One World 
Youth Project, Ariel Foundation International, Reverence 
for Life/Music for Life, as well as organizations working with 
the U.S. State Department’s ECA-Youth Division, leveraged 
new technologies to organize projects through which youth 
from different countries collaborate to achieve one goal. A 

project supported through the Disney Minnie Grant pro-
gram, for example, connected seventh grade students from 
Redwood City, CA with their peers from a school in China 
in an environmental learning and exchange activity: both 
groups worked on their respective projects – one, a mon-
arch butterfly protection project and the other a commu-
nity clean-up campaign – and later exchanged not only pic-
tures and videos of their projects, but also met through the 
visit of one student from the United States to China. These 
multi-country projects reflect young people’s eagerness to 
work together, learn from each other, and truly connect 
their local activities to global initiatives.

The scale and depth of Global Youth Service Day projects are grow-
ing thanks to the collaborations built around it. This year, more 
than forty agencies have joined the International Coordinating 
Committee, a consortium of partners whose presence in the inter-
national field positions them as natural partners because of their 
outreach and unique expertise. Their focus ranges from interna-
tional education to social and economic development, and from 
environmental sustainability issues to volunteer service networks. 
Regardless of their specific area of work, they all identify youth 
engagement as a key strategy to advance their own missions, and 
Global Youth Service Day as a joint celebration of young people’s 
role in building stronger and more democratic communities. 



International Coordinating Committee member activi-
ties are highlighted below: 

Inter-American Development Bank

This year the Inter-American Development Bank held 
the Annual Meeting of its Board of Governors in Guate-
mala. IDB Youth convened a multi-sectoral coordinating 
committee and organized a youth-led service project to 
highlight the contribution young people make through 
volunteerism, the importance of corporate social respon-
sibility, and the commitment and appreciation of the host 
country. The event, which attracted the participation of 
1,500 volunteers, took place in El Limon, one of the poor-
est areas in Guatemala City. Joining  the President of the 
Inter-American Development Bank, Mr. Luis A. Moreno, 
and the President of Guatemala, Mr. Oscar Berger, were 
several representatives of the highest levels of government, 
national commissions, and councils.

Youth and adult volunteers, including executive level pub-
lic officials, refurbished the El Limon Official Urban Mixed 
School including administering its accreditation process, re-
modeling and constructing bathrooms, painting the school 
interior and exterior walls, building a cistern, replacing roof-
ing sheets, and creating a library and computer lab. The El 
Limón community school was declared a PEACE ZONE in 
recognition of the work done by young people and citizens 
in fostering a peaceful environment in the community. 

In addition, volunteers convened by IDB Youth repaired 
a multi-sport field outside the school, conducted a com-
munity health fair, designed a mural with a “Paint Your 
Development” theme, installed lighting in five sporting ar-
eas, and cleaned up various neighborhood areas, including 
painting roadway signs. 

The project also included celebration through theater, mu-
sic, and marching band performances, and soccer cham-
pionships.

The event provided young people from El Limón with 
the opportunity to share volunteer experiences, exchange 
ideas, and demonstrate the essential role that youth vol-
unteers can play in the development of their communi-
ties. Years ago this area suffered from high crime rates, but 
residents are working together to eradicate crime, gangs, 
and drugs from its streets. President Moreno and Presi-
dent Berger presented grants to assist Guatemalan youth 

in starting businesses, improving productivity, and gener-
ating employment.  These contributions were part of the 
Guatemalan government’s My First Job program.

At the youth service event, President Oscar Berger awarded 
the Presidential Order of Merit to the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank for its work in promoting youth leadership, 
an honor that was accepted by IDB President, Luis A. More-
no.  The Presidential Order of Merit is the highest honor 
the President of Guatemala can bestow on “Guatemalans 
or foreign nationals for their service or support to science, 
education, culture, development, or other activities making 
a special contribution to the advancement of Guatemala.” 

Ariel Foundation International

Convened by the Ariel Foundation International, a non-prof-
it organization started in 2002 that develops partnerships to 
achieve peace and prosperity for youth worldwide, 536 chil-
dren and youth from schools and organizations in several 
countries volunteered in multiple projects that addressed the 
Millennium Development Goals. Students from kindergar-
ten to high school from the German school in Washington, 
DC, for example, collected clothes and supplies for children 
in need in Lesotho and Brazil, while students from the Star-
fish Elementary School in Brazil created a play and read 
books to parents and community children. A Lesotho youth 
group developed and held music and dance performances to 
educate their peers about HIV/AIDS; and the Rotaract Club 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, cleaned up a shore area and planted 
trees and flowers. Ambassadors Rapolaki (from Lesotho), 
and U.S. Ambassadors Williams (St.Kitts and Nevis), and 
Huggins (Botswana), as well as Rotary International repre-
sentatives and other officials, supported the events.

AFI provided all projects in the different countries with 
disposable cameras so youth could take photos of their 
lives, communities and service projects in action.  The 
photos will be posted in one electronic “album” and used 
as exhibits, which participants can use to learn about one 
another and to seek donations for their communities.  
Participants in the different countries will stay connected 
through various communication vehicles and continue 
their civic activities, which included a virtual town hall 
meeting in October 2007. They are also planning a service 
project on theme of peace and prosperity in December 
2007, and fundraising activities through the sale of a DVD 
showing various groups singing We are Family, as part of a 
collaboration with the Points of Light Foundation.
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People to People International

Since its creation in 1956, PTPI works to enhance interna-
tional understanding and friendship through educational, 
cultural, and humanitarian activities directly involving 
people of different countries and diverse cultures. This 
year, 20 PTPI Student Chapters from five countries, in-
cluding 312 student chapter members, developed projects 
for Global Youth Service Day. Approximately 285 partici-
pants were students aged 13-18 years old. 

This year’s projects included PTPI’s Vaslui Mihail Kogal-
niceanu Student Chapter from Vaslui, Romania, which 
teamed up with volunteers from a local Economic College 
and planted 100 trees around the college on hilly slopes to 
prevent erosion. The EAGLES Student Chapter from Oro-
slavje, Croatia, taught younger students how to protect the 
environment. Chapter members showed several pictures of 
environmental catastrophes to students, who then worked 
together to produce posters with environmentally friendly 
mottos. The chapter also teamed up with PTPI’s Mihail 
Kogalniceanu Student Chapter from Vaslui, Romania, to 
plant an elm tree together as a symbol of all the Slavic 
people and of their friendship. In Medfield, Massachusetts, 
students raised awareness about children’s suffering in 
Uganda, through the Displace Me campaign, while a PTPI 
chapter in New Jersey organized a book drive for PTPI’s 
Princes of Peace Student Chapter in Kampala. In the Czech 
Republic, youth volunteers led their adult counterparts in 
a project to clean their local park, collecting more than 
100 tires and 24 bags of trash. PTPI’s Zalishchyky Student 
Chapter from Zalishchyky, Ukraine held four major proj-
ects for GYSD through which they cleaned parks, streets, 
and historical monuments, shared national traditions such 
as dances, food, and pottery, played with children from an 
orphanage, and participated in a drug and alcohol preven-
tion campaign. 

Service For Peace 

Service For Peace celebrated Global Youth Service Day with 
more than 6,500 volunteers, ages 5 to 73, who participated 
in about 60 projects. Among the chapters involved were 
those in Mongolia, Bulgaria, Zambia, Ivory Coast, United 
States, Thailand, Korea, and the Middle East.
 Over 150 young leaders in Mongolia mobilized 5,424 vol-
unteers in a variety of projects.  Ivory Coast rehabilitated 
the oldest orphanage in the country and held a conference 

on youth contributions to the UN Millennium Develop-
ment Goals. Bulgaria joined forces with ecological organi-
zations to celebrate GYSD and Earth Day together through 
service, arts, entertainment and raising awareness on the 
importance of the environment; together they mobilized 
250 volunteers and about 1,000 participants. GYSD proj-
ects in Thailand brought together 100 Muslim and Bud-
dhist volunteers. Israel mobilized 200 volunteers, who 
worked with senior citizens, planted trees and cooked for 
Ethiopian immigrants.  Korean volunteers made “multi-
cultural love cakes” and brought them to intermarriage 
couples in emergency stay welfare housing.

In other projects, 150 volunteers in Palestine involved 
youth in planting fruit trees in front of houses in the SOS 
orphanage village, spending time with orphans and build-
ing new friendships. Service for Peace-New Zealand took 
a team of volunteers from the University of Auckland to 
West Auckland to volunteer on a Habitat for Humanity 
build site, while volunteers in Zambia visited senior citi-
zens at Chibote Centre in Luanshya, a remarkable and ben-
eficial experience for the youth and elderly alike. And in 
the Philippines, Service For Peace, together with govern-
ment officials, diplomats, dignitaries, business and other 
non-government organizations, commemorated Earth 
Day 2007 with the theme “Stewardship in Action” at the 
Quezon Memorial Circle in Quezon City.

One World Youth Project

One World Youth Project is a unique sister-school program 
for middle and high school students, linking groups in the 
US/Canada with those around the world in service-learn-
ing partnerships towards the achievement of the United 
Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

Each year the One World Youth Project organizes the 
MDG Awareness Day. It is an opportunity for all One 
World Youth Project participants to work together, share 
their experiences and act to help achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals. This year, more than 200 youth from 
10 OWYP groups in Ghana, India, Liberia, Morocco, Sri 
Lanka, and the United States participated in the MDG 
Awareness Day.

As part of their activities, participants wrote declara-
tions to send to NGOs in their respective countries and 
implemented local awareness programs linked to one of 
the MDGs, such as creating a street play (India), design-



ing advocacy posters (Morocco), organizing a conference 
(Ghana), and celebrating Earth Day (Colorado).

Earth Charter Youth Initiative

This year marked the Earth Charter Youth Initiative’s 
(ECYI) first formal involvement in promoting Global 
Youth Service Day (GYSD). The ECYI promoted GYSD 
by sending notices out to its network of youth groups and 
members in 20 countries and sharing its toolkit to support 
sustainability projects with the GYSD community. ECYI 
youth groups are engaged in all manner of sustainable de-
velopment projects, defined holistically to include human 
rights, environmental sustainability, livelihood security, 
democracy, nonviolence, and peace.

CLAYSS

CLAYSS (Centro Latinoamericano de Aprendizaje y Ser-
vicio) an NGO based in Argentina, is working to promote 
service-learning and youth leadership in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. To promote GYSD in Latin America, 
CLAYSS has designed a brochure of suggested activities 
in Spanish, available on-line at www.clayss.org.ar/biblio-
teca_digital.php. 

During GYSD, CLAYSS, working with the Argentine De-
partment of Education, Science, and Technology and other 
government agencies and NGOs, celebrated the more than 
14,000 schools in the country involved in community ser-
vice and service-learning throughout the year. The GYSD 
main event was a ceremony during which the Secretary of 
Education, Daniel Filmus, met a hundred young students 
representing schools from across the country, and present-
ed special awards to schools and universities for their out-
standing service-learning programs. A map of the schools 
and their projects can be found at www.mapaeducativo.
edu.ar/pages/mapas/mecyt/?idatlas=23. The estimated 
number of children and youth participating in those ser-
vice projects is 500,000. 

Reverence for Life/Music for Life 

Thousands of people, a majority of them youth, partici-
pated in 350 musical and cultural events in all six conti-
nents, inspired by the life and ideals of Nobel Peace Laure-
ate Dr. Albert Schweitzer. The goals of the campaign were 

to create awareness about the need to avert climate change, 
abolish nuclear weapons, and achieve the UN Millennium 
Development Goals.
 
Participants joined to create a global wave of music, be-
ginning with concerts in the Marshall Islands (site of the 
1950’s nuclear test explosions), Australia/New Zealand, 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and moving westward with the 
sun across time zones through Asia, South Asia, the Middle 
East, Europe/Africa, and North and South America, culmi-
nating in San Francisco, where the U.N. was founded.
 
One notable event was a celebration hosted by the Nobel 
Institute in Oslo, including Dr. Ole Mjos, Chair of the Nobel 
Peace Prize Committee. Another was the coordination with 
the global launching of the ICAN Campaign (www.icanw.
org) to abolish nuclear weapons. Other examples include 
the celebrations in Yaounde, Cameroon, where students 
from 10 schools participated in a competition on issues of 
malaria and youth development. Songs by the students on 
these issues were used in an advocacy campaign on malaria 
prevention. The Children of Zhigansk, Siberia, offered per-
formances of Arctic music and dances reflecting pride in 
Arctic folklore and culture, and the uniting power of music. 
In the United States, students in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
participated in the “Bridges of Books” project through with 
they wrote their own books, and then sent a selection to 
communities in Ghana, Nicaragua, El Salvador and Japan.

United States Department of State,
Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs, Youth Programs Division.

Multiple exchange student and alumni programs connect-
ed with the U.S. State Department’s Youth Division, within 
the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, have been 
among the most active participants in Global Youth Service 
Day. Programs such as Nacel Open Door, American Coun-
cils for International Education (ACCELS), FLEX (Future 
Leaders Exchange) Alumni Associations, participants in 
the Global Connections and Exchange programs, and oth-
ers have encouraged and supported the engagement of 
youth in different countries in service projects with a long-
term impact on the participants and their communities. 

In Turkmenistan, for example, Global Connections and 
Exchange students, teachers, and trainers came together for 
Global Youth Service Day to organize fifteen community 
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service projects and technology-related trainings across 
the country. 35 “TechAge Girls” applied newfound leader-
ship skills and introduced GYSD to more than 1,000 peers 
in Turkmenistan’s regions, towns, and villages.

Among the projects were a series of trainings on Turkmen 
grammar basics for 80 children, presentations for over 
300 community members on HIV/AIDS, substance abuse, 
diet and nutrition, and tuberculosis prevention. Also in 
Turkmenistan, members of Dashoguz American Corner 
organized a camp at a resource center to teach English to 
children whose parents are blind or deaf. In another proj-
ect of the Global Connections and Exchange Program in 
Afghanistan, students organized and participated in en-
vironmental initiatives and English language courses, an 
especially important contribution to rebuilding the coun-
try’s educational system, which was devastated by the war. 

In Gorod Kochkorata, Oblast Jalalabat, Kyrgyzstan stu-
dents from Kyrgyz, Russian, and Uzbek high schools were 
trained in leadership, professional development, and com-
munity service, building their capacity to organize proj-
ects on their own. The governor of Kochkorata opened the 
event, inspiring not only the youth but the adult popula-
tion as well. 

Students from the Dante Alighieri Student Council in Mol-
dova implemented multiple activities to educate their peers 
and the community about the need to preserve the environ-
ment. Projects included the construction of a 500-piece puz-
zle with an environmental theme, a “Biggest Pile of Trash” 
contest among different school grades, a poem and essay 
contest on “The Beauty of our Land”, clean up and garden-
ing projects, as well as youth-led cultural and educational 
events. Activities were led by 200 students and 50 adults, and 
engaged up to 1,500 children in the different projects. 

FLEX program alumni in Vladivostok, Russia, visited 
an orphanage. While the toys, food, and computers they 
brought to the children were appreciated, the volunteers 
shared with the orphans what the children needed the 
most: company, attention, and care through songs and 
games. FLEX’s Alumni Association in Kazakhstan is also 
committed to community. Only in one city before, their 
activities have now spread to ten cities and included a con-
ference held during GYSD, as well as an environmental 
clean-up project. Representatives of the U.S. Embassy par-
ticipated in the activities. 

Among the many projects conducted by the IEARN net-
work around the world, boarding students in the Mingbu-
lak school in Uzbekistan created a puppet show and took it 
on the road, visiting kindergartens in the area to entertain 
the children. The students also maintain the school’s web-
site in three different languages to share their activities.
  
Many more organizations than those listed here make 
critical contributions to the GYSD campaign; from Hope 
Worldwide and Innovations in Civic Participation 
through their communications and outreach, to the In-
ternational Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE) and 
the National Youth Leadership Council for including 
Global Youth Service Day as a highlighted item in their in-
ternational conferences, to Peace Child International and 
Special Olympics for facilitating contacts and strengthen-
ing the GYSD network and programming. Organizations 
such as Peace Corps, for example, although not formally 
a member of the International Coordinating Committee, 
are very active participants in GYSD: 25% of the Disney 
Minnie Grant recipients this year either learned about the 
program directly through a Peace Corps volunteer, or were 
Peace Corps Volunteer applicants themselves.

We are grateful to all our partners for mobilizing volun-
teers around this global celebration of youth service.
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Academy of Educational Development 	 http://www.aed.org

American Councils for International Education 	 http://www.americancouncils.org

Ariel Foundation International	 http://www.arielfoundation.org

Center for Cultural Interchange 	 http://www.cci-exchange.com

Council on International Educational Exchange (CIEE)	 http://www.ciee.org

Centro Boliviano de Filantropia (CEBOFIL)	 http://www.cebofil.net

City Year, Inc.	 http://www.cityyear.org

CLAYSS (Centro Latino Americano de Aprendizaje y Servicio Solidario)	 http://www.clayss.org.ar

Earth Charter Initiative	 http://www.earthcharter.org

Golden Key	 http://www.goldenkey.org

Global Youth Action Network	 http://www.youthlink.org

Habitat for Humanity International 	 http://www.habitat.org

Hope Worldwide	 http://www.hopeww.org

iEARN-USA (International Education And Resource Network - USA)	 http://www.us.iearn.org

IFES (formerly the International Foundation for Election Systems)	 http://www.ifes.org

Innovations in Civic Participation 	 http://www.icicp.org

International Association for Volunteer Effort	 http://www.iave.org

International Baccalaureate Organization	 http://www.ibo.org

Inter-American Development Bank	 http://www.iadb.org

International Youth Foundation	 http://www.iyfnet.org

Nacel Open Door, Inc	 http://www.nacelopendoor.org

National Youth Leadership Council	 http://www.nylc.org

One World Youth Project	 http://www.oneworldyouthproject.org

Partners of the Americas	 http://www.poa.com

Peace Child International	 http://www.peacechild.org

People to People International	 http://www.ptpi.org

Project Harmony Azerbaijan	 http://www.projectharmony.az

Reverence For Life	 http://www.reverenceforlife.org

Service for Peace	 http://www.serviceforpeace.org

Special Olympics	 http://www.specialolympics.org



15

Student Partnerships Worldwide	 http://www.spw.org

TakingITGlobal	 http://www.takingitglobal.org

Unite for Sight	 http://www.uniteforsight.org

United Nations Volunteers	 http://www.unv.org

United Nations Programme on Youth	 http://www.un.org/youth

U.S. Department of Justice	 http://www.usdoj.gov

U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Educational &  Cultural Affairs - 
Youth Programs Division                                          	 http://exchanges.state.gov/education/citizens/students

World Federation of United Nations Associations	 http://www.wfuna.org

Young Americas Business Trust	 http://www.yabt.org

Youth for Understanding	 http://www.yfu-usa.org

Youth Service America	 http://www.ysa.org

Youth Employment Summit	 http://www.yesweb.org

Youth Venture	 http://www.youthventure.org

Bangladesh



NATIONAL
COORDINATION

Many countries have national youth volunteer networks, 
or a government agency with a specific focus on youth that 
takes the lead in engaging organizations and young people 
in the celebrations. In some countries where a national 
youth network or organization might not exist, communi-
ty-based organizations implement local activities that ad-
dress community needs and concerns, with support from 
the GYSD Coordination Team.

Due to the very different situations in many countries, the 
GYSD Coordination Team has developed a flexible ap-pro-
ach to the organizing of activities at the national level. The 
prevailing approach is still to designate a single Na-tional 
Lead Agency (NLA) for each country. NLAs are se-lected 
based on their scope and national outreach capacity, re-
lationships they have with other youth-serving organiza-
tions in their country, the ability to engage multi-sector 
partnerships, and a commitment to carry out the effective 
coordination of GYSD. In larger countries where two orga-
nizations emerge as strong NLA candidates, both are des-
ignated Co-NLAs, to encourage greater collaboration.

Most GYSD celebrations take place during the designated 
weekend in April. However, some NLAs have moved the 
celebrations to other dates, either to coincide with im-
portant national events or avoid conflicts with religious 
or public holidays. In other countries, GYSD marks the 
highlight or launch of ongoing campaigns and long-term 

projects on youth volunteerism. NLAs are encouraged to 
find the dates and types of events that maximize impact 
and awareness in their country.

Serving as NLAs are a wide range of organizations, includ-
ing youth-led or youth-serving groups, university student 
associations, community-based and volunteer organiza-
tions, faith-based groups, local government agencies, na-
tional youth councils, national chapters of international 
agencies, and national government offices. NLAs provide a 
focal point for the distribution of GYSD-related informa-
tion and news to other organizations, as well as to young 
people throughout each country. NLAs also track the ac-
tivities of other organizations, including Local Organizers 
that are involved in their country.

Equally important for NLAs is their role in collecting, sum-
marizing and reporting back to the GYSD Coordination 
Team on the activities, service projects and events nation-
wide that took place to mark the celebrations. NLAs, where 
they have been designated, are responsible for reporting 
fully on the scope of GYSD-related activities in their coun-
try that year, so that the Final Report accurately reflects the 
breadth of the celebrations.

In countries where no NLA candidate emerges, Local Or-
ganizers are encouraged to coordinate activities on their 
own, and with other agencies in their country. LOs receive 

Global Youth Service Day is organized in partnership with a 
wide range of institutions and organizations of different scopes 
and sizes. 
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guidance and other non-financial support from the GYSD 
Coordination Team to develop and plan their activities. 
The strategy to work with more LOs has been developing 
over the past three years to give more organizations a for-
mal role and recognition in the celebrations.

Highlights of national 
coordination achievements:

In Brazil, Canada, France and Russia, nationwide youth 
volunteer networks served as NLA, and mobilized young 
people across their countries for GYSD. In Brazil, for ex-
ample, Natal Voluntários created 100 “mobilization com-
mittees” to help coordinate the efforts of schools, universi-
ties and other organizations. In France, Association de la 
Fondation Etudiante pour la Ville (A.F.E.V.), organized 
activities in more than 30 cities and towns, celebrating the 
willingness of young volunteers to take action. The Rus-
sian Volunteer Development Center of IAVE (MCH/ VC) 
garnered support from over 650 national and international 
organizations, while Volunteer Canada engaged their na-
tion-wide network in GYSD activities.

In Bulgaria, Panama and South Africa, government agen-
cies with a focus on youth were coordinating their activities 
for GYSD. For example, the Programa Contigo Juventud 
(Despacho de la Primera Dama) in Panama used GYSD as 
an opportunity to establish closer ties with youth organi-
zations and networks. The First Lady of Panama attended 
GYSD events and agreed to sponsor IAVE’s youth confer-
ence in Panama next year. The National Youth Service 
Unit (NYSU) in South Africa worked with local and re-

gional government, youth commissions and universities to 
organize events under the theme ‘Proud to Serve’.

NLAs and LOs are generally free to organize in a manner 
that fits the context of their countries. Different strategies 
that vary from country to country are not only appreci-
ated, but are encouraged. The GYSD Coordination Team 
stresses and promotes collaboration and networking 
among organizations, within and between countries and 
regions. By sharing and learning effective methods of co-
ordination, organizations are able to increase their impact 
and outreach.

III.III.



Based on the reporting from organizations this year, well 
over 40% of GYSD activities addressed environmental 
issues relating to MDG-7, and a similar proportion ad-
dressed HIV/AIDS and water-borne diseases, especially in 
Russia, and also in African and Latin American countries. 
GYSD initiatives in 2007 often addressed more than one 
of MDG at a time, although the majority of all projects 
focused on three Goals in particular: MDG-1, eradicat-
ing extreme poverty and hunger; MDG-6, combating HIV/
AIDS, malaria and other diseases; and MDG-7, ensuring 
environmental sustainability. Among the thousands of ser-
vice projects, some addressed the MDGs directly, even us-
ing them as a framework to organize their GYSD service 
projects.

In the Democratic Republic of Congo, organizers planned 
a forum to educate the public and young volunteers about 
the MDGs, and countries such as the Dominican Republic 
hosted rallies to call for the promotion of MDG-7, specifi-

cally. The MDG framework also served Ghana, who based 
their celebrations – including music, dance and drama 
sketches – on the MDGs, in order to educate volunteers 
about child mortality, HIV/AIDS and environmental sus-
tainability. UNACSAD, in Haiti, used them to focus the at-
tention of participants on contemporary problems in the 
country, illustrating that the MDGs serve not only as global 
targets, but also as important guidelines for development 
policy at the local level. During GYSD, volunteers used the 
Goals to identify local needs, address local concerns, while 
joining the global initiative.

Significant advances were made in Russia and Brazil, where 
two of the most successful GYSD programs took place, and 
both directly or indirectly addressed all 8 MDGs through 
the breadth of service events. In Russia, over one million 
volunteers were mobilized, and youth took action to allevi-
ate poverty and hunger for orphaned children, war veterans, 
flood victims, and the elderly, to cite but a few examples.

This year’s Global Youth Service Day celebrations illustrate the criti-
cal importance youth volunteerism represents in efforts to achieve 
the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the 
most comprehensive set of development targets all UN member 
states agreed to in 2000. Youth volunteers not only work towards 
the 8 objectives, but also help to plant these priorities firmly in 
the public consciousness, and on the international agenda, as the 
deadline of 2015 approaches.

GYSD & THE 
MILLENIUM
DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS
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Environmental initiatives were a huge success in Russia, 
as they were in Brazil, which showed an especially strong 
commitment to MDG-7. Organizations such as the Shirley 
Ann Sullivan Foundation in Restringa consistently focus 
on MDG awareness and action in their work, but this year 
specifically focused on MDG-7. Brazilian activities also ad-
dressed MDG 8, developing new international partnerships 
for development, as the continued success and growth of 
GYSD in the country, now more than ever, requires coop-
eration, collaboration, and the pooling of resources at the 
international level.

IV.

The Millennium
Development Goals

1.	 Eradicate Extreme Poverty and 
	 Hunger

2. 	 Achieve Universal Primary
	 Education

3.	 Promote Gender Equality and
	 Empower Women 

4.	 Reduce Child Mortality

5.	 Improve Maternal Health

6.	 Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and
	 other Diseases

7. 	 Ensure Environmental
	 Sustainability

8.	 Develop a Global Partnership for
	 Development



Brazil
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LONG TERM
IMPACT
While Global Youth Service Day is celebrated during one week-
end in April, it aims to focus the world’s attention on young 
people’s civic activities year-round. In fact, it is increasingly seen 
as a strategy to launch new initiatives, solidify partnerships, and 
engage youth in finding solutions to some of the most serious 
problems we face today. 

All service projects are valid entry points to a lifetime of 
volunteering: cleaning up parks and entire neighborhoods; 
painting a mural over graffiti-covered school walls; plant-
ing flowers in a community garden; or collecting books 
for children who have never owned a book before. At the 
same time, an annual review of Global Youth Service Day 
projects shows a growing trend in which youth are taking 
on projects focused on social problems that affect their so-
cieties at the core: helping to stop and prevent widespread 
diseases, teaching young children that they have a civic role 
to play in protecting the environment, facilitating broader 
access to technology as a way out of poverty, instituting 
channels of communication and initiatives where young 
people influence long-term policies, and addressing prob-
lems that affect specific populations, or that extend beyond 
the borders of their own countries. In many cases, GYSD is 
used as the mechanism to introduce new behaviors, such 
as allowing youth to play civic roles outside of the prevail-
ing traditions.

The following examples highlight some of the projects 
with long-term impact potential:

As detailed in a separate section of this report, numerous 
events were focused on the U.N. Millennium Development 
Goals. Here, we simply highlight the potential of GYSD as 
a strategy to launch or strengthen youth-led efforts that 
seek long-term impact through the MDG parameters.  
Campaigns such as the one conducted in China by 10,000 
volunteers to educate the public on climate change, or the 
project in Jordan to promote gender equality and women 
empowerment, as well as the many projects addressing 
widespread diseases, had a long-term plan in mind: to join 
the global efforts to achieve the Goals by 2015.

Global Youth Service Day is often identified as an initiative 
that reaffirms ongoing partnerships and launches new 
collaborations that will be sustained beyond the April ac-
tivities. 

In Nicaragua, this year’s GYSD served as a kick-off event 
for a major reforestation work in Jinotega, where com-
munity and government partners adopted reforestation 
as an official annual goal. Residents are also working to 
establish a formal environmental education program in 
their schools. In Sierra Leone, participants formed a Youth 

V.



Group Coalition to continue their engagement in planning 
and implementing GYSD programs. Project organizers in 
Ghana identified the need for a permanent platform for 
youth empowerment and participation. Their pilot project, 
S.P.A.C.E. (Sports, Performing Arts & Creative Education), 
attracted students, teachers, and community leaders who 
expressed interest in starting local chapters in their com-
munities. Other cross-sector partnerships were launched, 
as was the case in Rivne, Ukraine, where youth facilitated a 
workshop on the importance of forests for the biosphere, 
organized a round-table discussion with public officials, 
scientists and community members to outline an action 
plan, and then conducted a clean-up and tree planting 
project. More organizations joined the effort because of its 
coverage in the media, and they are already beginning to 
plan activities for GYSD 2008. The project was supported 
by the head of the City’s Family and Youth Department, 
and by the Town Council. 

A key role youth must play as active citizens is by shaping 
public policy and the decisions that will affect them, their 
families, and their communities. Acknowledging differ-
ences in social and political contexts, all project organizers 
are strongly encouraged to engage their public officials to 
highlight the contributions of youth as civic actors and as 
critical partners in development efforts. 

In El Salvador, young volunteers and their adult helpers 
built a gazebo in the centre of the Canton El Flor commu-
nity as a focal point in the village for recreational activi-
ties and a meeting space for youth and local leadership; 
the new site may even generate income as vendors use the 
gazebo to sell their produce. Through the Association for 
Volunteer Services’ leadership in Lebanon, students par-
ticipating in a range of projects interacted with policy 
officials and committed to continuing their service ac-
tivities year-round; a major TV station produced a special 
on youth volunteering, and plans are moving forward to 
incorporate service-learning into educational systems and 
school curricula. We should note that the incorporation 
of service-learning into educational curricula is emerging 
as a long-term impact of GYSD in other countries too, 
such as Niger, Pakistan and Russia. 

Also in Russia, youth in four republics participated in the 
development of state policies for the first time, focusing on 
issues of employment and HIV/AIDS. Child Rights Project 
of Minerva, an NGO in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, participated 
in legislative meetings with public officials to allow young 

volunteers to paint a mural in a public space of the Fir-
davsi district. This was the first time children were able to 
carry out such an activity in a public place. In Jipal, Nige-
ria, a Town Hall meeting between the Kids Hope School 
and community leaders created awareness about the ap-
palling water and sanitation problems in their town; this 
led to the local government passing a decree for all owners 
of stray pigs (which contributed to the sanitation prob-
lems) to keep them as domestic animals. And in Philip-
pines, Froilan Lopez High School Zero Waste Management 
Summer Youth Camp carried out a campaign to revitalize 
interest among municipal councilors in promoting and 
enforcing waste management codes and regulations.

There is no question that youth around the world are 
identifying and finding solutions for serious problems, 
even in the most disadvantaged circumstances or within 
cultural contexts that discourage their efforts. However, 
their initiatives often go unnoticed because of commonly 
held perceptions that young people “are the future” and 
not mature or engaged enough to participate as leaders 
today. But GYSD is a time in the year when the power of 
numbers cannot be disregarded: millions of children and 
youth visibly engaged in solving problems are a good indi-
cator of their positive role in society. For example:

In Saudi Arabia, 300 youth volunteered to create, organize, 
and promote the first event in the country to raise awareness 
about the need for integrating individuals with special needs. 
For many youth, this was the first time they volunteered, or 
even interacted with children with disabilities.  Although the 
Saudi TV crew attended the event, it was not aired because 
the participation of young women as volunteers, along with 
individuals from other countries, contradicted local cultural 
practices. Teaching youth to understand and integrate peo-
ple with special needs, and also providing alternative venues 
to harmful activities by empowering disadvantaged youth in 
their communities, were key goals of the project. 

Other examples of young people working to address core 
issues in their societies, by also integrating discriminated 
groups, include the project in Kucove, Albania, where al-
most 180 children organized a large-scale trash pick-up in 
the community and made a particular effort to integrate 
Roma youth as volunteers. In Nigeria, volunteers orga-
nized campaigns to prevent and eliminate child trafficking 
as well as to support its victims. And in Bangladesh, forty 
high school girls in Comilla organized literacy camps for 
100 community members who had never attended school. 
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These are only a few examples of the many cases in which 
young people are taking ownership of their communi-
ties’ deepest problems and participating in efforts to solve 
them. We invite readers of this report to review its contents 
considering the potential of youth as true partners in long-
term development efforts.

Palestine



China
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SPONSORS

Disney “Minnie Grants” support
GYSD projects.

While it is not a common assumption that children as 
young as five are ready to contribute, close to 7,600 chil-
dren under 14 years old in 25 countries, showed that indeed 
they have much to offer. Thanks to support from The Walt 
Disney Company, 76 projects received $500 each to engage 
younger children as volunteers. These youth planned and 
implemented “strategic service” projects that addressed 
the basic needs of hunger and literacy, and compelling is-
sues such as public health and sanitation, environmental 
conservation and climate change, HIV/AIDS prevention 
and education.  Their activities garnered local and national 
media attention not only because of the young volunteers’ 

leadership, but also because many reached out to youth 
traditionally not asked to serve, such as youth from mar-
ginalized populations (for example, the Roma in Eastern 
Europe), children with disabilities, youth involved in the 
justice system, and those from very poor communities. 
In each case, project organizers adapted GYSD tools and 
materials to their needs, preparing resources in multiple 
languages, including Albanian, Bangla, Chinese, English, 
French, Gujarati, Hindi, Kiswahili, Romanian, Russian, 
Spanish, Tajik, Tami, and Ukrainian.
 

VI.

Encouraging and supporting youth engagement is a multi-sec-
tor effort. Schools, communities, governments, and businesses 
have a role to play in ensuring that youth have the opportunities 
and the resources they need to be active citizens. In this section, 
we report on the important support provided by two corpora-
tions – the Walt Disney Company and State Farm Companies 
Foundation – to the overall GYSD campaign. In addition, the 
country reports also include references to financial or in-kind 
contributions received at the local level both from public and 
private sources.



Some projects are highlighted below:

In Azerbaijan, two hundred youth from a school worked 
with one hundred students from an orphanage to restore 
an outdoor play area for children with disabilities.  In Ar-
menia, thirty 7-14 year-olds worked with three hundred 
younger children to plant 150 trees around local nursery 
schools to improve the environment.  Fifty-three youth in 
Tajikistan who are court-involved and low-income led 121 
volunteers in cleaning a community park that had fallen 
into disrepair since the civil war in the late 90’s.

In El-Salvador, fifty-five students and five adults planned 
and constructed a community gazebo that they can use for 
recreational and organizational activities, both during and 
after school. In Bolivia, forty youth were trained as public-
health educators; they facilitated workshops for the com-
munity and constructed a 10,000-liter water storage tank.  

In Dominica, fifty youth from a low-wealth community 
created a computer room in their school.  One hundred 
and sixty young people in Nicaragua planted 150 trees 
along the rivers and also created a nursery where youth 
will raise 1,000 trees to be planted in strategic areas in the 
future.  

In the Philippines, fifty youth volunteers organized art 
workshops for 135 youth who are orphaned/homeless, and 
helped these youth realize that they too can contribute to 
their community.  In Bangladesh, forty girls designed a 
project to host several literacy camps and invited 100 com-
munity members who have never attended school to go to 
the camps.  In the People’s Republic of China, thirty col-
lege youth engaged 200 younger youth from five primary 
schools, resulting in mass removal of invasive plants in lo-
cal parks and gardens. 

Nineteen projects took place in India. Youth engaged out-
of-school children and adults in literacy classes and organ-
ic farming labs, addressed malaria-prevention, educated 
their peers and the community about solid waste manage-
ment, conducted community cleanups, secured safe-drink-
ing water, planted trees, and educated their communities 
about compulsory nutrition and education.

In the Palestinian Territories, youth educated their com-
munities about Thelassemia (an inherited autosomal re-
cessive blood disease) and collected funds to support a li-
brary for a rural school. In a refugee camp in Jordan, youth 
organized an educational fair.

In Kenya, youth from low-income communities edu-
cated their communities about homeless children and 
HIV/AIDS, cleared blockages in the town’s sewage system, 
collected and disposed of trash and litter, conducted en-
vironmental education, and planted 200 tree seedlings. In 
Nigeria, youth worked with masons and adult volunteers 
to build a model latrine, to serve as an example to all vil-
lagers on building their own sanitation facilities.  In The 
Gambia, 750 youth learned about HIV/AIDS prevention 
and created a home visitation program for people living 
with HIV/AIDS who need assistance.

Three National Lead Agencies supported:

In addition, the Walt Disney Company supported the 
work of three National Lead Agencies with a $2,000 grant 
each: People’s Institute for Development and Training in 
India, The IAVE Russian Volunteer Development Center 
and Sozidanie Foundation in Russia, and TakingITGlob-
al’s China Regional Office at the Beijing Jiaotong Univer-
sity. Their activities are reported separately in the Country 
Reports section.

State Farm Companies Foundation
supports GYSD in the US & Canada.

The State Farm Companies Foundation is the Presenting 
Sponsor of Global Youth Service Day in the United States, 
and for the first time this year the company has also pro-
vided grants of $2,000 each to support the work of 4 agen-
cies to coordinate GYSD projects in Canada: Volunteer 
Canada, Volunteer Toronto, Volunteer Centre of South 
East New Brunswick, and Child and Youth Friendly Cal-
gary. The funds contributed to the implementation of the 
following activities:

Volunteer Canada: The national voice of volunteerism 
in the country, Volunteer Canada coordinated placement 
of Public Service Announcements on 479 radio stations, 
booked 75 radio interviews with the President of Volunteer 
Canada across the country, and mobilized over 134,000 
youth in 330 events, recording over 600,000 hours of ser-
vice contributed by youth. 

Volunteer Toronto: The agency issued a GYSD statement 
to members and partners encouraging the engagement of 
youth and the resulting benefits of capturing young peo-
ple’s commitment to volunteering. One of the catch lines 
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was you can “grow” a volunteer in 40 hours, an acknowl-
edgment of the challenges associated with the high school 
mandatory community service program in Ontario. 
 
Volunteer Toronto released a press release highlighting the 
commitment of youth to civic engagement, which high-
lighted innovations from youth. Print, TV and radio were 
contacted to encourage the profiling of young members of 
the community who make a difference through their vol-
unteer activities.  

Volunteer Toronto is developing a Youth Council and 
GYSD was a pivotal point in the rollout of the recruitment 
strategy for young leaders to participate in the Council. 
The support from State Farm contributed to the seed work 
and will have a legacy in the commitment of youth in the 
wider civic engagement strategy of Volunteer Toronto.

Volunteer Center of South Eastern New Brunswick: As a 
Global Youth Service Day activity, middle school students 
(grades 4-8) began a long term project that will allow youth 
to share cultural differences and help new immigrant stu-
dents feel welcome in their new educational environment.  

Over the next 6 months, students will each be creating a 
page for a book about their Canadian experiences, which 
will be written in both their mother tongue and translated 
to English.  These stories will be part of a publication that 

will be inserted into welcome packages for new immigrant 
children as they enter the educational system. The wel-
come packages will be segmented by language and include 
a storybook, hand made picture dictionaries, and a variety 
of mementos to help the children feel included.  

Child and Youth Friendly Calgary: The Youth Volunteer 
Corps (YVC) Steering Committee was involved in planning 
Global Youth Service Day. The theme selected for 2007 was 
“Clean Up, Fix Up and Wrap Up”. This 3-day project was 
focused on getting youth in the city to come together to 
help improve communities in Calgary. On April 20, 2007 
they encouraged schools to get out into their surround-
ing communities and clean them up. In addition they 
partnered with Hull Child and Family Services to fix up 
youth group homes over the weekend. Volunteers helped 
to improve and create special rooms in the homes, such as 
a relaxation room, a game room, a library, and an outdoor 
garden. They also collected donations to help with the “fix 
up” project and wrapped up items as gifts to the youth that 
live in these homes.



MEDIA
COVERAGE
In its multiple forms, the media is one of the most powerful vehi-
cles to spread the message about young people’s contributions. All 
GYSD participants, therefore, are encouraged to invite media rep-
resentatives to their projects and to seek their help in changing the 
perception of youth as liabilities, to one that acknowledges youth 
as resources and solutions to many of the world’s problems. 

Some highlights of media coverage for the 2007 Global Youth Service Day 
celebrations include:

Armenia: Nor Hayack, a youth journal with a major focus 
on cultural/educational issues, published an article about 
the main GYSD event, as did the Azg newspaper. A local 
TV station also aired a piece about the event.

Bulgaria: A large press conference was held at the opening 
of the event. National TV and radio programs covered all 
GYSD activities.

Canada: Events led by Volunteer Canada secured broad 
media coverage, including 75 radio interviews with its 
President, to inform the public about the more than 
134,000 youth engaged in GYSD events. 

China: The public awareness campaign on climate change 
was covered in the official newspaper, China Environment, 
as well as in the China Environment Resource Network. 
Other mainstream media expressed interest, including the 
People Daily, China Daily, and CNN Beijing.

Ecuador: Global Youth Service Day in Muisne was fea-
tured in the April edition of the Peace Corps International 
Newsletter, and covered by the local radio station.

Hungary: The Közöd! project received about 150 me-
dia hits, including TV reports in evening news and radio 
shows, and articles in local newspapers.
	
India: All India Radio covered events in Delhi by the Peo-
ple’s Institute for Development and Training. Punjab Kesa-
ri, a leading Hindi daily of North India, also covered GYSD 
events and highlighted the news prominently in their City 
Column on April 21, 2007. Other activities carried out in 
India were covered by Local Tamil and English newspapers 
in Nagercoil, who featured a project in which 38 youth be-
came barefoot counselors and educated their peers about 
HIV/AIDS, alcohol and drug prevention, as well as adoles-
cent reproductive health. 
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Kenya: GYSD events in Kenya were covered in the Stan-
dard, The People and Nation Newspapers. They also re-
ceived coverage on a National TV station during prime 
time news.

Macedonia: the Macedonian TV affiliate in Skopje sent a 
camera crew to cover original street theater presentations 
by 32 kindergarten and first-grade students about global 
warming and climate change, and broadcast the projects 
over a 24-hour news cycle.  

Nigeria: National and local newspapers covered GYSD 
events throughout Nigeria extensively. The DNA CON-
SULT project received three days’ coverage by the Nigerian 
Television Authorities and Rivers State Television.

Pakistan: GYSD events of Pakistan received intensive cover-
age from local media and national papers, which include, 
among many others, MADA OKARA, Lahore Daily EX-
PRESS, Lahore Daily PAKISTAN, and Daily INSAF Lahore.

Philippines: Six local FM radio stations broadcast inter-
views and announcements about GYSD in the Philippines.

Russia: A total of 323 newspapers, 112 TV stations and 
65 websites carried news about GYSD and its more than 1 
million participants in Russia. 
             
Sierra Leone: GYSD events received media coverage from 
6 local radio stations and several national and local news-
papers; as well as television reports from ABC TV Sierra 
Leone Broadcasting services.

Trinidad and Tobago: Newspaper articles in all three daily 
newspapers in Trinidad and Tobago covered GYSD events 

in the country. Television interviews on four leading TV 
Stations were aired in prime time.

We are grateful to these and to the many other media out-
lets that covered Global Youth Service Day 2007 events.  It 
is through their efforts that the public can be educated about 
the important role youth play in the leadership of every com-
munity.

 

VII.



For youth to be incorporated as partners in community improve-
ment and national development, it is critical for governments to 
recognize them as such. Global Youth Service Day is, therefore, 
an opportunity for public officials at different levels to convey 
the message through their direct participation, financial support, 
policy development, and official proclamations, that young peo-
ple are indeed allies in civic efforts. By doing so, governments 
model for the rest of society the idea that youth cannot be left out 
of important initiatives and, moreover, that they play an integral 
part in revitalizing their communities and their countries. Be-
low are some examples of public officials’ involvement in Global 
Youth Service Day 2007.

GOVERNMENT 
SUPPORT

As in previous years, Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula 
da Silva officially commemorated Brazil’s GYSD events; 
in an official statement he indicated that “Global Youth 
Service Day [is] the most expressive, global celebration of 
youth volunteerism… Young citizens of all ages, I want to 
see you contribute your best to see the best of what you 
want for your country. Be a volunteer. Bring your group 
together and participate!” 

In Russia, President Vladimir Putin noted the significance 
of Global Youth Service Day in his message to the Annual 
Meeting of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation. 

In Guatemala, President Oscar Berger and Mr. Luis A. 
Moreno, President of the Inter-American Development 
Bank, actively participated in a youth-led service project 
within the framework of the Bank’s Annual Meeting. 

In Panama, GYSD events were led by the Office of the First 
Lady. Through the program “Contigo Juventud” (With 
You, Youth) and the Leisure Parks Network Project, they 
mobilized 4,500 youth in environmental awareness cam-
paigns and projects. The office also agreed to sponsor next 
year’s Youth Conference, which precedes the International 
Association for Volunteer Effort’s Global Conference, to be 
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held in Panama, and which will have specific connections 
to Global Youth Service Day. In South Africa, the National 
Youth Service Unit within the Office of the Presidency 
engaged more than 20,000 young people in projects that 
ranged from health awareness and urban infrastructure 
development to environmental protection and support for 
child-headed households. In Guyana, Prime Minister Sam 
Hinds attended the Cultural Concert during Global Youth 
Service Day and delivered a speech to show his support and 
commitment to solving his country’s literacy problems. 
The first lady of the city of Muisne in Ecuador, Paola Ga-
rocio, delivered a speech at the GYSD celebrations. 

In Saint Lucia, the Minister of Youth and Sports showed 
support for GYSD during his televised address as part of 
Youth Month, which was celebrated during the month of 
April. In Egypt, iEARN Egypt worked with the Ministry 
of Education on three main projects, including a youth 
conference, a Model United Nations session, and a natu-
ral resources education project. In Azerbaijan, represen-
tatives from the Ministry of Economics, the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports, as well as the Deputy Mayor of Len-
keran, attended GYSD events. Congresswoman Anna 
Eschoo from California, United States, issued a congres-
sional proclamation in honor of Global Youth Service Day 
to the students in her district, who organized a joint en-
vironmental project with students in China; as one of the 
students from the United States traveled to China to meet 
his project partners, he presented the official proclamation 
to commemorate the friendship between youth of the two 
countries.

Representative from local government recognized many 
community projects organized for GYSD. In Uganda, for 
example, local government chairmen delivered speeches 

and worked alongside volunteers, while in Nicaragua a lo-
cal mayor was present and assisted with a road improve-
ment project. In several countries, including Armenia, In-
dia, Moldova, Trinidad and Tobago, and the Philippines, 
the mayors’ offices contributed funds, trees for planting, 
transportation means, accommodations, and promotional 
items. Other official representatives lending their support 
included U.S. Embassy officials, such as in Botswana, St. 
Kitts and Nevis, and Turkmenistan, and university faculty 
and administrators in several countries.

These are only a few examples of the many government 
representatives that marked Global Youth Service Day as a 
celebration of youth as citizens and critical actors in social 
change. In many cases, as reported in the country sum-
maries, their offices have made firm commitments to the 
sustained engagement of youth in policy decisions and de-
velopment efforts.



Uzbekistan
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The following section contains summaries of the activities orga-
nized in each country that participated in Global Youth Service 
Day this year. The summaries have been compiled by the GYSD 
Coordination Team based on reports by National Lead Agencies 
and Local Organizers. When reading the summaries, please note 
the following:

IX.

In countries with one or two National Lead Agencies,  or-
ganizations are listed with contact information. Local Or-
ganizers are highlighted in the summary. 

In countries with one or two Local Organizers, organiza-
tions are listed with contact information and highlighted 
in summary.

In countries with three or more Local Organizers, organi-
zations are listed with name only and highlighted in the 
summary.

Every organization that participated and submitted a re-
port of their activities is highlighted in bold in the country 
summary.

The long term impact of GYSD activities is highlighted in 
italics in the country summaries.  

COUNTRY
REPORTS



Afghanistan
Number of participants:  250

Local Organizer:
Relief International – Schools Online

Contact:
Mumtaza Abdurazzakova
Kabul
+93-799-401-667
mumtaza@ri.org

The importance of youth participation was demonstrated 
in 8 projects across Afghanistan, as 250 young volunteers 
celebrated Global Youth Service Day 2007. Communities 
and children alike were able to reap the benefits of a vari-
ety of environmental, educational and sporting events, co-
ordinated by Relief International Afghanistan, and made 
possible with a Disney Minnie Grant. Youth leaders and 
volunteers from the Global Connection and Exchange 
Program (GCEP) in the Ningarhar province planted 30 
trees, a welcome addition to the city of Jalalabad. Local 
representatives commented that the event would help 
in the fight against drought, and that the Youth Leader-
ship Club would help to increase youth participation and 
strengthen community development initiatives. In Kabul, 
17 children benefited from the efforts of the English Language 
Club, a GCEP Internet Learning Centre initiative. Elsewhere, 
in the Darlamon district of the capital, over 80 girls and boys 
took part in an exciting running competition, bringing the 
children together and helping to restore the sporting cul-
ture in Afghanistan. Moreover, the Youth Leadership Club 
prepared a nationwide special edition newsletter includ-
ing materials on youth leadership, human and children’s 
rights, and distributed over 1,500 copies in the Capital.

Albania
Number of participants:  179

Local Organizer: 
Kucove Youth Center

Contact:
Burbuqe Mecaj
Kucove
+355-692-182-381
qrkucove@yahoo.com 

In Albania, GYSD was coordinated by Kucove Youth Cen-
ter, which mobilized over 170 young volunteers from 7 
local schools. The Youth Center received a Disney Min-
nie Grant to coordinate the day’s environmental activi-
ties. These included a clean-up and beautification of the 
volunteers’ schools, as well as an awareness and educa-
tion session, where the children learned how they could 
protect the environment. Peace Corps Community De-
velopment Volunteer Juliet Kosarzycki also assisted in the 
preparations, and the Municipality of Kucove donated 28 
trees and 9 garbage containers. Save the Children donated 
t-shirts and posters, and local businesses donated funds 
and supplies. A local TV station aired a story on the Youth 
Center and interviews with the participants. Mayor Artur 
Kurti and the Vice-Mayor, Vice-Prefect, and the Minister 
of Education also recognized the children for their efforts, 
which have engaged them in contributing to their community 
through service and in preserving a clean local environment.

Albania
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Argentina
Number of participants:  300

National Lead Agency: 
Club de Leones La Rioja Amanecer

Contact:
Elizabet del Valle Robles
Buenos Aires
+54-382-245-00-86
erobles@arnet.com.ar

Club de Leones La Rioja Amanecer ensured a success-
ful GYSD celebration in Argentina, raising awareness and 
volunteer participation in environmental and health is-
sues. Over 5,000 pamphlets, entitled ‘The Environment 
is Our Future’,  were distributed to educate the public on 
the importance of caring for the environment. Meanwhile, 
over 250 school children in rural areas were provided with 
clothing and non-perishable foods, giving the volunteers a 
sense of solidarity with the children, and an appreciation 
for the importance of volunteering in community devel-
opment. Further strides were made for youth empower-
ment through the Foro Sudamericano Leo (FOSULEO), 
a gathering of over 100 youth from Argentina, Chile and 
Peru, which emphasized the importance of leadership 
through community service. However, the highlights of 
this year’s GYSD in Argentina were the successful efforts 
of the Club de Leones to test and detect diabetes in some 
500 people, a campaign now being pursued by the Munici-
pality of Sanagasta in a drive to improve local healthcare and 
environmental conditions.

Armenia
Number of participants:  3,530

Local Organizers: 
Artashat Nursery School

Contact:
Voskehat Hakobyan
Artashat
+374-93-27-98-17
araksiah@yahoo.com

Tsisternak Women’s NGO

Contact:
Ani Zakaryan
Yerevan
+374-93-79-88-39
z_ani2002@yahoo.com

This year’s GYSD in Armenia saw the environment take 
centre stage, with 3,500 children between the ages of 4 and 
14 participating in a host of environmental and cleaning 
events in their schools, parks and local communities. Over 
1,500 trees were planted in school yards, children partici-
pated in round table discussions on protecting the envi-
ronment, and they also took walking tours of Armenian 
historical monuments and heritage sites. Several schools 
collaborated with Peace Corps Armenia volunteers on the 
photo competition ‘This is Our Nature’.

Two local organizers, Tsisternak Women’s NGO in Yerevan, 
and Artashat Nursery School both benefited from Disney 
Minnie Grants to organize their projects. In Artashat, 300 
nursery children participated in the ‘Clean Environment 
for Youth’ project, learning about the importance of a clean 
environment, and together planting over 100 trees, pro-
vided by the local government. The tremendous efforts of 
the Tsisternak organization and their volunteers focused 
on 25 children in Noubarashen #11 School, helping dem-
onstrate that mental disability is no obstacle to artistic 
achievement.  In collaboration with the Yerevan Puppet 
Theatre, the children’s adaptation of a fairy tale was the 
culmination of a month-long preparation course, helping 
the children and volunteers to believe in themselves, and 
in the value of their community service. 

Armenia



Bahamas
Number of participants: 25

Local Organizer: 
S.T.R.A.W. Inc. Center for Young Women

Contact:
Therena Cunningham
Nassau, New Providence
+242-328-23-04
straw_inc@hotmail.com

In the Bahamas, S.T.R.A.W. Inc. Center for Young Women 
marked Global Youth Service Day with an engaging politi-
cal forum leading up to the national elections, attended by 
about 50 people, including several young voters. The proj-
ect was coordinated by the youth to have a healthy debate 
with representatives from each political party. A represen-
tative from the Parliamentary Department was invited to 
discuss registration and voting procedures with the young 
voters, who were concerned about political issues and their 
economic stake in their country. Present at the forum were 
representatives from each political party, the Free National 
Movement, the Progressive Liberal Party and the Bahamas 
Democratic Movement. Both male and female speakers 
addressed the forum, and the young women present were 
able to speak freely and openly. The theme of the day, ‘Who 
are you voting for?’ helped the young participants get clear 
on their electoral choices, and encouraged their participa-
tion in future elections. 

Azerbaijan
Number of participants:  300

Local Organizer: 
Peace Corps Azerbaijan

Contact:
Ashley Hunziker
Baku
+994-05-04-48-41-65
euroash@gmail.com

Peace Corps and Right to Play teamed up for GYSD in 
Azerbaijan, engaging over 200 young volunteers in the 
town of Lenkeran in building a playground at the local 
orphanage for disabled children. In addition to the many 
volunteers from local schools, 100 children from the or-
phanage joined in leading the project and helped convert 
the unused land into a playground with football goals and 
basketball nets. Right to Play donated the sports equip-
ment and also gave a presentation on the importance of 
active citizenry during their youth, using the project to in-
troduce new games and different methods of exercise to 
the children. Disney  provided a Minnie Grant to support 
Peace Corps activities. The roles of the local Ministry of 
Youth and Sports, Ministry of the Economy and Mayors 
Office were also crucial in providing valuable time, effort 
and resources to the project, and will ensure that youth 
from the orphanage, and all local children, have a safe place 
to play for many years, while demonstrating how easily they 
can make a difference in each other’s lives.
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Bangladesh
Number of participants:  2,245

National Lead Agency: 
The National Federation of Youth Organisations in Ban-
gladesh (NYFOB)

Contact:
Dulal Biswas
Mohammadpur, Dhaka
+88-02-911-16-60
nfyob_bd@yahoo.com, nfyob@bijoy.net

In Bangladesh, over 2,000 people participated in GYSD, 
which was organized by the National Federation of Youth 
Organisations in Bangladesh (NFYOB), as well as by the 
Bangladesh Association of Young Researchers (BAYR), 
Participatory Research and Action Network (PRAN) and 
Relief International – Schools Online (RI-SOL), through 
its Global Connections and Exchange Program (GCEP). 
This year, NFYOB collaborated with Hunger Free World 
and the Bangladeshi YES Network to organize a discussion 
meeting on the role of the NLA and youth volunteering 
in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 
raising the need for empowerment of women and children 
as a key factor in the process of realizing the MDGs. Else-
where, in the Brahanmaria District, NFYOB and SSIT or-
ganized a road clean-up program and a blood donation 
drive, in addition to planting 5,000 saplings and trees in 
Hazaribagh, Chittagong, Gopalganj and Kaliganj. 

In the run up to GYSD, BAYR organized several events in Dha-
ka, such as CV-writing seminars for youth and women new to 
the job market, an Internet Fundamentals event at the British 
Council Library to enhance participants’ online research skills, 
and a Basic Research Program for talented future research-
ers at the Center for Advanced Research in the Humanities. 
Over 500 people took part in BAYR events, conducted in 
the spirit that “every day is Global Youth Service Day”. BAYR 
would like to thank three individuals in particular for their 
appearance and support: Prof. Dr. S.M.A. Faiz, Honorable 
Vice Chancellor of the University of Dhaka, Iqbal Sobhan 
Chowdury, Editor of the Daily Observer, and Kamal Ahmed 
Majumder, Editor of The New Nation daily newspaper. In 
Noakhali, PRAN mobilized over 40 youth for a workshop 
on the MDGs, encouraging participants to support primary 
education and forestation initiatives.

Through its GCEP school network, Relief International 
Bangladesh mobilized 1,700 volunteers under the ban-
ner ‘Education for all’, although many community needs, 
such as community cleanliness and malnutrition, were ad-
dressed. A further 1,900 vulnerable or disadvantaged wom-
en and children were served in districts such as Chittagong, 
Comilla, Jessore, Dhaka, Narayanganj and Gazipur. Events 
ranged from student rallies and focus groups on the role of 
youth in civic education, to ongoing literacy camps in Na-
rayanganj and in the slums of Jessore City, where the Bad-
shah Faisal Islamic Institute teamed up with Jessore Educa-
tion for the Slum Children. Other organizations such the 
Chowara Girls High School and Jubo Shamajer Alo (Light 
of Youth) benefitted from Disney Minnie Grants to imple-
ment their projects. In Chittagong, students at the Halisha-
har Meher Afzal School founded the ‘One Student, One Tree’ 
campaign to ensure continuous tree planting in the commu-
nity, and 30 students from Garib-E-Newaz High School held 
a meeting to educate pregnant women on nutrition in order to 
prevent child mortality. Efforts across the country were rec-
ognized by local radio and newspaper coverage. Additional 
pictures from the celebrations may be found here: http://
www.connect-bangladesh.org/content/view/391/247/.

Bangladesh



Benin
Number of participants: 50

Local Organizer: 
Mouvement des Jeunes pour la Justice et 
le Progrès (MJJP)

Contact:
Mr Fadonougbo
Cotonou
+229-97-89-92-85
kikios007@yahoo.fr

Le Mouvement des Jeunes pour la Justice et le Progrès were 
able to overcome limited funding and resources to mobilize 
50 youth to take part in a health education event at a local 
health centre, where a number of exchanges were made and 
new friendships formed. In the longer term the health centre 
will be able organize future events and extend the project over 
more of the country.

Benin
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Bolivia
Number of participants:  240

Local Organizers: 
Ambio Chaco NGO/ Peace Corps

Contact:
Peter Schecter
Villamontes
+591-672-37-97
peter@carsclassic.com

Municipality of Pucará

Contact:
Claire Bosch
Vallegrande
+591-313-71-84
cgbosch@gmail.com

GYSD activities this year were organized by Ambio Chaco 
NGO, Peace Corps Bolivia and the Municipality of Pu-
cará, where Disney Minnie Grants were provided to help 
offset the costs of projects around the country. In Tres Po-
zos, Ambio Chaco NGO and Peace Corps mobilized 100 
volunteers from Villamontes, who were joined by a local 

government representative to install a water tank and rain-
water capturing system. The water system was appreciated 
by a community that has been severely affected by drought in 
the past, but which is now equipped with a sustainable so-
lution that provides safe drinking water. Other events were 
organized to coincide with the unveiling of the water tank, 
including presentations by university students on sanita-
tion and the dangers of water-borne diseases. To this end, 
all volunteers helped clean up areas with standing water, in 
addition to a host of other activities that included mural-
painting and celebrating indigenous Weehayek artistry. 

In Pucará, the emphasis for GYSD was placed on the envi-
ronment and the rural poor and 60 volunteers were trained 
to serve food to over 600 people in the community. The 
participants collected 450 pounds of garbage to promote 
a clean community and the viability of ecotourism as an 
alternative development strategy. The importance of youth 
empowerment, and especially for young women, as well as 
teamwork and collaboration with local authorities, are en-
during messages to local schoolchildren. Each school year has 
‘adopted a street’ to clean up, and weekly community tourism 
workshops are now attended by 30-40 people who learn how 
to provide for tourists; these are facilitated by the Corban 
Schaller Middle School, Peace Corps Bolivia and the local 
government. 

Bolivia



Brazil
Number of participants:  147,523

National Lead Agency: 
Natal Voluntários

Contact:
Monica MacDowell, Maria Luisa Madeiros
Natal, RN
+55-84-321-115-27
diaglobal@natalvoluntarios.org.br
www.diaglobal.org.br

In its eighth year, Global Youth Service Day broke all re-
cords in Brazil, where more than 147,000 volunteers were 
mobilized in a hugely successful campaign, once again co-
ordinated by Natal Voluntários. About 100 “mobilization 
committees” organized the efforts of over a thousand uni-
versities, schools and other organizations, who served more 
than 1.8 million people across the country. Once again, the 
focus was on the United Nations Millennium Development 
Goals, and nearly a third of the 1,500 projects organized tar-
geted environmental issues in particular, such as those orga-
nized by the Shirley Ann Sullivan Educational Foundation 
(SASEF) in Restinga. Other organizations, such as the Part-
ner of the Americas Comitê-São Paolo, based in Atibaia, 
coordinated a variety of projects on hunger and poverty, 
youth employment, and the environment, notably a “Plant-
ing for the Future” event. More than 3,600 volunteers served 
a further 3,000 people in Atibaia during GYSD, and the cel-
ebrations culminated in the 3rd Youth Forum there, entitled 
“O Mundo do Trabalho na Economia Solidária” (‘The World 
of Work in the Solidary Economy).

Other highlights this year included an essay competition 
for GYSD participants, on the question of “Being a Volun-
teer”. Also, a Public Audience on youth volunteering in the 
Legislative Assembly of Rio Grande do Norte created a state 
law introducing Volunteering Week each April, to coincide 
with GYSD in the future. In Manaus, 10,000 young people 
united for “Hands and Voices of the Amazon,” a colorful 
display of street dancing, capoeira and exhibitions. Presi-
dent of Brazil, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva also encouraged 
volunteers in his annual official message of solidarity, and 
famous Brazilian actor Paulo Autran continues to support 
the television publicity campaign, created for volunteers 
by McCann Erickson.  In 356 towns and cities throughout 
the 27 federal states in Brazil, the power of volunteering 
has proved to be a real force for positive change and hope.

Bulgaria
Number of participants:  2,920

National Lead Agency: 
State Agency for Youth and Sport

Contact:
Meglena Lazarova
Sofia
+359-29-30-06-79
youthinfo@youthsport.bg

Local Organizer:
ZAEDNO

Contact:
Maria Dimitrova
Sofia
+359-28-52-43-52
zaedno@zaedno.net
http://gysd.zaedno.net

In over 50 projects around the country, Bulgaria’s GYSD 
activities proved to be a great success, showing significant 
progress from last year. The efforts of this year’s NLA, the 
State Agency for Youth and Sport, received attention from 
the national media for its commitment to increase youth 
representation in policy-making at the national level in the 
future. A nationwide ‘Be Active’ campaign was aimed at 16-
35 year old Bulgarians, in a bid to make physical health and 
exercise a part of the lasting effects of GYSD, through which 
425 youth leaders were trained in 17 municipalities to sustain 
the campaign in the coming years. The agency also set up the 
‘Youth Development’ program as part of GYSD, which will 
fund small projects between youth and local authorities. In ad-
dition, a new network of youth information centers has been 
established in 10 towns across the country, complimenting the 
efforts of local organizer ZAEDNO (Communication for 
Sport and Development Foundation), who established a 
GYSD Virtual Media Center to increase youth volunteerism 
and national cooperation in the future. ZAEDNO organized 
events in 14 areas of the country as part of Youth Service for 
Bulgarian Nature, which was covered by national media and 
which mobilized 500 volunteers in clean-up events, and over 
100 orphans in art workshops and environmental projects. 
Also, in the National Theater Gardens, many visitors were 
drawn to the arts festival and exhibition on climate change 
and renewable energies, organized by a large coalition of 
youth and environmental organizations.
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Burundi
Number of participants:  6,500

Co-NLA: 
Youth Action for Development/ YES Burundi

Contact:
Pierre Macumu
Bujumbura
+257-910-171
yadinfo@yahoo.fr

RACINES

Contact:
Eric Uwintwaza
Bujumbura
+257-78-82-84-76
racines05@yahoo.fr

Co-NLAs Youth Action for Development and RACINES 
mobilized over 6,000 youth along with the Ligue des Jeunes 
pour la Paix et le Développement, greatly increasing na-
tional efforts in HIV/AIDS awareness in particular, with 
numerous projects taking place around the country.  Youth 
Action for Development mobilized 4,500 children, who 
participated in HIV/AIDS awareness events and in clean-

up projects in over a dozen districts in Bujumbura. RA-
CINES facilitated a number of events for GYSD, including 
a National Youth Ministry and UNFPA-funded youth fo-
rum on employment and other challenges faced by Burun-
dian youth. 300 young people attended the forum, whilst 
a UNESCO-funded regional workshop was organized by 
FECOSI (la Fédération des Clubs Stop Sida) for 32 youth 
from Burundi, Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, all of whom learned about HIV/AIDS, and issues 
relating to gender and human rights. L’Association pour 
la Solidarité et l’Assistance Socio-Sanitaire (ASSAS) Bu-
rundi organized additional events in rural communities 
and in Bujumbura, such the East African Youth Forum 
in ICT (Information and Communication Technology) 
in conjunction with l’Association pour la Promotion des 
Nouvelles Technologies de l’Information et de la Commu-
nication. Young leaders gathered at the University of Bu-
rundi to exchange information, experiences and ideas on 
how to expose youth to new information technology op-
portunities in the region. GYSD was also celebrated with 
a football match organized by l’Association des Scouts de 
Burundi, in collaboration with the Burundi Guides, the 
Red Cross, and the Ngagara Sporting Association, who all 
pledged to continue their involvement in future volunteer-
ing efforts. The importance of youth service has since been 
recognized by the President, a participant in GYSD, who has 
declared the Saturday of each week a day for service to the 
community.

Burundi



Cameroon
Number of participants:  11,380

National Lead Agency:
Cameroon Association of Volunteer s for Youth \
Promotion  and Humanitarian Actions (CAVYPHA)

Contact:
Bernadette Chea
Bamenda
+237-715-04-32
nwpaward@yahoo.co.uk

For GYSD, more than 11,000 youth volunteers served 
25,000 fellow Cameroonians across the country. The Cam-
eroon Association of Volunteers for Youth Promotion 
and Humanitarian Actions (CAVYPHA) coordinated 
this year’s events, which involved close to 350 local NGOs. 
Health conferences were held nationwide, especially in 
remote and rural areas, and in the Adamaoua province, 
settlements in Bini Dang were given access to clean drink-
ing water, thanks to successful efforts by Synergie Jeunesse et 
Développement to restore 50 wells to working conditions. In 
the capital, Yaoundé, CAPEC (Cameroon Association for 
the Protection and Education of The Child) and GAPPH 
(Groupe d’Action pour la Promotion des Personnes 
Handicapées) organized talks and seminars on HIV/AIDS, 
and a youth conference to identify challenges faced by the 
voluntering community. High Commissioner of the UK to 
Cameroon, Syd Maddicott, also attended the conference 
and subsequent debate on ‘Volunteering in Developing 
Countries’. CNVC Cameroon were also able to mobilize 
youth from 12 schools and universities to participate in 
GYSD, and focused on HIV/AIDS and poverty alleviation 
initiatives, distributing over 100 sacks of rice and 100kg of 
fish, and holding conferences on environmental sustain-
ability, cooking and sports. In total, over 2,000 people were 
served, thanks to sponsors Soapacan and donors such as 
Brigitte Kamga, Oscar Kound and the Dynamic Women’s 
Association in Yaoundé. In other events, the Angel of Hope 
Foundation planted over a thousand trees and two thou-
sand flowers in 50 villages, and gave leadership development 
courses to another thousand children, teaching them about 
mutual support and networking to achieve results. Abakwa 
local radio station provided coverage for the events. The 
Youth Employment Fund was able to bring support from 
the Gateway Training Center and Plan International.

Cambodia
Number of participants:  100

National Lead Agency: 
Siranouk Hospital Center of HOPE

Contact:
Gerlinda Lucas
Phnom Penh
+855-23-982-571
gerlinda_lucas@online.com.kh

In Cambodia, the Siranouk Hospital Center of HOPE 
(SHCH) mobilized 100 volunteers for GYSD, and served 
over 1,000 people. More than 20 volunteers built a house 
made from Nipa palm, for HIV patients in a slum area of 
Phnom Penh, and SHCH teamed up with the Adventist 
Development Relief Agency to conduct plays, comedy 
sketches and presentations on reproductive health and 
HIV/AIDS in high schools, health centers, pagodas and 
community centers. Organizers noticed that those youth 
who were involved had been greatly affected by the issue 
of AIDS, and felt empowered to make a difference in their 
country as a result.
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Canada
Number of participants:  134,295

National Lead Agency: 
Volunteer Canada

Contact:
Wendy Mitchell
Ontario
+1-800-670-04-01
wmitchell@volunteer.ca
www.gysd.ca

Once again, Volunteer Canada organized the Global 
Youth Service Day celebrations, successfully mobilizing 
over 130,000 youth volunteers. The Canadian Government 
sponsored this year’s GYSD through the Department of 
Heritage, and the placement of public service announce-
ments on over 470 stations ensured a good turnout for the 
330 service projects which took place across the country. 

The State Farm Companies Foundation also provided sup-
port to Volunteer Canada, Volunteer Toronto, Child and 
Youth Friendly Calgary, and the Volunteer Centre of South 
Eastern New Brunswick, Inc. Child and Youth Friendly 
Calgary again contributed to GYSD in Canada with the 
‘Clean Up, Fix Up, Wrap Up!’ project, coordinated by the 
Youth Volunteer Corps (YVC) Steering Committee. Vol-
unteers cleaned-up park areas in Calgary, and teamed up 
with Hull Child and Family Services to fix-up youth group 
homes, creating special rooms, such as relaxation and game 
rooms, in addition to a library and an outdoor garden. The 
young helpers then wrapped-up gifts to give to the chil-
dren living in the various homes. City TV repeated their 
efforts from last year and provided extensive coverage, in 
addition to GYSD features on Global Television and in the 
Daily Herald. The impacts from the project will be long-last-
ing, not only for the recipients of new facilities, but the young, 
empowered volunteers, who were given a rare chance to work 
on organizing, teamwork and time management skills at an 
early age. Moreover, the opportunity to convert ideas into 
tangible results gave the youth a real sense of self-esteem.

Canada



China
Number of participants:  10,250

National Lead Agency:
TakingITGlobal Regional Office - China

Contact:
Wu Yang
Beijing
+86-138-112-850-84
wuyang@takingitglobal.org; zhuolin@takingitglobal.org

More than 10,000 volunteers were mobilized for Global 
Youth Service Day, coordinated by TakingITGlobal’s Re-
gional Office in China a recipient of a planning grant from 
the Walt Disney Company. Coinciding with World Earth 
day, this year’s GYSD events were implemented by a to-
tal of 21 organizations nationwide and took place in 11 
provinces to mark the occasion with the theme ‘A Call to 
Action on Climate Change.’ Youth volunteers conducted 
a nationwide survey collecting information about their 
peers’ knowledge on climate change issues and their role in 
addressing them; as part of the campaign they distributed 
thousands of brochures and educational materials on ac-
tion steps to stop global warming. The Chinese Center of 
Publication and Education, the National Environmental 

Protection Agency, as well as a host of experts and scholars 
on climate change provided additional support for their 
activities. Further support came from the Center for Envi-
ronmental Education and Communication (CEEC) of the 
State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA). 
Media outlets such as the People Daily, the China Daily, 
the China Environment Newspaper, and CNN (Beijing) 
covered the events. 
 
In Chengdu in the Sichuan province, Green SOS benefited 
from a Disney Minnie Grant and engaged a total of 5 pri-
mary schools and 19 universities. Thirty university stu-
dents were trained by Green SOS to make a presentation 
to 200 school children on the environment and plant life, 
later taking them to the park to remove invasive species. 
The children were also given matching t-shirts by Disney, 
who supported the celebration ceremony later in the day. 
The park clean-up was marked by a formal proclamation 
from US Congresswoman Anna Eshoo, and given interna-
tional attention by press in the USA. This was the first eco-
logical partnership between China and the US, and a video 
was posted on YouTube to commemorate the event. GYSD 
served 11,000 people, many in Chengdu, and raised interest 
among children on environmental issues. New links between 
high school and primary students have also initiated long-
term environmental education activities. In addition, orga-
nizers were trained by their US counterparts in how to gain 
access to the US grant-making community in the future.
 

China
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Colombia
Number of participants:  19,500

National Lead Agency: 
Corporación Grupo Tayrona

Contact:
Juan Diego Valenzuela, Adriana Valenzuela
Bogota
+57-12-96-58-15
grupotayrona@hotmail.com

Once again designated National Lead Agency for GYSD 
in Colombia, Corporación Grupo Tayrona was able to 
mobilize over 19,000 volunteers in 78 projects nationwide. 
With the financial support of GM Colmotores, a host of 
activities were carried out, including motivational confer-
ences, cultural presentations, academic forums, meetings 
with and between volunteer organizations, community 
projects and youth empowerment initiatives. Regional 
and national press alike covered GYSD events, which en-
couraged the continuation of volunteering in Colombia. 
Additional support came from the Ministry for the Envi-
ronment, the Ministry for Culture, the Presidential Pro-
gram for Colombian Youth, Dan Social, the Red Cross and 
Global Youth Action Network Colombia. Moreover, a pilot 
project entitled ‘Solidarios en Acción’, in which 8 schools and 
7 universities participated, helped to ensure that an addi-
tional 10,000 people will benefit from health, environmental, 
cultural, and recreational projects in the coming year.

Congo, Republic of the
Number of participants:  900

Local Organizer: 
Espace des Jeunes Chrétiens pour l’Entreprenariat et le 
Développement (EJCED)

Contact:
Aimée Mboungou Edouard
Brazzaville
rd123rd202@yhaoo.fr

Global Youth Service Day 2007 in the Republic of the Con-
go was focused on HIV/AIDS, and the efforts of l’Espace 
des Jeunes Chrétiens pour l’Entreprenariat et le Dével-
oppement, with some support provided by the World 
Health Organization. Organizers succeeded in engaging 
and educating several hundred youth vulnerable or at risk 
with HIV. Throughout the day, EJCED organized a series 
of conferences and debates involving specialists in preven-
tative methods, educating some 150 youth at the seminars. 
Materials were distributed to over 300 additional youth, 
and a further 250 young children, the majority orphaned 
or infected by HIV/AIDS, were tested and cared for with 
free medical attention. The roles of the Myangui evan-
gelical medical centre and the Marien Ngouabi University 
anti-HIV/AIDS council were fundamental in supporting 
the project.

Colombia



Congo (DRC)
Number of participants:  300

Local Organizer: 
Ligue des Jeunes des Grands Lacs

Contact:
Ally Mulumba
Goma
+243-813-128-394
allymulumba@yahoo.fr

The town of Goma hosted more than 200 youth represen-
tatives from student committees and local youth NGOs. 
Youth participants were joined by Moise Muganza, presi-
dent of the Réseau d’Echange et de Soutien Mutuel en-
tre Jeunes (RESMUJ), and by Ally Mulumba, president of 
GYSD organizers Ligue des Jeunes des Grands Lacs. The 
forum provided a valuable opportunity to educate Congo-
lese youth on the fight against poverty, and about the Mil-
lennium Development Goals, with the clear message that 
the country’s youth are capable of bringing about change. 
Discussion included the students’ visions on fighting pov-
erty, the role of young people in implementing the MDGs, 
and a presentation on each of the Goals themselves. A plan 
of action for 2008 was set for 500 young volunteers from the 
Nord Kivu region to focus their attention on the first MDG, 
eradicating extreme poverty and hunger. The day ended with 
an evening of cultural celebrations featuring young artists 
and musicians from Goma, with over 300 in attendance.

Côte D’Ivoire
Number of participants:  350

National Lead Agency:
Fédération Africaine des Volontaires du Progrès (FAVP)

Contact:
Guy-Assane Yapi
Abidjan
+225-23-50-11-81
guyassane3@yahoo.ca

Building on their achievements from GYSD 2006, the Fé-
dération Africaine des Volontaires du Progrès (FAVP) 
successfully organized National First-Aid Initiation Day, 
in conjunction with the Red Cross Côte d’Ivoire. Of the 50 
people who participated in the first-aid awareness program, 
35 were young university students who also completed their 
basic first-aid training, acquiring valuable life skills through 
theoretical and practical training. The event was publicized 
by ONUCI FM, the United Nations radio station in the 
Côte d’Ivoire, and prizes for the participants were provided 
by Canal+Horizons. The long -term impact of this event in-
cludes the appreciation the young volunteers now have for the 
importance of volunteering as a path to development, and the 
need for first-aid skills to be taught in Ivorian communities. 
Elsewhere in the country, CISV - Côte d’Ivoire and Service 
For Peace - Côte d’Ivoire mobilized more than 300 volun-
teers in a clean-up campaign at an orphanage in Bingerville. 
The volunteers collected garbage, cleaned up play areas and 
replaced broken water pipelines, and the day ended with a 
friendly soccer match between orphans and volunteers.

Côte D’Ivoire
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Dominica
Number of participants:  70

Local Organizer: 
Petite Savanne Primary School

Contact:
Oliver Samuel, Lesley Yen
Petite Savanne
+767-446-31-19
Lesley_yen@gmail.com

In Dominica, Global Youth Service Day 2007 was marked 
by the construction of a computer classroom for local 
schoolchildren at the Petite Savanne Primary School, a 
project funded with the help of a Disney Minnie Grant and 
the support of Youth Service America. Around 50 students 
took part and will soon benefit from enhanced IT facili-
ties at the school. Fifteen of the older students were even 
trained in carpentry skills by Laurance Moise from the 
Community Furniture workshop, who also volunteered 
his services for the day. He was accompanied by head-
master Mr. Oliver Samuel, and Peace Corps Volunteers 
Lesley Yen and Andrea Felix, along with a dozen teachers 
and other members of the community. In addition to the 
support from Disney, the Dominica Ministry of Education 
provided 5 computers, EH Charles Hardware provided the 
plywood for the computer tables, and drinks and snacks 
were made available by local retailers. The younger chil-
dren made posters to decorate the room and a colorful 
banner with the words “We Love our Computer Room.” Ms 
Yen aptly concluded that “this is what service-learning is 
all about: the students were able to learn a new skill, while 
helping the school at the same time.”



Dominican Republic
Number of participants: 4,500

National Lead Agency: 
Alianza ONG – Sirve Quisqueya

Contact:
Rodrigo Segura Franco
Santo Domingo
+880-221-9192
info@alianzaong.org.do; rsegura@alianza.org.do 

Global Youth Service Day celebrations in the Dominican 
Republic this year mobilized 3,000 participants in 4 dif-
ferent projects across the country, facilitated by Alianza 
ONG and Sirve Quisqueya, while an additional 1,500 par-
ticipants enjoyed the festivities of the fifth annual National 
Youth Service Day. In Bayaguana, in the province of Mon-
teplata, 2,000 youth participated in a march to raise aware-
ness of World Earth Day and the 7th MDG: ensuring en-
vironmental stability. Schools and colleges that took part are 
continuing the good work through their curricula and further 
environmental events. Also in Monteplata, 1,000 young 
volunteers spent three to four days on clean-up activities 
in their community, while also organizing environmental 
workshops and reforestation and river cleaning projects. 

All of this was done with support from UNDP, and the ef-
forts of Peace Corps United States, PRONATURA, Nature 
Conservancy, Brigada VERDE, Fundación Sur Futuro, 
Defensa Civil and the Dominican Secretaries of State for 
the Environment, Education, and Agriculture. Bayaguana 
town hall and the local fire brigade were also instrumental 
to GYSD’s success, which was given ample coverage in local 
and national press. 

In Santo Domingo, Sirve Quisqueya organized a volunteer 
fair for 1,500 young Dominicans, educating schoolchildren 
and university students alike about volunteering opportu-
nities in the country. At the fair, 47 stalls and workshops 
were on site to show the youngsters how volunteering can 
be used as a tool to achieve the Millennium Development 
Goals. European Union and World Bank representatives 
were on hand to present their progress on last year’s com-
munity development fair, and youth contributed through 
artistic presentations that reflected their hopes and con-
cerns for the future of the Dominican Republic. Long term 
impacts include the new strategic alliances formed between 
sponsors and youth networks, in addition to the increase in 
young volunteerism. Moreover, Sirve Quisqueya’s flagship 
initiatives, Brigada VERDE (Voluntarios Estudiantiles Re-
alizando Desarrollo Ecológico) and ESCOJO Mi Vida, con-
tinue to educate the public on the environment and sexual 
health.

Dominican Republic
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Egypt
Number of participants:  650

Local Organizer: 
International Education and Resource Network 
(iEARN) Egypt

Contact:
Dalia Khalil
Cairo
+202-245-801-98
dalia@iearnegypt.org

More than 650 youth volunteers took part in GYSD 2007, 
coordinated again by iEARN Egypt, in collaboration with 
the Egyptian Ministry of Education. This year, three main 
projects were implemented between March 29th and April 
22nd: the third iEARN Egypt YouthCan Conference, a 
Model United Nations (MUN) session, and the Siwa Oasis 
Safari Trip. Over 400 volunteers from five regions in Egypt 
attended the YouthCan Conference and MUN event, par-
ticipating in a simulation of UN activities to familiarize 
themselves with the UN agencies and Millennium Devel-
opment Goals. The American Center in Alexandria fund-
ed and facilitated the event, at which the Egyptian Minister 
for Education, Under-Secretary Qalubeya, gave a speech. 
Volunteers also had the chance to improve their presen-
tation and public speaking skills in workshops on issues 
of youth empowerment. Themes included recycling, solar 
energy, nuclear energy, climate change and the power of 
nature. Representatives from the UN Information Centre 
(UNIC) in Cairo, the Egyptian Parliament in Alexandria, 
and the Ministry for the Environment, also attended. In 
addition, 200 youth were introduced to natural reserves 
through the Siwa Oasis Safari Trip. Further funding came 
from the Ministry of Education, Environmental Science 
Center, United Nations Environmental Program, and the 
Ministry for the Environment.

Ecuador
Number of participants:  455

National Lead Agency: 
Fundación Edúcate

Contact:
Monica Girolami
Quito
+593-22-55-81-11
mgirolami@e-ducate.org

Fundación Educate and Fundación Creando Futuro, 
both of which received a Disney Minnie Grant, mobilized 
over 450 enthusiastic volunteers in Ecuador for the GYSD 
celebrations. In Guayaquil, over 100 young volunteers and 
leaders took part in the second annual Youth Volunteer-
ing Forum, organized again by Fundacion Educate. The 
Forum received support from the United Nations Volun-
teers (UNV) Program, represented by Carla Chacon, and 
the SIGVOL and Lan Nobis Foundations. Around 60 of 
the youth leaders also shared their projects and ideas at the 
Youth Volunteerism Fair, which welcomed 100 new vol-
unteers from Proyecto Jóvenes Solidarios. Economic ex-
perts, such as Marcelo Pérez Alfaro of the Inter-American 
Development Bank, also attended.  In Quito, Fundación 
Educate teamed up with UNV and SIGVOL to organize 
a walk through Quito’s historic centre. Over 100 children 
received backpacks, thermos, and pins with the GYSD and 
Jóvenes Solidarios logos. In Muisne, Esmeraldas, 105 par-
ticipants enjoyed the celebrations thanks to Peace Corps, 
Esmeraldas Youth Network and Fundación Creando Fu-
turo. Youth between the ages of 16 and 17 organized camps 
to promote “Respect, Self-esteem, and Friendship,” and the 
celebration involved arts and crafts, drama and informal 
education workshops. Older youth participated in presen-
tations on sex education and HIV/AIDS. The First Lady of 
Muisne, Paola Garocio, spoke at the event and welcomed 
volunteers from Italy and the US, in the spirit of global 
solidarity and cooperation.



France
Number of participants:  30,000

National Lead Agency: 
Association de la Fondation Etudiante 
pour la Ville (A.F.E.V.)

Contact:
Elise Renaudin, Eva Colom
Paris
+33-1-40-36-01-01
elise.renaudin@afev.org; eva.colom@afev.org

For the 4th consecutive year, l’Association de la Fonda-
tion Etudiante pour la Ville (l’AFEV) organized Global 
Youth Service Day in France, mobilizing more than 30,000 
people in 30 towns and cities between the 15th March 
and 5th May. Youth from around the country voiced their 
disapproval of the exclusion of vulnerable youth in low-
income estates throughout France and celebrated the ini-
tiatives of young volunteers and their willingness to act. 
This year’s slogan was “Pas de quartier pour les inégalités!” 
(‘No neighborhood for inequalities’) AFEV centered the 
campaign on 5 flagship events in Lille, Lyon, Paris, Nantes 
and Toulouse, with the participation of famous musi-
cal acts, such as Têtes Raides, La Caution, Magyd Cherfi, 
Java, Mon Côté Punk, Mouss et Hakim, and Juliette. The 
musical sets and speeches helped to create the desired at-
mosphere: one of festivity and activism. Other events in-
cluded debates, mock trials, seminars on adolescent life, 
artistic workshops, student rallies, and participative fo-
rums to raise the profile of national inequalities and de-
velop different means of tackling social problems. To this 
end, the Ministère des Affaires Populaires also provided its 
continuing support, along with the ‘Envie d’Agir’ program, 
the CNOUS/CROUS network, regional and town councils, 
in addition to a plethora of youth and student associations 
and NGOs. The events were publicized by 24 regional 
newspaper articles and regional radio. The website, www.
pasdequartier.org was established to educate the public on 
this year’s campaign. Respect Mag and Le Mouv’ were of-
ficial media partners this year. GYSD events in France will 
have a significant impact on national public policy on youth, 
continuing to feed the desire for nationwide action and again 
increasing volunteerism among youth.

El Salvador
Number of participants:  60

Local Organizer: 
Centro Escolar Canton El Flor

Contact:
Karen Grant
Santiago de la Frontera
+503-78-71-62-68
karensgrant@gmail.com

The Canton El Flor community hosted El Salvador’s fifth 
Global Youth Service Day, organized by Disney Minnie 
grantee, Centro Escolar Canton El Flor. There, 55 young 
volunteers and 5 adult helpers built a gazebo in the centre 
of the community. The new focal point in the village will be 
used as a recreational and meeting space for youth and local 
leadership for years to come, and may even generate income 
if vendors are willing to use the gazebo to sell their produce. 
The project now serves 750 people, and a great amount of 
respect has been developed for the youth who spearheaded 
the initiative. As a neutral venue, it is likely community 
decision-making will be conducted more democratically. 
The Mayor’s Office and Phil Finer Refrigeration provided 
significant funding, as did the Municipal Council.
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Gambia
Number of participants:  750

Local Organizer: 
Aid the Children Network

Contact:
Binta Bah
Banjul
+220-998-55-37
gamchildren@hotmail.com

The Gambia’s GYSD 2007 activities engaged 750 partici-
pants from youth training camps, schools, towns and vil-
lages in the Sukuta district, coordinated by Aid the Chil-
dren Network and World View Gambia. A Disney Minnie 
Grant supported their efforts, and volunteers visited 50 
families in the area, all affected by HIV/AIDS. Participants 
cleaned the homes of those who were too weak to do so, 
and offered their continued support to the worst affected 
families and individuals. Local politicians, civil servants, 
tribal chiefs, and a representative from the National AIDS 
Council attended, as volunteers vowed to continue home vis-
its in the future. The event was also supported by the Press 
Union and GAMWATER companies.

Germany
Number of participants:  20

Local Organizer: 
Clear Blue Water e.V.

Contact:
Anthony Baggette
Kreuzberg, Berlin
lookahere@gmx.de

On April 21st Clear Blue Water e.V. teamed up with the 
Wendel Club Cafe to bring Global Youth Service Day to 
Kreuzberg in Berlin. Over 20 young enthusiasts came to 
see musical performances, addressing the needs of the 
poor, and especially children living in poverty. The power 
of music and the way it can focus the youth on positive 
change, and lead them away from harm, was a central 
theme to this year’s event, which was supported by Ber-
lin singer Wayne Martin. Other activities included poetry 
readings on poverty by locals.

Germany



Ghana
Number of participants:  6,130

National Lead Agency: 
Centre for Human Development and Social 
Change (CHDSC) Ghana

Contact:
Dag Akyeampong
Mankessim
+233-20-81-63-451
dag_akyeampong@yahoo.com

The National Lead Agency in Ghana, Centre of Human De-
velopment and Social Change, coordinated another suc-
cessful campaign, mobilizing more than 6,000 volunteers 
and serving 8,000 people in four communities across the 
country. The main event in Mankessim, in the Central re-
gion, attracted youth from Mankessim Senior High School 
and from seven surrounding villages. Mr. Isaac Ampona 
of Concern Health Inc. in Accra, a guest speaker, encour-
aged the public to take measures to reduce child mortality, 
prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS, and spoke on the impor-
tance of environmental sustainability. Musical, dance, and 
dramatic sketches on the Millennium Development Goals 
were also performed by four youth groups: SPACE Mank-
essi, Kwaanan and the Kyidom Drummers, Borborfantse, 
and the Okukuranpon Cultural Troop. In the community 
of New Edubiase, the Owoaman cultural group performed, 
and guest speaker, Director Klutse of the National Commis-
sion for Civic Education, spoke about human rights issues 
and the right to universal primary education for all. Similar 
artistic activities were held in Sefwi Juabuso. 
Elsewhere in Ghana, Action for Community Develop-
ment held an HIV/AIDS awareness event for 100 people, 
and the Youth Realities Network (YOUR-NET), spon-
sored by the Global Youth Action Network in Ghana, 
held a Training Seminar in the Adents suburb of Accra 
to empower 30 new youth leaders. Other donors for the 
CHDSC events included Harold Akyeampong of the In-
ternational Center for African Culture and Arts in New 
York and the Obataanpa House of Hope International 
Ministry. In-kind donations were provided by organiza-
tions such as the Percussive Arts Society, Rural Friends 
Enterprise in Ghana, SPACE FM Sounds, and All Needs 
Supermarket Ltd.

Ghana

Ghana

Ghana
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Guatemala
Number of participants:  1,553

Local Organizers: 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) - IDB YOUTH 
Program & Guatemala Country Office

Contact:
Marta Estarellas
martae@iadb.org

Voluntarios de la Universidad de San Carlos (VOLUSAC) 
de Guatemala

Contact: 
Alfredo Arias
Ciudad de Guatemala
+502-223-293-74
Ark991@hotmail.com

GYSD was celebrated by 1,500 participants in the El 
Limón Community of Guatemala City, in a series of proj-
ects organized by a Coordinating Committee led by In-
ter-American Development Bank (IDB) Youth Program. 
The event on March 15 was organized in the framework of 
both GYSD and the IDB Annual Meeting, and strived to 
identify and serve the community’s most pressing needs. 
One of them was El Limón Official Urban Mixed School 
in which volunteers constructed a cistern and bathrooms, 
painted classrooms and replaced roofing sheets.  In ad-
dition, new desks, furniture, white boards, a new com-
puter lab and library, with new books were donated. The 
multi-sports field also received new lighting and a general 
revamp, and the school was declared a “Peace Zone,” in 
recognition of its efforts to create a peaceful atmosphere 
in the community. Additional projects included a Health 
Fair with oral hygiene consultations, vaccinations and a 
healthy child program.   

Young people showcased their skills in music and the-
atre performances, as well as outdoor and indoor football 
championships. El Limón was given extensive national and 
international media coverage, and the day was attended by 
Guatemalan President Oscar Berger and Luis A. More-
no, president of the Inter-American Development Bank. 
Other guests included NGOs, community members, local 
government dignitaries and members of the private sec-
tor. Presidents Berger and Moreno also presented grants to 

assist Guatemalan youth in starting businesses, and gener-
ating employment and productivity.  These contributions 
were part of the Guatemalan government’s ‘My First Job’ 
program.
 
The Coordinating Committee for the event consisted of the 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB Youth & Gua-
temala Country Office), El Limón Community - Neigh-
borhood Committee, El Limón Youth Theater Group - 
Maices y Fríjoles, Government of Guatemala, Guatemala 
National Council on Youth (CONJUVE), Ministry of the 
Interior (Office of the Deputy Minister for Community 
Support), Presidential Commission on Human Rights 
(COPREDEH), Grupo Ceiba, and United Nations Volun-
teers (UNV). Contributions for the event were provided 
by the Inter-American Devel-opment Bank, CEMACO, 
Santa Elena III Health Center, Elgueta Printing, Fotopub-
licaciones Publishing House, Geoplast, the Deputy Mayor 
of the District of Guatemala City, Microsoft, and Dr. Jorge 
Mario Arreaga.

Elsewhere in Guatemala, Voluntarios de la Universidad de 
San Carlos (VOLUSAC) mobilized 60 volunteers to serve 
over 2,000 locals in the Municipality of Villa Nueva, engag-
ing with schoolchildren on the signifi-cance of GYSD, and 
organizing a vaccination and health awareness day with 
the support of Médicos del Mundo and volunteers from 
SESAN.

Guatemala



Guinea
Number of participants:  1,660

Local Organizer: 
ONG Jeunesse Royale : 
Programme des Corps Communautaires du 
Développement (PCCP)

Contact:
Ahmed Sekou Traoré
Kaporo, Conakry
+224-64-27-21-74
jeunessroyale@yahoo.fr

Guinea celebrated GYSD with the participation and re-
cruitment of over 1,600 young volunteers from schools and 
communities across the country. ONG Jeunesse Royale 
received support from the British Embassy for several 
linguistic and youth empowerment initiatives. Over 200 
schoolchildren from 15 schools took part in the BRAIN-
GOAL English learning competition, in addition to other 
extra-curricular courses supported by the UK Ambassador 
to Guinea. Otherwise, 1,000 new volunteers were recruited 
throughout the country and distributed sexual health ma-
terials to rural communities. As part of their reforestation 
initiatives, 600 trees were planted. Volunteers also donated 
clothing to young released prisoners being put through 
retraining schemes by the Guinean government. Another 
highlight was the training provided in 18 villages to develop 
female cooperatives and micro-businesses. The wide range 
of events were supported and attended by figures such as 
British Ambassador John Mc Manus, Minister of Youth, 
Culture and Sports Baidy Aribot, Jean Alfred Mathos, Paul 
Bauret, Capitaine Biaye, Chief Scout Emile Salami, and the 
Director of St. Georges School, Mme Mariama Tounkara.

Guyana
Number of participants:  135

National Lead Agency: 
Guybernet

Contact:
Trevor Benn
Georgetown
+592-233-82-51
trevorbenn@yahoo.com 

Guybernet was again at the helm of organizing the Global 
Youth Service Day celebrations in Guyana, mobilizing over 
100 youth who planned and implemented three primary 
activities. Part of the organization’s focus is on “Creating a 
Culture of Literacy” in Guyana and so, with the help of lo-
cal businesses in Georgetown, the first event provided 100 
books to 200 orphans at St. Ann’s Orphanage, the Joshua 
House Orphanage, and the Drop-in Center Orphanage. In 
the future, youth volunteers will work with these children to 
develop their reading skills. The second event was a visit to 
Archer’s Senior Citizens Home, where volunteers inter-
acted and played games with 30 elderly residents. The final 
activity was a “Multicultural Extravaganza,” made possible 
with support from the Chinese Embassy, which involved 
youth volunteers from all cultural, ethnic and religious 
backgrounds to celebrate diversity in Guyana. About 35 
performers ensured a colorful and memorable event for 
100 guests, including Guyana Prime Minister Sam Hinds 
and USAID official Hubert Robertson. Other donors for 
the GYSD activities included Giftland OfficeMax, New Era 
Bookshop, and Foot Radiant Touch Indian Beauty Salon.
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Haiti
Number of participants:  803

Local Organizers: 
Union des Amis Socio-Culturels d’Action en
Développement  (UNASCAD)

Contact:
Joseph Severe
Port-au-Prince
+509-555-84-03
unascad@hotmail.com; severejoseph@excite.com 

Action Intégrée pour le Développement (AID) HAITI

Contact:
Jean Julmé Alexandre
Delmas
+509-224-15-36
aidhaiti@yahoo.fr

Haitian local organizers UNASCAD (Union des Amis So-
cio-culturels d’Action en Développement) focused their 
attention on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
and humanitarian assistance projects, mobilizing more than 
300 people for their Global Youth Service Day celebrations. 
A delegation from MINUSTAH and the Town Hall assisted 
volunteers in Port-au-Prince who educated over 200 teen-
agers and adults on HIV/AIDS issues. The volunteers ad-
dressed MDG#7, on creating a sustainable environment, at 
a separate round table forum. Elsewhere in Port-au-Prince, 
100 young volunteers, along with the remaining 200 par-
ticipants, were trained in assisting local charitable organi-
zations in humanitarian work, and received t-shirts, pens 
and booklets for their efforts.. Long-term impacts include 
the information on HIV/AIDS reaching 200 new people, with 
the intention that they will spread the information to their 
peers in their communities. Action Intégrée pour le Dével-
oppement (AID) HAITI also participated in GYSD events 
this year, mobilizing a further 500 participants in a series 
of projects designed to improve the socio-economic condi-
tions of young people in Ganthier in western Haiti. Work-
shops addressing AIDS prevention and community violence 
were organized in the Bel’Air district, and in other initiatives, 
10 children received sewing machines to create income for 
their families, and a further 20 youth received grants to pursue 
professional studies. In addition, over 100 youth participated 
in a workshop on professional orientation and employment 

skills. These events were supported by the Mayor of Gan-
thier as well as Ganthier Catholic Church, the Centre Frano-
phone, the LIGHT GROUP and Centre pour l’Encadrement 
Economique et Social in the Municipality of Galthier. 

Guinea



Honduras
Number of participants:  120

Local Organizer: 
Hope Worldwide Honduras

Contact:
Henry Jehovany Gomez
San Pedro Sula
+504-550-31-97
hopehonduras@globalnet.hn

Hope Worldwide Honduras celebrated GYSD by organiz-
ing a series of community outreach events and mobilizing 
120 volunteers, over half of whom were between the ages of 
12 and 25. Local newspaper Diario La Prensa covered their 
visit to an elderly people’s home, where each volunteer inter-
acted and spent time with an elderly person. Volunteers also 
brought their enthusiasm and messages of hope to Nueva 
Esperanza Orphanage, again engaging with the children; 
and, in Chamelecón, the Medical Brigade event tended to 
350 people in the local health center paying special attention 
to the 123 women and 140 children. The initiative received 
support from Orlando Internal Medicine of Florida (United 
States), and the Iglesia Internacional de Cristo.

Hong Kong
Number of participants:  7,830

National Lead Agency: 
The Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups (HKFYG)

Contact:
Lau Wai Sum
Hong Kong
+852-25-27-24-48
yvn@hkfyg.org.hk

Once again the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups 
coordinated a very successful GYSD, mobilizing more than 
7,000 young volunteers from 13 service units in the Federa-
tion, and 96 other schools and organizations. In April of this 
year, 193 service projects were carried out, serving a total 
of 29,000 people in Hong Kong. The theme this year for 
GYSD was ‘Caring for the Elderly’. To promote the program, 
a supplement was published in the Apple Daily Newspaper 
on April 28, coinciding with the Launching Ceremony in 
the Wong Tai Sin District, which has the largest number of 
elderly inhabitants in Hong Kong. The Chairman of the El-
derly People’s Commission, Dr. Leong Che-hung, was the 
Guest of Honor, joined by Patricia Wong of The Hong Kong 
Jockey Club Charities Trust, who sponsored the event. 
Given that Hong Kong will see its elderly population double 
in the coming years, GYSD projects focused on helping and 
understanding this community, and instilled a deep respect 
among young volunteers for their elderly population. Their 
actions taught them to have respect for the contributions the 
elderly have made, and to celebrate their own..
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Hungary
Number of participants:  10,000

National Lead Agency: 
Foundation for Democratic Youth

Contact:
Hayo de Vries, Viki Takacs
Budapest
+367-050-071-46
hayo@i-dia.org; vikics@i-dia.org

Over 10,000 volunteers were mobilized to mark KÖZÖD, 
the most successful Global Youth Service Day in Hungary 
to date, once again coordinated by National Lead Agency 
Foundation for Democratic Youth, recipients of a Disney 
Minnie Grant. Throughout the 153 projects in 120 loca-
tions nationwide, volunteers especially focused their efforts 
on MDG#7: ensuring environmental sustainability. One 
of the highlights of KÖZÖD, sponsored by Nokia, was the 
clean-up of Varosliget Park in Budapest, during which hun-
dreds of children, parents and volunteer groups cleaned the 

park to the sound of a local band, and in front of numerous 
camera crews from the media. The Mayor of Budapest at-
tended the event, along with a number of other government 
officials. A real push was made to attract media attention to 
the important impact the community service projects made, 
and KÖZÖD was the subject of over 150 articles or clips in 
the national media. The long-term impacts of the day were 
evident, as child after child confirmed that ‘this was their city’ 
and they ‘want it to be beautiful’. The event inspired hundreds 
of people who felt a renewed civic pride and responsibility for 
their community. Other events included: a “Crash the Bottle” 
recycling awareness initiative, a “Who Knows What?” talent 
show for the traveler community in Eger, an exhibition in 
Fert_d to educate the public on the needs of disabled chil-
dren, the “Adopt a Playground”  project in Békéscsaba, and 
an innovative “Shed Museum” project by children in Kapos-
mér_. The positive results generated from this year’s GYSD 
include cleaning up tons of waste, the planting of hundreds of 
trees and flowers, and the lasting partnerships formed through 
the culture of cooperation and respect for the environment 
which GYSD helped to create, ensuring future environmental 
success in Hungary.

Hungary



India
Number of participants:  113,500

National Lead Agency: 
People’s Institute for Development and Training (PIDT)

Contact:
Cherukuri Indira Dasgupta
New Delhi
+91-11-295-324-08
pidt@del6.vsnl.net.in

The People’s Institute for Development and Training 
(PIDT) organized successful Global Youth Service Day 
celebrations in India, with over 110,000 volunteers serving 
more than 150,000 people in community service projects 
across the country. Using the grant provided by the Walt 
Disney Company, the PIDT organized classroom painting, 
essay, story, poem and song competitions for students in 
266 Delhi schools, to emphasize the importance of vol-
unteering. “Catch them young” was the motto. During 
the award ceremony, a street play was organized to show 
teachers, students and NGO representatives the value of 
education, gender equality and equal health care for chil-
dren. The National Coordinator of the UNDP-GEF Small 
Grants Program, Mr. Prabhjot S. Sodhi, addressed the 
gathering, which was covered by local radio and newspa-
pers. M.L. Dahanukar College in Mumbai also educated 
its students on the U.N. Millennium Development Goals, 
with the help of Ms. Sudha Subramaniam.

In Jagdishpur, the highlight of GYSD was the inaugura-
tion of a network of Eco-Clubs among 500 students, led by 
members in 70 villages. At the ceremony, chief guest Prof. 
Salaudin Ansari confirmed that youth initiatives such as 
eco-clubs could be instrumental in developing the habit of 
volunteering at a young age. In Varanasi, a variety of pro-
grams were organized to address the needs of the poorest 
in the region, including: hunger, poverty, illiteracy, gender 
discrimination, growing cultural intolerance among youth 
and the empowerment of women. Three hundred school-
children from Sant Atulanand Residential Academy in 
Holapur hosted a series of events, including an exchange 
and gift-giving session with slum-children.

Other organizations or cooperatives that helped to orga-
nize GYSD include: Childright, Voice India Development 
Trust, New Earth Team, the Voluntary Action for Global 

Awareness and Innovation (VAGAI) Trust, the Social 
Education and Environmental (SEED) Trust, the Liter-
ate’s Welfare Association, Foundation for Research and 
Sustainable Development (FRSD), the Rural Organiza-
tion for Social Education (ROSED), the Society for Rural 
Health, Education and Development (SRHED), Swami 
Vivekanand High School, the NETHRA Society, COST 
Trust, Village Community Welfare Society of Pudukot-
tai, Tamil Nadu, Trichirpally District, Bharivalayah Re-
habilition Center, the LIGHT Trust, CADRE India, and 
the People’s Association for Rural Women’s Development 
(PARWD). All these organizations received Disney Minnie 
Grants. Activities included public rallies to promote pri-
mary education and nutritional diets for all children, vol-
unteer training programs, nutritional information days in 
schools, capacity-building programs for youth, the mobili-
zation of new ‘barefoot’ youth counselors on HIV/AIDS in 
rural areas, road safety initiatives, and community meet-
ings on waste management. Numerous other organiza-
tions were involved in GYSD projects, including Mayurb-
hank Biological Research (MBR), Sri Vidya Educational 
Society, and the Center for Youth Development Activities 
(CYDA).

India
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Israel
Number of participants:  1,900

National Lead Agency: 
Service for Peace Jerusalem

Contact:
Baruch Shalev
Jerusalem
+972-523-802-227
bshalev@serviceforpeace.org

Service for Peace Jerusalem coordinated a diverse and 
successful range of projects for GYSD in Israel, with 1,900 
participants enjoying the fruits of enthusiastic volunteers 
at locations across the country. In Beit Shemesh, in the 
Judean hills, 250 youth and senior citizens at the Day Cen-
ter for the Elderly gathered to perform dances and musical 
numbers. Youthful senior citizens danced for the young 
volunteers, the Mayor, the Director of Community Ser-
vices, and a Service for Peace representative. The Absorp-
tion Center in Mevasseret hosted activities for 120 youth 
and children in honor of immigrants from Ethiopia, where 
volunteers from the Jewish Agency, the Youth-At-Risk Di-
vision and two NGOs, all savored Ethiopian cuisine. The 
events that took place in Jerusalem included a celebration 
of a new ecological garden in the Musrara neighborhood, 
an inter-generational gathering in Mount of Olives for the 
young and elderly to share computer skills, and a lunch for 
400 Holocaust survivors, prepared by famous chef Moshe 
Basson. 

Indonesia
Number of participants:  90

Local Organizer: 
LMPI IEMI

Contact:
Shakina Mirfa Nasution
Jakarta
+62-218-516-129
lmpi_iemi@yahoo.com

GYSD coordinators Lmpi Iemi mobilized 90 participants 
in Indonesia, organizing two events to kick-start volunteer-
ism in communities around Jakarta and to educate school-
children on environmental issues. The ‘Youth Volunteer 
Leadership Training’ project, facilitated by 3 teachers and 7 
adult volunteers, taught 70 teenage students at As Syafiyah 
Girls’ School to conduct a volunteer project post-GYSD and 
manage that project independently to solve social problems in 
their respective communities. The ‘Green Education School 
Workshops’ united 21 teachers from 16 schools in Jakarta to 
discuss incorporating environmental issues, particularly those 
pertaining to Indonesia, into school curricula. The workshops 
were supported and attended by the Indonesian Ministry 
for the Environment, Greenpeace Indonesia, the West Flood 
Canal Project, the National Coordinating Agency for Sur-
veys and Mapping (BAKOSURTANAL), and Bogor Botani-
cal Garden. A long-term impact of the workshop is the effect 
new information and curricula will have on young schoolchil-
dren in the area. Furthermore, Lmpi Iemi hopes some of the 
workshop participants, especially the schools which took part 
in this year’s GYSD activities, will become organizers of next 
year’s GYSD.

Israel



Japan
Number of participants:  200

Local Organizer: 
Service for Peace Japan

Contact:
Noriko Hashimoto
Tokyo
hashimoto@sfpjapan.org

GYSD 2007 enabled Service for Peace to reach over 200 
young people in Japan, following a successful pre-work-
shop on the 3rd March. Over 50 youth representatives 
from 25 youth organizations were involved in discussions 
about strategies for greater GYSD participation in the 
years to come. In Shibuya, Tokyo, the Asian College Stu-
dents Forum held a workshop on the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals in the morning, and in the afternoon GYSD 
session, the students, from Japan and several foreign coun-
tries, took part in a community clean-up activity. Other 
activities in Japan included a presentation by Syukutoku 
University students on the importance of a healthy diet, 
whilst SFP reported activities in Osaka and Nagoya to 
mark GYSD as well.

Jordan
Number of participants:  685

National Lead Agency:
Relief International – Schools Online 

Contact:
Angelita Caredda
Amman
+962-646-422-73
angelita@ri.org

More than 600 young volunteers took part in Jordan’s GYSD 
celebrations, coordinated by Relief International Schools 
Online (RI-SOL), recipients of a Disney Minnie Grant to 
implement their projects. Great progress since last year has 
meant that over 2,000 people in different communities were 
served by GYSD activities in Baqa, Kerak and Wehdat. Fol-
lowing weeks of preparation, volunteers assembled on the 
day in a chain of valuable activities, ranging form visiting 
the Mutah Special Needs Center to painting school walls, 
attending seminars on children rights and environmental 
issues and participating in plays. Almost 700 people have 
learned about the importance of serving their communities 
and have participated in seminars and related activities. 300 
leading volunteers have been trained in designing, planning, 
and carrying out their projects, and 25 people with disabili-
ties have been trained in basic computer skills. The volun-
teers were educated on children’s rights and how to advocate 
for those rights, while learning valuable life skills and feeling 
empowered to bring about positive change.
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Kenya
Number of participants:  880

Local Organizers: 

Kenya Young Greens 
Victor Odhiambo
kenyayounggreens@gmail.com

Emmanuel Boyz Rescue Center
Daniel Nduate
emmanuelboyz@gmail.com 

Young Philanthropists
Joram Temesi
temesimukani@yahoo.com

Nyando Districr Youth Initiative
Ronald Otieno Omondi
obobo2002@yahoo.com

Ugunja Community Resource Centre
Paul Odumbe
odumbepaul@yahoo.com

KEEP Africa!
Stephen Mutuku
mutuuks2002@yahoo.co.uk

Student in Free Enterprise
Erick Ochieng Otieno
eribros2003@yahoo.com

Global Youth Service Day in Kenya mobilized nearly 900 
young volunteers through the efforts of numerous organi-
zations across the country, including Disney Minnie grant-
ee Emmanuel Boyz Rescue Center in Nairobi. The Center 
trained 40 young people in HIV/AIDS awareness and held 
an open house information day. It was a great success, inspir-
ing youth to lead initiatives on educating street children on 
HIV/AIDS. Kenya Young Greens teamed up with a number 
of youth organizations and government ministries in 5 of 
the 8 Kenyan regions and directly reached 2,300 people. The 
130 volunteers from Nairobi, Mombasa and Kisumu visited 
orphanages, prisons, and carried out projects on cultural 
diversity. They joined UN Road Safety Week by distribut-
ing over 5,000 posters and flyers on the issue and trained 
450 cyclists on the rules of the road. The Young Greens also 

distributed 4,500 sanitary towels to girls in rural areas. The 
Nyando District Youth Initiative was praised for its services 
to three community health centers, where 150 youth cleaned 
up the sites and planted trees, while volunteers for the Ugun-
ja Community Resource Centre held workshops on safe 
water, reproductive and sexual health, tree care and youth 
enterprise. Other highlights included activities organized by 
KEEP Africa!, Students In Free Enterprise and Young Phi-
lanthropists/ Kwa Watoto Center, who mobilized 120 ex-
cited youth from St. Philip’s Informal School in the Mathare 
Valley slum of Nairobi. With the help of a Disney Minnie 
Grant the children enthusiastically planted 200 seedlings of 
indigenous trees along the banks of the Nairobi River and 
cleaned the school area to prevent the outbreak of disease.

Kenya
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Korea, South
Number of participants:  80

National Lead Agency: 
Service for Peace 

Contact:
Youn Sim Park
Seoul
+82-273-373-21
771201park@hanmail.net

For Global Youth Service Day, Service for Peace in South 
Korea organized three CGL, or ‘Culture, Games and Learn-
ing’ projects with 80 volunteers and served another 80 peo-
ple throughout the celebrations. For the first project, foreign 
students took children from low-income families to a local 
aquarium. This was done after a meet-and-greet session, 
where participants received drinks and snacks. The aquari-
um discounted tickets for the children, and Donsung-dong 
provided a seminar room to host the event. Volunteers in 
SunJung High School in Seoul also made a Multicultural 
Love Cake to celebrate the number of interracial marriages 
in South Korea, and raise awareness of the difficulties and 
prejudices couples still face. The cake was donated to the 
Unpyeong Welfare Center during a touching ceremony. The 
theme continued in a multicultural dance festival with vol-
unteers and families in Nanum. All three events helped to cre-
ate better understanding and mutual respect between different 
background and ethnicities.

Lebanon
Number of participants:  2,100

National Lead Agency: 
Association for Volunteer Services (AVS)

Contact:
Dr. Patricia Nabti
Beirut
+961-375-70-98
avs@avs.org.lb
www.avs.org.lb/gysd

Once again the Association for Volunteer Services (AVS) 
directed the successful GYSD celebrations in Lebanon, fa-
cilitating 65 projects around the country, which mobilized 
2,000 young volunteers. GYSD participation booklets were 
distributed to guide planning and implementation of service 
projects, which 34 schools and youth groups did, a marked 
increase from last year. AMIDEAST urged all 27 groups in 
its ACCESS English language training program to organize 
projects, with the help of Injaz Lebanon, who provided 
training. Several other groups such as Mabarrat, Makassed, 
Haddadin Public School and al-Nahda organized multiple 
projects. Themes such as the environment, disability, health, 
orphans, poverty and education were addressed by the array 
of projects. Most of the participant groups submitted post-
ers of their projects, to be shown in an exhibition in the Fall, 
during the recognition and awards ceremony, “A Celebra-
tion of Youth Volunteering”, which had to be postponed from 
late May due to political instabilities in Lebanon. AVS also 
teamed up with a major TV station to produce a special on 
youth volunteering. In the long-term, participants influenced 
public policy relating to youth and established numerous con-
nections with new partners in Lebanon and abroad. In ad-
dition, many students committed to continuing their projects, 
such as visiting orphaned children and the elderly. Progress is 
also being made on incorporating service-learning into educa-
tional systems and school curricula, one of AVS’ main objec-
tives. 
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Macedonia
Number of participants: 92

Local Organizers: 
Ecologists’ Movement of Macedonia (DEM)

Contact:
Marc Ackerman
Skopje
+389-23-220-518
dem@dem.org.mk

EkoVita NGO

Contact:
Sreten Davidov
Negotino
+389-70-684-036
sretendavidov@gmail.com 

This year, two organizations organized GYSD in Mace-
donia, mobilizing over 90 participants in environ-
mental, sporting and artistic projects. The Ecologists’ 
Movement of Macedonia (DEM) and EkoVita NGO 

both received Disney Minnie Grants, and captured the 
imagination of their respective communities. DEM or-
ganized a street theater presentation on the environ-
ment, in which 32 schoolchildren participated, attract-
ing more than 50 parents and guests. The children now 
consider nature “a museum, as well as a playground...
to be cherished and conserved”. The event, filmed and 
broadcast by a national Macedonian television crew, co-
incided with World Earth Day. The town of Struga, with 
the help of Peace Corps volunteers, also held an ‘Envi-
ronmental Fun-Run’ and downtown clean-up for kin-
dergarten children, who created a cheerful atmosphere 
there on the day. EkoVita brought GYSD to 60 people 
from Negotino, who painted a mural describing the im-
portance of not littering. Under the guidance of an art 
teacher from Goce Delcev School, the young art team 
left a lasting impression on the town, which also held an 
art competition and distributed 70 flyers describing the 
history of Earth Day. The events sparked great interest 
in the town, with Dnevnik newspaper printing a feature, 
and the local KTV channel covered the festivities. Mr. 
Yordan Shijakov, President of the Committee for Urban-
ism, Communication, and Environmental Protection, 
made a speech and distributed t-shirts to participants, 
who are now eager to repeat their efforts next year.

Macedonia



Malawi
Number of participants: 65

Local Organizer: 
Drug Fight Malawi

Contact:
Nelson B Zakeyu
Lilongwe
drugfightmalawi@yahoo.co.uk

Drug Fight Malawi overcame the limitations of modest 
resources to bring GYSD to over 200 people in rural Ma-
lawi, mobilizing 65 young volunteers. The sensitization 
campaign focused on HIV/AIDS awareness, gender equality 
issues, and the empowerment of women, while volunteers 
also educated several communities on modern methods of 
food storage, for maize in particular, to reduce hunger in 
the area. Their efforts attracted attention from a number 
of Lilongwe district officials, who attended the HIV/AIDS 
awareness meetings.

Malaysia
Number of participants: 500

National Lead Agency:
Young Malaysians Movement (Y.M.M)

Contact:
Chei Siang Liew
Kuala Lumpur, Wilayah Persekutuan
+60-3-2141-5354
ymmhq@streamyx.com
ymm.org.my

The Young Malaysians Movement (YMM) in Malaysia 
celebrated GYSD 2006 by organizing 20 Blood Drives that 
continued until May 28, mobilizing over 500 youth vol-
unteers to actively learn and participate throughout the 
entire campaign. Event coverage was broadcast around the 
country by Star Newspaper, Nanyang Siang Pau, Sin Chew 
Daily, Oriental Daily News, China Press, and ePop Maga-
zine, and the YMM’s website announced information to 
garner greater participation. YMM is planning to organize 
more activities and encourage and lead the youth in volun-
teer and social service activities, and is continuously work-
ing to gather support from other NGOs, the government, 
corporations, the media and public. Elsewhere for GYSD in 
Malaysia, the Recycle Guys were able to persuade locals 
to recycle more than a ton of newspapers, more than 200 
aluminum cans, and 23 glass bottles that would otherwise 
have been dumped in the trash.
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Mexico
Number of participants: 120

National Lead Agency: 
Programa Jóvenes Jóvenes del Sistema DIF Nuevo León

Contact:
Juan Antonio Contreras Melín 
Monterrey, N.L.
+52-81-20-20-87-00
juan.contreras@mail.nl.gob.mx

Approximately 120 young volunteers participated in GYSD, 
organized by Mexican NLA, Jóvenes Jóvenes del Sistema 
DIF Nuevo León. The main event was a recycling campaign, 
in which youth collected cardboard, plastic, and newspapers 
from the districts of Guadalupe, San Nicolas, Santa Catari-
na, Escobedo, and Apodaca, in the city of Monterrey, leaving 
the areas substantially cleaner than before. Ecology presen-
tations were also organized with the help of the Recycling 
Committee of the State of Nuevo León. Also, a further five 
associations in the city benefited from GYSD, including 
Asilo Hermosa Provincia elderly people’s home, ‘Camino 
a la Vida’ A.B.P. and ‘Hogar de la Misericordia’ A.B.P. Food 
and drinks were given to people at all three homes, which 
provide care for low-income children, individuals and fami-
lies. A similar program is still run by the ‘Todos con amor por 
un menor feliz’ Association, who provide two canteens for im-
poverished children and organize outreach activities to low-
income activities, bringing clothes, shoes, basic provisions and 
even free hair cuts.



Moldova
Number of participants:  744

Local Organizers: 

Caroma Nord NGO
Becca Worthington
becca_worthington27@hotmail.com

Gimnasiul Zberoaia/ Zberoaia School
Daniel O’Rourke
daniel.j.orourke@gmail.com

NGO Geronimo
Alexei Buzu
geronimo_mdngo@yahoo.com

Youth for Change
Eugeniu Graur
geugenius@yahoo.com

Dezdna NGO
Sharon Hakim
sharonmariehakim@gmail.com

Five organizers mobilized over 700 young volunteers for 
Global Youth Service Day 2007 in Moldova, focusing on the 
environment. To mark GYSD and Earth Day, Caroma Nord 
NGO used their Disney Minnie Grant to promote environ-
mental sustainability in the villages of Pirlita and Glingeni. 
Flower planting, a park clean-up, and poetry and dance cel-
ebrations galvanized the villages, uniting under the slogan 
“Save Nature and Nature Will Save You”. T-shirts were given 
to 30 youth from both villages for electing to become mem-
bers of the Green Gyard Ecological Team. The whole com-
munity in Pirlita will continue to maintain and fertilize the 
flower beds and incorporate green issues into local school 
curricula. Young volunteers from Gimnasiul Zberoaia, who 
used the Disney Minnie Grant to fund a day of environ-
mental events and clean-up activities in littered areas, served 
an additional 2,000 members of the community. School 
children from 5 to 15 years of age took part in short discus-
sions on the environment, and received certificates for their 
participation. 

NGO Geronimo in Draslicieni also educated local youth on 
green issues, distributing 1,000 flyers to the village popu-
lation on environmental sustainability. In other activities, 

Youth for Change used their and Disney Minnie Grants in 
the Falesti district of northern Moldova to train more than 
500 youth from three schools in basic IT and computer skills. 
Lidia Untilova of UNICEF Moldova spoke at the launch 
ceremony and the events received support from other orga-
nizations, such as Balti Municipal Library, NGO Certitude, 
Metro Cash & Carry, MoldTELECOM and local schools and 
youth councils. Special emphasis was placed on the role of 
Information technology in education, and the importance 
of peer-to-peer education. In Singerei, Dezdna NGO paint-
ed a mural at a disabled children’s center, with the help of 
30 excited young volunteers and a Disney Minnie Grant. An 
article will be published in the social work magazine ACASA 
to honor the children’s contribution.

Moldova

Moldova
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Mongolia
Number of participants:  7,910

National Lead Agency: 
Service for Peace Mongolia

Contact:
Erdenebulgan Ochirbat
Ulaanbaatar
+976-99-26-93-96
mn_bulgaa@yahoo.com

Nearly 8,000 young volunteers were mobilized in Mongo-
lia for another successful GYSD celebration coordinated 
by Service for Peace. Through 34 different projects, vol-
unteers put in over 22,000 hours of work between March 
18th and April 29th. A host of organizations, including the 
World Health Organization, the Mongolian Ministry of 
Health, the Metropolitan Police Department, the Mongo-
lian Students’ Union, Mongolian National Broadcasting, 
and local government officials, contributed to the success 
of GYSD, which was held this year under the patronage of 
the Special Adviser to the President of Mongolia, Dr. Prof. 
Sodnomdorj, also the President of SFP Mongolia.  

4,000 brochures were handed out in universities around 
the country to publicize GYSD projects, which addressed 

such themes as extreme poverty and hunger, in line with the 
first UN Millennium Development Goal. Thanks to these 
efforts and a widespread media campaign, featuring 18 TV 
broadcasts and newspaper articles, tens of thousands are 
now aware of Global Youth Service Day and the great po-
tential of youth service. In the capital of Ulaanbaatar, 170 
young volunteers, NGO activists and students organized 
a Volunteer Symposium to showcase their GYSD projects. 
Elsewhere, volunteers gathered in disadvantaged urban areas 
to build mobile showers and teach street children how to read, 
providing them with food and drinks. Also, 10 projects were 
dedicated to the environment, and including the planting 
of trees, flowers and clean-up campaigns in littered ar-
eas.  The highlight of the campaign was the closing event, 
in which 2,000 students marched through the centre of 
Ulaanbaatar to raise awareness about road safety. Mongo-
lian pop acts sang in the city center and 1,000 candles were 
lit to remember road accident victims. As a result of GYSD, 
the National Coordinating Committee has established more 
links with state and governmental agencies, INGOs, high 
schools and the media. The enthusiasm for GYSD has also 
ensured year-round participation in youth projects leading 
up to GYSD 2008. Amnesty International Mongolia also 
used GYSD to mobilize support from Mongolian univer-
sity students for its campaign of solidarity with children in 
Darfur. They collected 400 signatures for a letter to be sent 
to the Sudanese authorities.”

Mongolia



Morocco
Number of participants:  100

Local Organizer: 
L’Association Tiflétois New Life (L’ATNL)

Contact:
Naoufal El Hammoumi
Tiflet
+212-623-822-40
nawfalnetweb@yahoo.com

L’Association Tiflétois New Life (L’ATNL) gathered over 
100 people for their GYSD campaign this year, holding dis-
cussions on themes such as child education, child mortality 
and environmental sustainability. Of the 100 participants, 
80 were children. International cooperation was also em-
phasized in the first of three projects, where youth from Ti-
flet held a meeting with French volunteers to learn about 
the field of humanitarian aid. L’ATNL also organized work-
shops for the children to express their dreams for the future, 
and how volunteering can be used as a tool to realize these 
dreams. Several groups of children used their creativity and 
innovation to produce small magazines in both Arabic and 
French, to present what they had learned and discussed dur-
ing the day. The children then gave copies of the magazines 
to others in a show of solidarity and friendship.

Namibia
Number of participants:  120

Local Organizer: 
Young Achievers Youth Resource Center

Contact:
Pandu Hailonga/ Lejeune Lockett
Katatura

For their first-ever GYSD, the Young Achievers Youth Re-
source Center mobilized 120 young people for the Kili-
manjaro Service Project, in the settlement of Kilimanjaro in 
Katatura, Windhoek.  The motto of the day was “Youth Em-
powerment: You CAN cross the river. Have a vision!” With the 
cooperation of Lady Pastor Nanda, Young Achievers held an 
‘empowerment exchange’ with youth from the community 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. The project involved team-
building exercises, games, group discussions and some in-
spirational speeches on the role of youth in Namibian so-
ciety. The participants gained self-esteem and developed 
their social skills during the exchange. GYSD in Kilimanjaro 
attracted the attention of the New Era newspaper of Wind-
hoek, who printed a feature on the Center. The coordinators 
themselves now meet weekly to identify key areas of skills de-
velopment which YA can bring to Katatura in the future, in the 
spirit of global education, which they try to promote.

Morocco
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Nepal
Number of participants:  215

Local Organizer: 
Association of Youth Organizations Nepal (AYON)

Contact:
Sudyumna Dahal
Kathmandu
+977-016-207-758
ayon@ayon.org 

The Association of Youth Organizations in Nepal (AYON) 
gathered over 200 enthusiastic students and volunteers 
from the 17th to the 27th April to mark GYSD in the coun-
try. Two of the three programs comprised of discussions on 
peace-building, and were held in the Janakpur and Hetauda 
Districts. The third series of talks took place in Kathmandu 
Valley, where interested students were educated on the im-
portance and potential of youth service. All three programs 
focused their attention on increasing female participation, 
and the theme of globalization was vigorously debated and 
discussed during each event. 

New Zealand
Number of participants:  15

Local Organizer: 
Service for Peace New Zealand

Contact:
Amadia Didsbury
Auckland
+649-575-22-05
newzealand@serviceforpeace.org

On May 5th Service for Peace teamed up with Habitat for 
Humanity to celebrate GYSD by laying the foundations of 
a habitat house. The young volunteers were primarily uni-
versity students representing Service for Peace, and they 
immensely enjoyed the experience of using power tools 
and working alongside the build manager, who was in his 
eighties. The well-deserving family for whom the house was 
being built was also present, lending their support. In the 
future, Service for Peace students plan to link up with Habitat 
for Humanity for even more projects.

Nepal
Nepal



Nicaragua
Number of participants:  160

Local Organizer: 
Club 4-S La Esperanza

Contact:
Freddy José García Castro
Jinotega
freddyjosegarcia@yahoo.com

In Nicaragua, 160 hard-working youth and a handful of 
adults were mobilized for Global Youth Service Day, co-
ordinated by Peace Corps Nicaragua and Club 4-S La 
Esperanza, who benefited from a Disney Minnie Grant 
to complete their community service projects. The main 
focus of the day was reforestation and the prevention of 
soil erosion in sensitive areas, so over 150 trees were plant-
ed in strategic locations within the community, and 500 
pounds of garbage were picked up. The adults were asked 
to repair the road in time for the rainy season. La Bastilla 
Coffee Estates provided fuel and vehicles for the occasion, 
and the local authorities, forestry agency MAGFOR, and 
Peace Corps Nicaragua, all provided trees, nursery bags 
and seeds. The activities included the beautification and 
landscaping of a Pentecostal church and garden, in which 
Catholic youth volunteered, bridging gaps in the commu-
nity and giving them their first volunteering experience. In 
the long term, it is hoped that GYSD will kick-start a major 
reforestation initiative, and the nursery planted by the vol-
unteers will have over 1,000 trees.

Niger
Number of participants:  500

Local Organizer: 
AFPE

Contact:
Laria Laouali
Niamey
+227-962-93-256
ong.afpe@laposte.net

AFPE, as a local organizer, engaged about 500 youth in 
the GYSD celebrations, held in the Riyad community of 
Niamey. The day’s focus was on environmental sustain-
ability, and 100 trees were planted in the children’s school 
community, which previously had no trees at all. Over 
800 meals were handed out to reward participants for 
their hard work. Presents were also given to 35 orphaned 
children in the community. The Headmaster and local au-
thority representatives attended the celebrations, which 
received press coverage in the Sahel Quotidien. Project par-
ticipants learned of the importance of positive youth partici-
pation in the community, and the school plans to introduce 
service-learning into the curriculum ad a means to improve 
civic education. Activities were carried out with the help of a 
Disney Minnie Grant.

Niger
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Nigeria
Number of participants:  12,730

National Lead Agency: 
GYSD Nigeria Network/ People to People International 
Lagos      

Contact:
Rahman Mogaji
Isolo
+234-18-13-69-21
gysdnigeria@yahoo.com 

This year, the GYSD Nigeria Network, formed by People 
to People International Lagos, once again coordinated 
the celebrations, which mobilized more than 12,000 vol-
unteers. Between the 1st of April and 15th of May, hard-
working volunteers served the needs of 20,520 people 
across the country. Organizations such as Lordbee & 
Friends Network, Save Our Future, Develop Africa Inc. 
Nigeria, Youth Development International, Greenpaper 
Inc., DNA Consult and Youths Against Drug Abuse and 
Child Trafficking contributed to the success, coordinating 
projects on HIV/AIDS awareness, drugs, environmental 
sustainability, child hunger and gender equality. 

Disney Minnie grantee Kids Hope School served over 
15,000 people in the Jipal chiefdom, and youth met with 
authorities to push for better sanitation and water sup-
plies. GYSD Nigeria Network set up youth empowerment 
workshops and training seminars on youth entrepre-
neurship, and supported the Clean Our Market Environs 
(COME) program in Lagos. Human Rights activist Festus 
Keyamo lent his support to the events, as did speaker Rah-
man Mogaji, national coordinator of GYSD Nigeria. Pub-
licity was provided by several newspapers this year, such 
as The Nation, The Guardian, Punch, SUN and Vanguard, 
and LTV8 television channel.

Nigeria

Nigeria
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Pakistan
Number of participants:  2,480

Local Organizers: 

Movement Against Drug Abuse (MADA) Okara
Muhammad Razhar Rasheed
president_madaokara@yahoo.com  

International Education and Resource Network Pakistan 
(iEARN Pakistan)
Lydia George/ Farah Kamal
lydiageorge@hotmail.com

AIDS Awareness Society (AAS)
Hector Nihal
aas@cyber.net.pk

Aga Khan Youth and Sports Board and 
Regional Education Board
Piar Karim
neohunzai@gmail.com

Fauji Foundation Model School – Hyderabad
Anila Masood Sidhu
teach_anilasidhu@yahoo.com

In Pakistan, GYSD 2007 mobilized over 2,400 young vol-
unteers in a variety of projects organized by numerous or-
ganizations, including the Movement Against Drug Abuse 
(MADA) Okara, the Aids Awareness Society (AAS), the 
Fauji Foundation Model School in Hyderabad and Aga 
Khan Youth and Sports Board and Regional Education 
Board, the latter of which engaged 2,000 boy and girl 
scouts in the region of Gilgit. The scouts took part in a 
host of projects focused on volunteering and its potential 
for positive change in Pakistan. The Aids Awareness Soci-
ety gathered more than 20 young activists in Gulshan Iqbal 
Park, Gujranwalla, to hand out over 5,000 information 
leaflets on HIV and AIDS to the local population, which 
had a notable impact on those who were unaware of exist-
ing facilities for treatment of the virus. In Okara, Punjab, 
the Movement Against Drug Abuse celebrated GYSD with 
awareness workshops on drug abuse, discussion groups 
on pollution and poverty, and by beautifying the Abdul 
Rasheed Memorial Education Center. Further events were 
organized by the International Education and Resource Net-
work (iEARN) in 30 schools across the country, involving 250 
participants and training for over 100 teachers to integrate 
service-learning into their school’s curriculum. In addition, 
Lincoln Corner Karachi and the Rangoon Wala Commu-
nity Center teamed up to organize ‘Traffic Ethics and Road 
Sense’ projects for over 100 youth.

Pakistan



73

Palestine
Number of participants: 400

National Lead Agency: 
Relief International – Schools Online

Contact:
Mai Abumoghli
Ramallah, West Bank
mai@ri.org   

Through its Global Connectivity and Exchange Program, 
Relief International mobilized more than 400 young vol-
unteers in the GYSD celebrations in Palestine, serving 1,000 
children, 100 elderly people and 40 families in a successful 
push to tackle poverty and hunger. The enthusiastic volun-
teers felt empowered through their actions, established new 
contacts, and were able to see much more of their country, 
as they carried out projects in nine villages in the West 
Bank. About 70 volunteers were trained, 100 trees were 
planted and 40 food packages were distributed to families. 
The initiatives were planned, led and monitored by youth. 
The volunteers helped in poverty alleviation efforts, cleaning 
the environment and empowering women and several local 
media provided coverage, such as Al-Quds, Al-Jadidah and 
Al-Jazeera for children. A Disney Minnie Grant provided 
valuable financial support, as did the Tamer Institute, the 
Teacher Creativity Center, AMIDEAST, Sharek Youth Cen-
ter, Al-Najah School and Dar Alshorooq publishers. Many 
local private organizations confirmed their interest in sup-
porting GYSD in the future. 

Panama
Number of participants:  4,500

National Lead Agency: 
First Lady Office, Youth Program “Contigo Juventud”

Contact:
Juan Carlos Cordoba
Ciudad de Panamá
+507-226-96-06/ 6705-95-76
jcordoba@presidencia.gob.pa 

For the GYSD celebrations, Panamanian NLA, the First 
Lady´s Youth Program “Contigo Juventud.” mobilized 
4,500 young volunteers between the 12th April and 19th 
May, carrying out service projects that helped over 45,000 
people. The objective was to address the MDGs, especially 
environmental sustainability, and to create closer ties with 
other youth networks and organizations. The ‘”Panama 
Rain Tour” educated participants on the fragility of the 
Panamanian rainforest, and the need to keep the highly 
populated urban areas clean, especially during the rainy 
season. Vivian Fernandez de Torrijos, First Lady of the Re-
public of Panama, lent her voice and support to the initia-
tive. River clean-ups were also organized to protect nearby 
communities vulnerable to the effects of flooding. 

In order to join GYSD and other global celebrations re-
garding environmental sustainability, stalls were set up on 
the 21st of April to celebrate World Earth Day in Omar 
Torrijos Recreational, Sporting and Cultural Park in Pan-
ama City,. Those present included the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP), environmental groups 
and governmental institutions. Al Gore’s ‘An Inconvenient 
Truth’ was screened and then a debate ensued to comple-
ment the workshops on site.

As a follow-up to  GYSD, the Office of the First Lady agreed 
to sponsor the Youth Conference prior to next year’s 20th 
IAVE World Volunteer Conference “Volunteering for Human 
Development: More Solidarity, Less Poverty,” which will be 
held next year in Panama as a joint effort between the Inter-
national Association of Volunteer Effort (IAVE) and YMCA 
Panama. GYSD events in Panama were covered in local 
and national media, including newspapers, radio and tele-
vision. Support came from organizations such as the First 
Lady’s Office, the Panamanian Fire Brigade, the Ministry 
of Health, IAVE Panama and YES Panama, among others.



Peru
Number of participants:  6,000

National Lead Agency: 
Brigada de Voluntarios Bolivarianos Del Perú

Contact:
Jorge Galiano
Lima
+511-328-51-43
galibvbp@hotmail.com 

The Brigada de Voluntarios Bolivarianos Del Perú mobi-
lized over 6,000 young volunteers and participants to cele-
brate another successful GYSD in Lima. Two main projects 
were held, the first in Alameda Chabuca Granda, where 
university students and schoolchildren made a giant ban-

ner with the words “Children and Young People Saving the 
World”. The activity proved to be a successful outreach initia-
tive, with more and more youth expressing their desire to vol-
unteer in the future. The second project, also in Lima, was a 
visual and sexual health campaign, serving 2,500 people in 
the underprivileged district of San Juan Lurigancho who 
were given eye check-ups by volunteers from the Peruvian 
Optometry Institute. People of all ages were tested, and ad-
olescents were invited to participate in educational work-
shops on HIV/AIDS and sexual health, addressing another 
of the MDGs. A host of groups lent their support to the ac-
tivities, including the Catholic Church, Municipal Govern-
ments, schools, universities, and 50 young volunteers from 
the Servicio Voluntario Juveníl. Monsignor Carlos García 
Camader and Governor Efrain Maguino of the district of 
San Juan de Lurigancho were both present, taking part and 
motivating the volunteers.

Peru



75

Philippines
Number of participants:  670

Local Organizers: 

The Confederation of Youth Federations in Angono

Contact:
Emmanuel N Sakay
emmanuel_sakay@hotmail.com 

Froilan Lopez High School

Contact:
Gerardo Rafón
interpreter1970@gmail.com 

The Art for My Buddy Project
(Children in Civic Actions - YAFE Inc.)

Contact:
Mark Anthony Navida
neon_knight08@yahoo.com

Global Youth Service Day 2007 was celebrated by over 600 
youth in the Philippines, in 11 separate programs coordi-
nated by three organizations: The Confederation of Youth 
Federations In Angono, The Art for My Buddy Project 
(Children in Civic Actions, by YAFE Inc.), and the Froilan 
Lopez High School, who benefited from a Disney Minnie 
Grant to train 76 youth in ‘Zero Waste Management of the 
Environment’. Under the Supreme Student Government 
Initiative (SSG), 76 youth from San Vicente learned cre-
ative ways to reuse common waste materials, and they built 
10 trash segregation bins, made five compost piles, and re-
vitalized interest among municipal councilors in promoting 
and enforcing waste management codes and regulations. In 
future the activities will  be used as a model for other com-
munities, and the High School principal will incorporate the 
environmental lessons into the school curriculum US Peace 
Corps volunteers, together with the Mayor’s Office and 
Provincial Government, provided logistical and financial 
support respectively, and six local radio stations covered 
the three-day work camp. On the 22nd of April, the Art 
for My Buddy Project took place in Manila, mobilizing 50 
young volunteers for visits to an orphanage, sharing gifts 
and stories with 135 orphans. Later, they screened a film 
on human rights and the environment for 150 school chil-

dren who were also made aware of the hardships faced by 
orphans. The film was screened in the Health and Well-
ness Camp, and the project was supported by USAID and 
ECAP (Energy and Clean Air Project). The project also 
benefitted from a Disney Minnie Grant. In the Province 
of Rizal, youth organizations in Angono mobilized over 
400 young people in a range of workshops and festivities 
designed to build friendships, alliances and networks for 
future years. Furthermore, a group of committed volun-
teers helped distribute school supplies and food to Sunday 
school students at LuyongBonbon Elementary School. The 
event benefited children from poor communities and was 
organized by Jay-Ann Mae Usman, a former AFS-YES For-
eign Exchange Student.

Philippines



Puerto Rico
Number of participants:  3,030

National Lead Agency: 
Explorador Urbano

Contact:
Pedro Enríquez
Mayagüez
+787-831-24-01
pedro@xplora.us  

Once again, Explorador Urbano coordinated this year’s 
Global Youth Service Day, putting eight separate projects 
into action around the island, and mobilizing over 3,000 
young volunteers between the ages of 9 and 18. Local radio 
stations covered the service projects, which included beach 
clean-ups, youth volunteer training workshops, support 
groups for HIV/AIDS victims and for disabled citizens, as 
well as children with special needs. Government officials, 
such as Hon. José G. Rodriguez, Mayor of Mayagüez, lent 
their support to the occasion.

Russia
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Russia
Number of participants:  1,003,740

National Lead Agency: 
Russian Volunteer Development Center, IAVE NR 
(MCH/ VC) and the Constructive Approach Foundation 
(Sozidanie)

Contact:
Galina Bodrenkova, Elena Zakharova 
Moscow
+7-495-692-91-27
gbodrenkova@yandex.ru; sozidanie@co.ru

Under the leadership of the Russian Volunteer Develop-
ment Center and National Coordinating Committee, Rus-
sia’s 8th consecutive Global Youth Service Day mobilized 
over 1 million volunteers in an unprecedented show of 
success! In 43 regions of the Russia, from Primorski Krai 
and Kaliningrad to Arkhangelsk, some 16,140 social ser-
vice projects were organized for GYSD and Spring Volun-
teer Week (SVW), illustrating the power of youth volun-
teerism, and serving more than 1,135,000 people. Russia’s 
National Coordinating Committee confirmed that 84% 
of volunteers were youth, united in their service by this 
year’s motto, “We are creating our future together!” Projects 
addressing health, education, poverty, civic responsibility 
and the environment garnered the support of, and dona-
tions from, regional governments and over 650 national 
and international companies and organizations.

The significance of GYSD Russia was also noted for the 
first time in President Vladimir Putin’s Annual Message 
to the Federal Assembly of the Russia, with high-level 
government officials attending events in Moscow and 
St. Petersburg.  Youth Service America and the Walt Dis-
ney Company once again provided grants for a number 
of projects, and the Constructive Approach Foundation, 
Mott Foundation, and Gorodisskiy & Partners Law Firm 
also provided valuable operational funding. Even volun-
teers themselves raised more than 210,000USD (nearly 5.5 
million Rubles) for 7,000 special projects. 

In total, 6,000 pieces of clothing and footwear, as well as 
9,500 toys and 15,000 books, were distributed to those in 
need. Volunteers donated more than 290,000 liters of blood 
in a massive show of support for Russian health services. 
Environmental efforts were particularly impressive, both 

in urban and rural areas. Over 5,000 flower bulbs and more 
than 4,000 trees and shrubs were planted, and one ton of 
material and food was collected for abandoned animals in 
various shelters. Volunteers managed to collect more than 9 
tons of paper for recycling nationwide. Additionally, about 
25,000 students, scholars and lecturers joined the ‘Lessons 
for Good’ program, attending a range of presentations and 
seminars across the country. Another 815 organizations 
awarded deserving volunteers with diplomas, certificates 
and gifts in recognition of their actions. This year’s GYSD 
attracted significant attention from local and mass media, 
as more than 320 newspaper articles, 80 radio reports, 112 
televised reports and 65 web sites featured GYSD activi-
ties! At present, regional or network members of the GYSD 
National Coordinating Committee covering more than 30 
regions of the Russia have already confirmed their participa-
tion in GYSD and Spring Volunteer Week 2008! Moreover, 
for the first time in Russia, young volunteers have partici-
pated in the development of State policies in the Republics of 
Tatarstan and Buryatiya, and in Severodvinsk and Southern 
Primorski Krai, to address issues such as HIV/AIDS and the 
struggle for employment opportunities.



Saint Lucia
Number of participants:  15

Local Organizer: 
Caribbean Youth Environment Network 
(Saint Lucia)

Contact:
P. Gustave
Castries
+1-758-286-83-33
pgusto@gmail.com

For Global Youth Service Day 2007, the Caribbean Youth 
Environment Network in Saint Lucia organized a clean-
up event at Barre D’Isle, in Saint Lucia’s forest reserve, in 
collaboration with the Mabouya Valley Environmental 
Club (MVEC) and the St. Lucia Agriculture Forum for 
Youth (SLAFY). Because of the unsightliness and risk of 
the debris being deposited in the nearby river, 15 young 
volunteers cleaned the area, collecting 47 bags of garbage, 
and then erected a Zero Tolerance Towards Littering sign. 
This GYSD 2007 activity was planned to encourage the con-
tinual promotion of proper waste disposal practices, and 
encourage youth to take the initiative in volunteer service. 
Support for their projects was provided by various organi-
zations, including Cable and Wireless (WI) Ltd., St. Lucia 
Solid Waste Management Authority, and the St. Lucia De-
partment of Youth and Sports.

Samoa
Number of participants:  43

Local Organizer: 
World Map Mural Project

Contact:
Janet Ott
Vailoa Palauli
+116-857-732-177
janetaott@aol.com

For GYSD in Samoa, 36 youth and 7 adults took part in the 
World Map Mural Project, and worked to paint murals 
of a world map, a map of Samoa and a map of Oceania at 
a primary and secondary school on the island of Savai’i. 
The Project benefited from a Disney Minnie Grant, and 
left a lasting impression on the 10 to 18 year-olds, who 
enhanced their computer skills doing research, learned to 
plan and cooperate during the design and completion of 
the project, and gained a sense of pride and ownership in 
helping their schools. The young participants were also 
given t-shirts with ‘World Map Project 2007’ printed on 
them. Now 950 students from 14 villages on that stretch of 
coast can enjoy and learn from the murals, and teachers have 
started using the maps as study tools for geography classes, 
and end of term exams
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Saudi Arabia
Number of participants:  1,000

Local Organizer: 
Hope - for Exceptional Needs

Contact:
Lisa Robinson
Jeddah
+996-607-04-20
urcure@hotmail.com

Hope-for Exceptional Needs drew 1,000 participants to 
the Celebrating Abilities function for GYSD in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia. The event was designed to educate the pub-
lic, teachers and volunteers on the abilities of individuals 
with special needs, and promote their integration in soci-
ety.. A variety of workshops developed the volunteers’ abil-
ities in carpentry and tailoring, and enhanced their plan-
ning and organizational skills, media relations and public 
speaking skills. Participants also learned that one can make 
friendships regardless of disabilities. Over 10,000 brochures 
were distributed in multiple languages around Jeddah to 
promote the event, which was supported by Mobil Oil, 
Quaker Oats Company, City Plaza and Baby Shop, Avon, 
and an anonymous sponsor. The day’s fun and games were 
also made possible by the Ministry of Social Affairs, who 
granted permission to use the function venue. 



Sierra Leone
Number of participants:  300

Local organizer: 

Africa Youths for Peace and Development
Salis Bangura
aypad93@yahoo.com

Youth for Progress
Abubakarr Sillah
bakish_02@yahoo.com

Save the Youths Sierra Leone
Edward Massaquoi
mamasguy_20041@yahoo.com

United Youth for Success and Development
Josie Kamara Cole
josiekc68@hotmail.com

Youth Awareness and Voluntary Group
Unisa Jalloh
unisa_jalloh1999@yahoo.co.uk

In Sierra Leone more than 300 people took part in GYSD, 
initiated by organizations such as Africa Youths for Peace 
and Development and Youth for Progress. Africa Youths 

mobilized 170 participants for the cleaning and beautifica-
tion of Victoria Park in Freetown, who received t-shirts, 
food and drinks for their efforts. About 30 community 
elders and media representatives, from ABC TV Sierra Le-
one, also attended the celebrations, publicized by Radio 
98.1 and Radio Kallone. Organizers also received welcome 
support from supporters in the United States. 

Save The Youths Sierra Leone planted 500 trees to prevent 
soil erosion, distribute teaching materials on poverty re-
duction to parents, and trained 50 young leaders to act in-
dependently in their communities, notably on issues such 
as food security. UNDP and Save the Children Sierra Leone 
gave their support to the initiatives, as did the Health Min-
istry of Sierra Leone and various union members.  Youth 
for Progress also organized a series of presentations and 
events in the west of the capital, focusing on the MDGs, 
which attracted 74 participants. This was made possible 
with funding from the Council of Imams, and support 
from councilors, churches and generous youth leaders. 
Further events were organized by the Youth Awareness 
and Voluntary Group, who organized a tree-planting 
event and educated youth about HIV/AIDS at the Albert 
Academy, in Freetown, and by United Youth for Success 
and Development.

Sierra Leone
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Slovenia
Number of participants:  10,000

National Lead Agency: 
Slovenska filantropija/Slovenian Philanthropy

Contact:
Eva Gracanin
Ljubljana
+386-143-012-88
eva.gracanin@filantropija.org

Slovenska filantropija reported a very successful GYSD, 
with 10,000 people taking part in the celebrations in Slo-
venia. Many events were organized by 182 different NGOs, 
schools and local community authorities, most focusing 
on the 7th MDG: ensuring environmental sustainability. 
About 200 clean-up and recycling projects were organized 
or carried out by Slovenian youth during April, as part 
of the ‘Fruits of Society’ initiative for inter-generational 
voluntary cooperation, supported by Slovenian President 
Janez Drnovsek. On the 19th April, 200 young volunteers 
gathered in Ljubljana to present their activities to the pub-
lic from stalls in the main square. In a show of support, 
Mayor Zoran Jankovic addressed the volunteers, who later 
enjoyed a rap and music concert. The Slovenian Office 
for Youth, the Ministry of Defense, Radio Bakla, Radio 
Student, Radio MARS, Moj Radio, and Imago marketing 
and Mercator all helped with publicity or logistics for the 
events. In the long-term, GYSD continues to grow in Slo-
venia, its popularity reflected in the ever-increasing media 
coverage and sponsorship. This year, 55 different media out-
lets covered GYSD events with 60 articles and TV features, 
including more than 150 pro-bono radio advertisements. 
Organizers also worked hard to publicize GYSD, making 400 
posters and distributing over 7,000 leaflets, t-shirts and bro-
chures. 

Somalia
Number of participants:  Not Reported

Local Organizer: 
Somali Youth Employment Service

Contact:
Moh’ud Bulle Moh’ed
Banadir
+252-157-2257
somaliyouthemploymentservice@yahoo.com

Despite of conflict and political strife in Somalia during 
the times of GYSD, the Somali Youth Employment Ser-
vice organized a successful event in the Banadir region. 
The event gathered youth organizations and young people 
and recognized the role young people should play in de-
cision-making on all matters of peace, reconciliation, po-
litical disputes and human rights. The participants drafted 
a declaration that was sent to clan leaders and commu-
nity organizations, the transitional government, civil so-
ciety organizations and the international community. The 
declaration calls for all actors to recognize the effects of 
conflict and to do their part to stop the fighting, and the 
participants hope it can help to bring about peace and more 
humanitarian aid to those who need it.



South Africa
Number of participants:  20,710

National Lead Agency: 
National Youth Service Unit (NYSU)

Contact:
Marcus Moloeli
+27-116-517-000
marcusm@nysu.org.za

A week-long schedule from April 20-27 marked a hugely 
successful GYSD in South Africa, where 20,000+ young 
volunteers were mobilized for action in four provinces. 
Under the banner ‘Proud to Serve’, GYSD was coordinated 
by the National Youth Service Unit, in collaboration with 
the Umsobomvu Youth Fund, the National Youth Com-
mission, Provincial Youth Commissions, several universi-
ties, NGOs, as well as national and local Government. 

Volunteer activities covered a range of civic issues: health 
promotion and HIV/AIDS awareness, supporting child-
headed households, environment and nature conserva-
tion, infrastructure development, traffic and road safety, 
education, security, and sports and recreation. GYSD proj-
ects attracted attention from 17 media firms; local televi-
sion, national television and widespread newspaper cov-
erage. Ongoing projects are still receiving attention from 
local radio and newspapers in the Gauteng Province and 
Western, Northwestern and Northern Capes. The momen-
tum created by this year’s GYSD have led other organiza-
tions and government departments to implement long-term 
National Youth Service projects, such as the case of the Na-
tional Department of Transport. The Western Cape Depart-
ment of Public Works will recruit 500 youth to participate 
in infrastructure development projects, and the University of 
the Western Cape will align their community outreach work 
to the NYS model, while Wits University will do the same 
with its Volunteer Program. In his 2007 State of the Nation 
Address, President Thabo Mbeki confirmed that he will “in-
crease the number of young people engaged in the National 
Youth Service by at least 20,000, through 18 departments 
which have already developed plans in this regard, also en-
rolling 30,000 young volunteers in community development 
initiatives, and employing 5,000 young people as part of the 
Expanded Public Works Program in the maintenance of gov-
ernment buildings.”

Sri Lanka
Number of participants:  8,500

National Lead Agency: 
Sri Lanka United Nations Friendship
Organization (SUNFO)

Contact:
Dr. W. A. Deshapriya S. Wijetunge
Dehiwala
+94-714-233-822
sunfo@sunfo.org

In Sri Lanka, GYSD 2007 mobilized over 8,500 youth vol-
unteers, although the number of Sri Lankans served by 
GYSD projects amounts to well over 30,000, with coordi-
nation provided again by the Sri Lanka United Nations 
Friendship Organization. As part of the celebrations, 30 
youth groups and organizations collaborated to organize 
32 projects. Highlights included a Health Camp orga-
nized by Don Bosco Youth Organization, which provided 
medical consultation and treatment for over 12,000 mem-
bers of the public. Also, the CCF Sri Lanka Dehimaduwa 
Children’s Project planned a clean-up of the local canal 
and temple, benefiting more than 8,000. Other projects 
included a disease prevention clinic, cultural festival and 
personal development training for a 1,000 youth with the 
Samadhi Community Development Foundation. Nusrath 
Muslim Women’s Development Foundation also carried 
out leadership training events for 1,225 women. The high-
est-circulating daily newspaper in Sri Lanka, Lankadeepa, 
published an article with photos about the GYSD celebra-
tions.

Sri Lanka
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Taiwan
Number of participants:  100,000

National Lead Agency: 
National Youth Commission (NYC), Taiwan

Contact:
Huang Yu-feng
Taipei
+886-223-566-366
yfhwang@nyc.gov.tw

Once again, the National Youth Commission (NYC) in 
Taiwan organized a successful GYSD, mobilizing over 
100,000 young volunteers in 3,000 service projects.  In 
partnership with the Ministry of Education and Council 
of Cultural Affairs, young Taiwanese volunteers were re-
cruited to carry out educational, reading and cultural ac-
tivities, in addition to helping reinforce the efforts of the 
seven volunteer centers around the islands. Moreover, 73 
teams of international volunteers came to Taiwan to help 
make the Global Youth Service Day celebrations a success.  
GYSD was also marked by a major on-going book drive, 
supported by the Ssangyong Motor Company, in which 
books were given to low-income households who had the 
opportunity to thank the donors with specially designed 
bookmarks.  Regional events were held in Central and 
Eastern Taiwan, as well as on the Peng’hu and Matsu is-
lands, along with regional rallies to sign up volunteers and 
promote volunteerism in cooperation with schools, com-
munities, and other institutions.

Sudan
Number of participants:  490

Local Organizer: 
UN Youth Association of Sudan

Contact:
Joseph Kenyi Samuel
Khartoum
kenyi57@yahoo.com 

Global Youth Service Day 2007 was celebrated by nearly 
500 Sudanese youth in Khartoum, led by the UN Youth 
Association of Sudan (UNYA – Sudan), with the help of 
university student groups and church youth groups. HIV/
AIDS was chosen as the main theme, and a number of aca-
demic, church and community leaders joined the National 
Director of HIV/AIDS Control in the GYSD conference. 
Mobilization and education of Sudanese youth were iden-
tified as key developments necessary to the fight against 
AIDS in Sudan. Speakers and participants were provided 
with food and beverages at the end of the conference, 
which were donated by the Khartoum Monitor and local 
radio.

Taiwan



Tajikistan
Number of participants:  675

Local Organizers: 
Relief International – Schools Online

Contact:
Ibrohim Rustamov
Dushanbe
ibrohim@schoolsonline.org
www.connect-tajikistan.org/gysd07/

Child Rights Project – NGO Minerva

Contact:
Max Baldwin
Dushanbe
+53-503-58-90
m.baldwin.crp@gmail.com

For GYSD, Relief International-Schools Online and the 
Child Rights Project of NGO Minerva organized a strong 
turn-out from Tajik youth. A total of 26 schools and Youth 
Leadership Clubs planned and implemented service proj-
ects from April 15th to 28th, training over 500 people on 
leadership skills, community-empowerment, information 
technology, and environmental and literacy initiatives in 
their communities. Environmental work also featured 
prominently, and students from the Dushanbe #10 School 
visited the US Embassy to see a film about World Earth 
Day and a presentation by CARE International.  Students 
also organized a forum to share ideas on improving their 
communities, and chose a motto to inspire their efforts in 
the coming year: “Discover, Plan and Do It”.  Child Rights 
Project - NGO Minerva, a Disney Minnie Grant recipient 
mobilized another 120 volunteers between the ages of 4 
and 18 years old.  In conjunction with the Hukumat Lo-
cal Authorities and the Open Society Institute Assistance 
Foundation, they conducted a project to renovate a public 
space in Dushanbe, painting a mural and cleaning the play-
ground area for children to use again. Long-term impacts of 
the GYSD celebration in Tajikistan include the initiation of 
year-long youth service projects.

Thailand
Number of participants:  106

Local Organizer: 
Service for Peace Thailand

Contact:
Raweetheewath Srisuttisa-ard
Bangkapi
+668-412-852-84
sfp_thailand@hotmail.com

Over 100 volunteers participated in GYSD in Santichon, 
Thailand this year, organized by Service for Peace, under 
the theme ‘Youth Service Builds Peace in the Community’.  
The focus of the day was to bridge gaps among children 
from diverse backgrounds and, from an early age, to devel-
op new partnerships with the Muslim community, and ex-
pose the children to a peaceful, friendly atmosphere.  Vol-
unteers varied in age, including university and high school 
students as well as kindergarten children, who accounted 
for almost half of the participants. Service for Peace suc-
cessfully educated the young volunteers on their mission 
for peace and stressed the importance of working together 
with people from different backgrounds, a message echoed 
by Mr Praset Wongsan, Vice President of Santichon Foun-
dation, and Mr. Manut Boonchum, principal of San-
tichon Islamic School. The Lactasoy Company provided 
250 cartons of milk, and the Pakvan Children’s Bookshop 
supplied 30 books, in addition to generous support from 
Service for Peace International and the WangThong Lang 
District Authorities. New partnerships were formed with the 
local Muslim community and all the participants are main-
taining contact by sending reports and regular newsletters, in 
the hope of organizing more projects in the future. 

Thailand
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Togo
Number of participants: 780

Local Organizers: 
Fondation Avenir Meilleur au Togo (FAM Togo)

Contact:
Newlove Bobson Atiso
Tsevie
+228-924-57-70
bobsonfamtogo@yahoo.com 

Jeunes Volontaires pour l’Environnement (JVE)

Contact:
Séna Alouka
Casablance, Lomé
+228-220-01-12
yvetogo@hotmail.com
www.ong-jve.com

FAM Togo galvanized the efforts of 467 participants for 
a successful GYSD celebration held in Lomé.  The young 
volunteers worked hard to implement four commu-
nity development projects, which ran from the 19th to 
the 23rd of April.  Among their primary service projects 
were a tree-planting initiative to prevent soil erosion and 
a campaign to support the elderly.  Two local radio slots 
were provided to raise awareness of their efforts.  The or-
ganization also linked up with five local schools that have all 
established youth associations. FAM Togo will meet twice a 
month with these groups to begin the process of increasing 
youth volunteerism across the country. Jeunes Volontaires 
pour l’Environnement (JVE) also helped to organize 
GYSD celebrations, mobilizing over 300 people for events 
in 9 towns across Togo, largely focused on environmen-
tal issues. Events included a gathering of the Génération 
Solaire TOGO/ JVE University Club and an environmen-
tal conference and debate, held at the Centre Régional 
d’Enseignement Technique et de Formation Profession-
nelle in Kpalimé, and attended by 200 students, teachers 
and local journalists. Issues such as the economic conse-
quences of climate change for sub-Saharan Africa were 
addressed. GYSD activities coincided with Earth Day, and 
over 150 t-shirts were distributed to children to celebrate 
its success.

Tonga
Number of participants:  2,400

National Lead Agency: 
Tonga National Volunteer Service

Contact:
Vanessa Lolohea
Nuku’alofa
+676-244-22
vanessa@tnyc.org

The success of GYSD 2007 in Tonga was reflected in the 
variety of projects coordinated by the Tonga National 
Volunteer Service who, along with their umbrella orga-
nization, the Tonga National Youth Congress, mobilized 
2,400 youth, and served a total of 6,000 Tongans. Vol-
unteers planted trees and mangrove plants, cleared bush 
areas for sewing crops, organized community clean-ups, 
distributed HIV/AIDS information pamphlets, and volun-
teered to take adults living with a disability to parks, and 
read to housebound elderly neighbors.  In addition, a week 
of Tonga Youth Peace Leadership training was held to con-
tinue the process of reconciliation and all-party talks since 
the November 16th riots. Since then Tongan youth have 
pressed for a Youth Peace Service Day. Long-term impacts of 
GYSD 2007 include the planting of 500 trees to stop soil ero-
sion, creating new community recycling systems, and train-
ing 250 new volunteers to further projects in peace-building, 
HIV/AIDS youth awareness, and organic farming.



Trinidad & Tobago
Number of participants: 400

National Lead Agency: 
International Education and Resource Network 
Trinidad & Tobago (iEARNTnT)

Contact:
Gia Gaspard-Taylor
Port of Spain
+1-868-622-68-16
iearntrinidadntobago@yahoo.com

The International Education and Resource Network or-
ganized another successful GYSD in Trinidad and Tobago 
by mobilizing more than 400 volunteers ages 11 to 25 from 
different communities. The celebration centered on sport-
ing events in Palo Seco, where Primary school students 
showcased their skills and team spirit. Elsewhere, environ-
mental awareness and the empowerment of young women 
were the major themes.  About 100 trees were planted in 
memory of those lost to natural disasters.  Students from 
El Dorado Secondary School educated the public on green 
issues, and the Network of NGOs for the Advancement of 
Young Women launched a new project to empower new 
female voters and aspiring political leaders: ‘Put a Woman 
in the House - In the House of Parliament’.

In addition, students from 18 schools attended the Model 
Local Government debate, organized by iEARN, the Asso-
ciated Schools Network, and the Federation of UNESCO 
Clubs. Mayor Ferguson of San Fernando confirmed that 
the event “helped to build the capacity of an international 
network of organizations that promote youth participation, 
service and learning [while educating] the public, the media 
and policy makers.”  Further support came from offices such 
as the Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs, the Ministry of 
Public Utilities and the Environment, the Tobago House 
of Assembly, The National Commission for UNESCO, and 
the Mayor’s Offices in Port of Spain and San Fernando. 
GYSD on both islands attracted attention from all daily 
newspapers and was covered on prime-time television.

Turkmenistan
Number of participants:  2,245

Local Organizer: 
International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX)

Contact:
Dyanch Hojagyeldiyev
Ashgabat
+993-12-331-03
dhojageldiyev@iatp.edu.tm

The city of Ashgabat hosted a successful GYSD 2007 thanks 
to the support the International Research and Exchanges 
Board of Turkmenistan received from a number of key 
organizations, including the US Embassy in Ashgabat, the 
Turkmen Ministry of Nature Protection, and the Ameri-
can Councils for International Education (ACCELS). Over 
2,000 people took part in the celebrations from both local 
communities and student exchange programs. The high-
light was a community clean-up at the Geokdere country-
side resort, where 130 young volunteers teamed up with 
alumni from the FLEX, UGRAD, MUSKIE and the Ful-
bright programs.  Participants received special t-shirts for 
their efforts, featuring the GYSD Turkmenistan 2007 logo, 
in addition to the team-building skills they acquired. In 
the towns of Balkanabat, Dadhoguz, Mary, and Turkmena-
bat, teachers and students joined the Global Connections 
Exchange Program to introduce GYSD to the public, and 
thirty-five young female leaders from the Teach Age Girl 
(TAG) project promoted GYSD to over 1,100 peers, focus-
ing on its potential for protecting the environment.
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Uganda
Number of participants: 1,650

Local Organizers: 
Foundation for AIDS Orphaned Children (FAOC)

Contact: 
Boaz Buyinza
Mbarara
+256-772-922-323
faoc2005@yahoo.com 

Youth with a Vision

Contact:
John Mugabi
Kampala
+256-772-872-403
ywavision@yahoo.com 

In Uganda, GYSD 2007 was organized by the Foundation 
for AIDS Orphaned Children (FAOC) and Youth with a 
Vision, both recipients of Disney Minnie grants.  About 
1,100 young volunteers between the ages of 10 and 18 were 
mobilized from five key parishes of the FAOC project in 
the Isingiro district. HIV/AIDS information seminars and 
workshops were held so that participants could establish 

their roles in addressing HIV/AIDS in their communities in 
the years to come. Thirty-five young ‘change agents’ were 
chosen to disseminate information to schools and com-
munities in Isingiro. 

Other events included an exhibition of art work describing 
the impact on children of the AIDS epidemic.  In addition, 
52 women and 48 men were tested for HIV/AIDS, with the 
support of the AIDS Information Center (AIC), who pro-
vided the tent and voluntary counseling services for the 
day, and the event was attended by the Isingiro District Di-
rector of Health Services. In the Masaka region, Youth with 
a Vision mobilized more than 500 volunteers and imple-
mented four service projects with the help of regional gov-
ernmental officials, and specially-formed volunteer youth 
clubs from local schools.  Food was provided to 20 families 
affected by AIDS, and seedlings were planted in Kako Pri-
mary School garden to improve school attendance and the 
nutrition of 700 school children. A spring well was cleaned 
out to provide drinking water for 200 people, and farm 
kits were distributed to locals, along with 450 posters and 
flyers educating parents on immunization to reduce child 
mortality rates.  Hajji Ali Matovu, Chairman of Kimanya 
Local Government, participated in the distribution projects 
and has now promised to have a youth desk in his office, so 
that local youth can impart their advice and suggestions on 
council business.  Anselm Ssegendo, Chairman of Kasijagir-
wa local council, also pledged his support for upcoming ini-
tiatives to boost the GYSD celebrations in Uganda.

Uganda



Ukraine
Number of participants:  10,500

National Lead Agency: 
All-Ukrainian Youth Organization
Democratic Transformation of Ukraine

Contact:
Volodymyr Nikolaets
Kyiv
+38-667-262-158
demperu@yahoo.com

In celebration of GYSD 2007, the All-Ukrainian Youth Or-
ganization, in association with the Ukrainian Youth Coor-
dinating Council and Ternopil Regional Center, mobilized 
over 10,000 volunteers in 142 social projects, carried out 
in 17 of the 25 Ukrainian regions. From March to May, 
several workshops and forums educated young Ukrainians 
on issues such as HIV/AIDS, sexual health and drug addic-
tion. In Chernigiv, 80 volunteers distributed health infor-
mation brochures to vulnerable youth, one of many social 
work projects undertaken in impoverished areas. From the 
21-27 May, the interactive Global Youth Service Day Game 
educated children in some 50 schools and institutions on 
HIV/AIDS and drugs. Another highlight of GYSD was the 
environmental work done in Kyiv, where the Ukrainian 
Minister for Family, Youth and Sports supported a clean-
up of Oleksandr Dovjenko Park, and in Riven, where the 
Riven Youth Organization (Noviy Riven) used a Disney 
Minnie Grant to educate the public on local environmen-
tal issues, while cleaning up and restoring nearby forest ar-
eas. Other activities included press conferences with national 
media, and the training of new volunteers ahead of GYSD 
2008.

United Kingdom
Number of participants:  209

Local Organizer: 
Youth with a Global Vision

Contact:
Charles Addoco
London
+44-208-592-9362
ywagv@yahoo.co.uk

Youth with a Global Vision organized four projects in 
the UK for their second GYSD, this time mobilizing over 
200 young volunteers. Activities included a number of 
church services, and a college presentation and youth 
forum to educate and inspire participants on the Mil-
lennium Development Goals (MDGs). Over 200 ‘letters 
of hope’ were sent to African children as part of a net-
working initiative with activists from Ghana. Youth with 
a Global Vision’s commitment to the MDGs extends to 
its collaboration with the Micah project, with the goal 
of uniting church groups and lobbying for greater action 
as 2015 approaches. The organization is aiming for even 
greater participation next year, and hopes to maintain the 
high level of youth involvement, with plans for exchanges 
with organizations in Canada and Ghana.



89

United States
Number of participants:  1,500,000

National Lead Agency:
Youth Service America

Contact:
Karen Daniel
Washington, DC
+1-202-296-2992, x104
kdaniel@ysa.org

Millions of young people across the country participated 
in tens of thousands of service and service-learning proj-
ects on National & Global Youth Service Day (N & GYSD), 
led by Youth Service America.  Projects addressed all of the 
MDGs through “strategic service”, dealing with issues such 
as school violence, climate change, disaster relief, poverty 
and literacy, amongst others. Increasingly, N & GYSD is a 
year-round effort to expand the impact of the youth service 
movement.  The initiative launches new service organiza-
tions, policy changes, and sustainable service programs to 
create a culture of engaged youth.

This year the N & GYSD media campaign generated near-
ly 1.5 billion media impressions (readership) from 1,647 
television, newspaper, and online stories, highlighting the 
positive role youth play as community assets and leaders 
year-round, and emphasizing the value of service and ser-
vice-learning.  CMT One Country, the pro-social initiative 
for cable network Country Music Television, America’s No. 
1 country music network, was a key media partner.  YSA 
also tracked the participation of 537 government officials 
in N & GYSD.  The United States Senate passed, by unani-
mous consent, Resolution 158, introduced by 44 original 
co-sponsors, and declared April 20 as National & Global 
Youth Service Day.

With support from the U.S. Department of Justice, YSA 
held the Youth Service Institute, including Lead Agency 
representatives, where 200 participants gathered in New 
Orleans for three days of training on organizing GYSD 
and year-round events.  

	 • 117 National Partners promoted N & GYSD 2007 
through their networks of thousands of local chapters and 
affiliates.

	 • 5 National Partners now hold their own signature 
events on the same dates as N & GYSD, which remains the 
nation’s largest collaboration of education, youth, and ser-
vice organizations around a single service event.

	 • 51 Lead Agencies planned special city, regional, and 
statewide events that involved 697,758 volunteers in ser-
vice projects.

In total, YSA and its sponsors provided 322 youth, teach-
ers, and organizations with grant funding to support N & 
GYSD projects and continued service. Nine partners of-
fered their own financial support, resulting in an addition-
al 327 grants.



Uruguay
Number of participants:  2,250

National Lead Agency: 
Asociación Cristiana de Jóvenes de Montevideo

Contact:
Omar Sellanes
Montevideo
+598-24-01-33-11
DGSVJuy@acj-ymca.org

For the eighth consecutive year, the Asociación Cristiana 
de Jóvenes (ACJ) coordinated some 42 organizations in 
11 regions, mobilizing 2,250 young volunteers. In Monte-
video, a packed schedule included ‘Programa Ambiente,’ a 
cardboard and paper drive to collect materials for REPA-
PEL ONG to recycle. This was followed by an afternoon 
session with 34 interactive workshops on themes such as 
cultural diversity, the conflict in the Middle East, and do-
mestic violence and HIV/AIDS, along with capoeira, po-
etry, tango and theatre classes. Two concerts followed the 
day’s activities, as volunteers were encouraged to create an 
“atmosphere of solidarity,” this year’s motto. Once again, 
generous funding came from companies such as Porto Se-
guro, Coca-Cola, Cutsca, Pagnific, Establecimiento Frutí-
cola Moizo, PTI Cerro, and Chevron-Texaco. Four private 
donors, including Hagshama and the Federation of Young 
Zionists and public donors, such as the Interior Ministry 
and Montevideo Municipal Management, provided ad-
ditional funding. The broad support for this year’s events 
were enhanced by publicity from numerous newspapers, 
television and radio stations, both locally and nationwide.

Uzbekistan
Number of participants:  600

Local Organizer: 
Global Connections Exchange Program / 
Nukus #1School 

Contact:
Sharifa Djurabaeva
Tashkent
+998-71-137-60-55
sdjurabaeva@uzsci.net

The Global Connection and Exchange Program played a 
leading role in organizing the GYSD celebrations in Uz-
bekistan for the fourth consecutive year. About 600 volun-
teers participated in GYSD and World Earth Day projects, 
planting nearly 200 trees, 650 plants, and flowers at or-
phanages and schoolyard renovation projects throughout 
Ferghana, Marghilan, Nukus and Termez. Other activities 
included a computer training workshop for kindergarten 
children at Termez #10 School. In total, 50 elementary 
school students were trained in computer basics, and 35 
women and 10 teachers were trained in using the inter-
net, setting up email accounts and blogs, and distributing 
teaching materials online. With these new skills, communi-
ties will have access to new teaching materials and resources, 
and the youth will maintain the websites they developed, 
along with their newly planted gardens.

Uruguay Uzbekistan
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Venezuela
Number of participants: 3,500

National Lead Agency: 
Fundación Jóvenes Voluntarios

Contact:
Hector David Carvajal
Caracas
+58-412-617-78-91
jovenesvoluntarios@hotmail.com

Great progress was made since last year under Fundación 
Jóvenes Voluntarios’ leadership, who mobilized over 3,500 
volunteers through 12 events in Caracas and Merida states. 
GYSD activities included a youth concert in Chacao, a visit 
to the children’s hospital in San Bernardino, cultural ex-
changes with Greek and Italian volunteers in Libertador de 
Merida, and a seminar at the Universidad Central de Ven-
ezuela, entitled ‘We volunteers can create a world of peace.’ 
Further cultural exchanges with youth from the Netherlands, 
the US and Italy are planned for later this year, as part of the 
‘Voluntariado De Paz’ program, focusing on the potential of 
volunteering as a tool for peace. GYSD 2007 was supported 
by El Universal newspaper, RCTV, Globovisión, Radio Ca-
racas, Universidad Central de Venezuela, Iglesia San José 
de Chacao, and the Municipalities of Chacao, Libertador, 
and Baruta.

Vietnam
Number of participants: 50

Local Organizer: 
Hoi An Library Degenhardt Foundation

Contact:
Karen Chun
Hoi An
krnchun@yahoo.com

Hoi An Library marked Global Youth Service Day with 
a game day and poster contest to promote the library to 
the local community, involving 50 young volunteers. Sev-
enteen of the volunteers had previously received train-
ing from librarians in Hawaii, United States, and passed 
on leadership, planning and management skills to the 
library’s youth club members. With the help of the Degen-
hardt Foundation, Hoi An Library is building a partnership 
with the Hoi An Youth Union to continue the growth of the 
library, and promote literacy in the Hoi An community



Zambia
Number of participants:  320

Local Organizers: 
Solwezi Youth Alive Zambia

Contact:
Lawrebce Simatyaba
Solwezi
+260-978-185
solwezialive@yahoo.com

Breakthrough Sports Academy

Contact:
Malanga Jeff Mposha
Lusaka
+260-993-900-96
breakthrough_sportsacademy@yahoo.co.uk

Local organizers Solwezi Youth Alive and Breakthrough 
Sports Academy both mobilized 320 Zambian youth for a 
successful celebration of Global Youth Service Day. In the 
Solwezi district, 120 young volunteers carried out 3 projects, 
serving a total of 7,000 locals. Volunteers helped to build a 
new community school in Kyalalakuba, and took part in 
an educational HIV/AIDS drama workshop. Three high 
schools held an HIV/AIDS debate, chaired by Lawrence 
Simatyaba from Solwezi Youth Alive. Kasanshi Mining 
plc. donated computers, printers and sports equipment as 
prizes, and World Vision provided substantial funding for 
the day’s events, which raised great enthusiasm for further 
projects in the community. Zambia’s national Post News-
paper covered Breakthrough Sports Academy’s commu-
nity clean-up project, highlighting the change in attitudes 
of the 200 volunteer youth, whom organizers described as 
“not leaders of the future, but leaders now”.
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Organizations from the following countries expressed 
strong interest in participating in GYSD 2007, but the final 
report was not received at the time of printing:

Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Chad, Chile, Ethiopia, Guinea-Bissau, 
Kyrgyzstan, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Slovak Republic, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Tanzania.

Tajikistan



Brazil
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The following lists indicates the level of official support 
or participation in each country:

Albania
The Mayor of Kucove, Artur Kurti, the Vice-Mayor, Vice-
Prefect, and the Minister of Education.

Argentina
A Government Secretary and the National Secretary of 
Public Works lent their support.

Armenia
Mayor of Artashat, Gagik Mourady, the Head of the Edu-
cation Department of Artashat Manya Gabrielyan,
Diana Shahbazyan.

Azerbaijan
Representatives from the Ministry of Economics, the 
Ministry for Youth and Sport, and the Deputy Mayor of 
Lenkeran.

Bahamas
Public officials in attendance were the youth arm repre-
sentatives of each political party.

Bolivia
Juan Pablo Zamora Ing. of the Forestry Department and 
the Municipal Government of Villamontes.

Brazil
Once again, President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva addressed 
Brazil’s young volunteers in his annual official message to 
GYSD participants. Further support came from the Gov-
ernor of Rio Grande do Norte State, Wilma de Faria, and 

State Deputies Antônio Jácome and Márcia Maia, who 
promoted a Public Audience in the Legislative House of 
Rio Grande do Norte State to promote youth volunteer-
ing. Municipal and State Education Secretaries also par-
ticipated in Natal State.  

Bulgaria
State Agency for Youth and Sport

Burundi
Support came from the presidency of the Republic and 
various ministers and administrators, including the Bu-
rundian Minister for Communications.

Cameroon
The Departmental Delegate of the Protection of the Envi-
ronment and Nature government division. 

Canada
Government of Canada through the Department of Heritage.

China
United States Congresswoman Anna Eshoo issued two 
proclamations in support of the collaboration between 
youth from China and the United States.

Colombia
Senator of the Republic, Juan Manuel Galán, Councilor 
of Bogota Consejal, Angela Benedetti, and President of 
the National Plenary System, Roberto Ortegón.

Congo, Republic of
The National Council in the Fight Against HIV/AIDS.

LISTING OF
GOVERNMENT
SUPPORT



Congo, Democratic Republic of
President of the inter-university committee of the town 
of Goma, Mr Daniel. 

Cote d’Ivoire
Ministers of State and Planning and Development.

Dominican Republic
The State Secretaries for Education, Agriculture and the 
Environment. The Municipal Government of Bayaguana.

Ecuador
Doctor Roberto Vernimmen, Director of the Social Ac-
tion Directorate of the Municipality of Guayaquil, repre-
senting Mayor Jaime Nebot. 

Egypt
GYSD was supported by Under Secretary Qalubeya from 
the Ministry of Education, staff from the Ministry of the 
Environment, and members of the Egyptian Parliament. 

El Salvador
Mayor of the Municipal Council.

France 
Government support in France came from the Ministry 
of Youth, Ministry of Sports, Ministry of Popular Affairs, 
and regional and local councils across the country, in-
cluding the Regional Council of the Nord-Pas-de-Calais, 
Le Conseil Général du Nord, the City Council of Lille, 
Lyon City Council, Région Rhône-Alpes, the Regional 
Council of Nantes, General Council of Nantes and the 
City Council of Nantes. 

Gambia
Local government officials, politicians, civil servants, lo-
cal chiefs and national HIV/AIDS officials. 

Ghana
The Director of the National Commission on Civic Ed-
cation in the New Edubiase district, the Directors of the 
Center for National Culture in the Assin South district and 
Adansi South District. The Presiding Elder in the Adansi 
South District Assembly also facilitated GYSD activities.

Guatemala
Oscar Berger, President of Guatemala, Hugo Beteta of the 
Ministry of Finance, Carlos Vielmann from the Ministry 
of the Interior, Maria Del Carmen Aceña of the Ministry 

of Education, Alfredo Privado Medrano from the Minis-
try of Public Health and Social Assistance, and Jorge Her-
rera, Secretary of the National Council on Youth. Silvia 
Vazquez from the Office of the Deputy Minister for Com-
munity Support also supported GYSD activities, as did 
Frank Larue, President of the Presidential Commission 
on Human Rights.

Guinea
Minister of Youth, Culture and Sports, Baidy Aribot, and 
Great Britain Ambassador to Guinea, John McManus.

Guyana 
Prime Minister Sam Hinds of Guyana supported GYSD by 
speaking at this year’s cultural event, attended by USAID 
official Hubert Robertson.

Haiti
Provincial officials, a delegation from Port-au-Prince 
Town Hall, and the Mayor of Ganthier.

Hong Kong
Guest of honor at this year’s “Caring for the Elderly con-
ference” was Chairman of the Elderly Commission Hon. 
Dr. LEONG Che-hung.

Hungary
Közöd! Day was supported by members of parliament, 
local mayors, a leader of local sport commissions, the 
mayor of Budapest and the First Commissioner of Public 
Works.

India
Ministry of Youth Affairs / Nehru Yuva Kendra, Health 
Department Medical Officers, district youth officers, 
council coordinators, forestry officers and sanitation of-
ficers al endorsed GYSD. Additional support came from 
Mr. Ramasamy, President of Mathianallur Village Coun-
cil, Mr. K Subramani, Mr. Kumasaramy of the local gov-
ernment authorities,, and Mr. Senguttuvan, the Union 
Chairman of the Manikandan Union Council.

Israel
The Mayor of Jerusalem.

Kenya
Ministry of State for Youth Affairs, Kenya Forestry Service, 
Provincial administration officers and the Kenyan Min-
istry for Health. Busia District Officer Mr. J J Ole Kefa, 
Councilor James Onyango and Chief William Kamau.
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Malawi
Lilongwe district officials attended some of the activities.

Moldova
Mayor Darie Nadejda of Zberoaia village.

Mongolia
Advisor to the President, N Sodnomorj, Governor of 
Uvurkhangai Province, B Edrenebilegt, and the Vice-
Minister of Health all contributed to GYSD in Mongolia. 
Support also came from Mr. Yadamjav, Head of the Met-
ropolitan Police Department, and Mrs. Erdenechimeg, 
Public Relations Officer for the Ministry of Health.

Nicaragua
Events were attended by local officials, mayors and for-
estry agency MAGFOR.

Nigeria
Support came from Mrs Maureen Bakare, former Secre-
tary to the Lagos State Ministry of Education, and Festus 
Keyamo, human right activist. 

Pakistan
Mr Muhammad Aslam Kambhoo, District Coordination 
Officer in Okara, Mr Moazzam Ali Khan, Deputy Director 
of  the Punjab Anti-Narcotics Force, Mr. Asad Ullah Haider, 
the District of Okara Social Welfare Officer, Professor Hayat 
of the Government Commerce College, and Mr. Rana Kahlid 
Mehmood, Deputy Superintendent of Okara Police Force.

Panama
The National Police, Ministry of Health, the National 
System of Civil Protection (SINAPROC), the Ministry of 
Public Works (MOP), National Environmental Authority 
(ANAM), San Miguelito Town Hall, Vivian Fernandez de 
Torrijos, First Lady of the Republic, Honourable Deputy 
Milcades Concepción, President of the Environment, 
Population and Development, the Environment Com-
mission and the National Assembly of Earth Day. 

Peru
Tenent Governor of the Municipality of San Juan de Lu-
rigancho.

Philippines
The Mayor, Vice-mayor, municipal councilors and repre-
sentatives from the provincial office of the Department 
of Education spoke at the opening ceremony. The PTA 

president was responsible for soliciting funds from the 
provincial government. The Mayor’s Office also contrib-
uted funds for the camp, and police provided night-time 
security around the perimeter of the school.

Russia
Numerous state agencies and top-level officials support-
ed GYSD in Russia this year, including the Federation of 
Deputies of State Assemblies and representatives of gov-
ernment departments, such as the Ministry of Health and 
Social Development and of Science, Culture and Youth 
Policy. In his Annual Message to the Federal Assembly, 
President Vladamir Putin also noted the social signifi-
cance of youth volunteerism. Further governmental sup-
port came from Sergey Aleksandrovich Popov, Alexander 
Vasilevich Pyltsyn, Valery Vasilev, Albina Komovich, Ga-
lina Svetkina, Sergey Morozov and Evgenie Jurev.

Saint Lucia 
Minister of Youth and Sports, Hon. Lennard Montoute, 
showed his support in his televised address for Youth 
Month, which is celebrated in April in St. Lucia.

Saudi Arabia
Amira Sara of the Ministry of Social Affairs approved the 
event license for GYSD in public.

Sierra Leone
The Ministry of Health and HIV/ AIDS, Secretaries and 
Union members gave their support to events in the country.

Slovenia
President of the Republic of Slovenia, Dr. Janez Drnovsek, 
the Municipality of Ljubljana and Mayor of Ljubljana, 
Mr. Zoran Jankovic, supported GYSD in Slovenia.

South Africa
In his State of the Nation address, President Thabo Mbe-
ki pledged to increase the number of young volunteers to 
be involved in youth service, and through the Expanded 
Public Works Program. The National Youth Service Unit, 
Umsobomvu Youth Fund, National Youth Commission, 
Provincial Youth Commissions, as well as local and dis-
trict governments all participated in GYSD.

Taiwan
The Taiwanese Ministry of Education and the Council of 
Cultural Affairs.



Tajikistan
Deputy Head of the Local Authority of Firdavsi District, 
Gulomova Bibiosiya, and Murodov Alijon, Executive Sec-
retary of the Firdavsi District Commission on Minors.

Trinidad & Tobago
Support came from the Ministry of Sport and Youth Af-
fairs, the Ministry of Public Utilities, the National Com-
mission for UNESCO and the Environment, the Mayor’s 
Office Port-of-Spain and the Trinidad and Tobago Presi-
dent of the Senate. 

Turkmenistan
U.S. Embassy in Ashgabat Public Affairs Officer.

Uganda
Hajji Ali Motovu, Chairman of Kimanya Local Govern-
ment, Anselm Ssengendo, Chairman of Kasijjagirwa Local 
Government, Laure Bwengye, the Masaka District Com-
munity Development Officer. The Isingiro District Direc-
tor of Health Services, Youth Councilor and Deputy Dis-
trict speaker also provided their support, as well as Masaka 
district community development officer, Lauren Bwengye.

Ukraine
The Minister of Ukraine for Family, Youth and Sports, 
the Chairman of the Kyiv branch of the Ukrainian Dem-
ocratic Party and Maryana Smenyuk, head of the Fam-
ily and Youth Department in Riven. Alexander Petrenko, 
Representative of the State Department Of Forest Re-
sources and A L Bobrovsky, Chief of the Riven Regional 
State Department of Ecology and Natural Resources.

Uruguay
Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Transport and 
Public Works, Montevideo Council.

Venezuela
The Municipalities of Chacao, Libertador and Baruta.
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Panama



Egypt
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Afghanistan
ECA, US State Department under the GCEP Program, 
Relief International - Schools Online, the European Com-
mission under the European Initiative for Democracy and 
Human Rights (EIDHR), and Micro Projects Afghanistan.

Albania
Municipality of Kucove, Save the Children.

Armenia
Peace Corps Armenia.

Azerbaijan
Right To Play Organization.

Bahamas
Kentucky Fried Chicken, Party World.

Bangladesh
US State Department, Mr. Raha Naba Kumar (Director of 
Gandhi Ashram Trust).

Bolivia
Municipalities of Ambio Chaco and Villamontes, and 
Peace Corps Bolivia.

Brazil
UNESCO, Banco do Nordeste do Brasil, Instituto Sabin, 
McCann Erickson, Vector Zero, Voice, Digisound, Ginga 
Filmes, United Nations Volunteers, Rede Globo, SBT, Rede 
TV, TV Senado, TV Camara, TV Cultura, Universidade Po-
tiguar and the International Women’s Club.
 
Bulgaria
Various local authorities.

LOCAL
SPONSORS

Burundi
UNFPA, RACINES, UNESCO, SEP-CNLS.

Cambodia
Phnom Penh Church of Christ, Center of HOPE.

Cameroon
The Gateway Training Centre, Plan International, Catho-
lic Women’s Association, Angel of Hope Foundation, 
Grass Roots Women’s Group, L’IUT de Ngaoundere, 
SYEDE, Traditional Rulers, Soapacam, l’Association des 
Femmes Dynamiques du Kong, Brigitte Kamga, Oscar 
Kound.

Canada
Government of Canada, Canadian Department of Heri-
tage State Farm Foundation, Calgary Youth Foundation.

China
Chengdu EPA, Disney.

Colombia
General Motors Colmotores, Universidad Autónoma de 
Colombia, GYAN Colombia, National Network for the 
Environment, Jóvenes por el Planeta, Corporación Grupo 
Tayrona.

Congo, Republic of
Mayangui Evangelical Medical Center, Marien Ngouabi 
University, Council of the Fight Against AIDS.

Côte d’Ivoire
CANAL+HORIZONS.

XI.

LISTING OF



Dominica
Disney, Petite Savanne Primary School, United Distribu-
tors Limited, Fresh o’ Fresh Bakery, Country Style Bakery, 
Dominica Ministry of Education, EH Charles Hardware.

Dominican Republic
The World Bank, United Nations Volunteers, Tricom Do-
minicana, The Coca-Cola Company.

Ecuador
United Nations, SIGVOL, LAN NOBIS.

Egypt
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Environment, Egyp-
tian Association for Educational Resources, Habi Center 
for Environmental Rights, Wadi Environmental Science 
Center, United Nations Environmental Program, The 
American Center in Alexandria. 

El Salvador
Mayor’s Office, and legal adviser to the Municipal council, 
Phil Finer Refrigeration. 

France 
Envie d’agir, «Tous différents, Tous Égaux», Le Mouv’, BNP 
Paribas, FNAC, Pas de côté, RIF, Le Grand Lyon, Sytral, Re-
spect Magazine, Famusique, CNOUS/CROUS.

Gambia
Aid The Children Network, World View, Gambia Press 
Union and GAMWATER.

Ghana
Mr. Harold Akyeampong of the International Center for 
African Culture & Arts NY, Obaatanpa Kukrudu Nana 
Akosua Baakan of the House of Hope International Min-
istry, Ghana Percussive Arts Society, Rural Friends Enter-
prise - Ghana, All Needs Supermarket Ltd, SPACE VISION 
Sounds International, SPACE FM Sounds Inc., Mr. Joe 
Mullings-Woode, GYAN Ghana, Youth Realities Network.

Guatemala
Inter-American Development Bank, CEMACO, Santa Ele-
na III Health Center, Elgueta Printing, Fotopublicaciones 
Publishing House, Geoplast, Deputy Mayor of the District 
of Guatemala City, Microsoft, and Dr. Jorge Mario Arrea-
ga. National Council on Youth (CONJUVE), the Ministry 
of the Interior through the Office of the Deputy Minister 
for Community Support (VAC), the Ministry of Educa-

tion, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Culture and 
Sports and the Municipality of Guatemala.

Guinea
Embassy of Great Britain.

Guyana 
Giftland OfficeMax, New Era Bookshop, Chinese Embas-
sy, Radiant Touch Indian Beauty Salon.

Honduras
Orlando Internal Medicine, International Church of 
Christ.

Hong Kong
The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust.

Haiti
The Centre Francophone, the LIGHT GROUP and the 
Centre pour l’Encadrement et l’Intégration Economique 
et Social.

Hungary
NOKIA Hungary, local museums, restaurants and traders.

India
Disney, First Garments, Valar Kalvi Thittam, MSSF, Mr. 
Ramasamy, the Department of Forestry, National Bal 
Bhavan, New Delhi Sant Atulanand Residential Academy, 
Varanasi M. L. Dahanukar College, Mumbai PIDT, Lok-
shals, Jagdishpur Anandalaya School, Eyedeal Graphic, 
Rotary Club, Weavers Service Center, FisHerman Fed-
eration, Rotary Club, Women’s Watch NGO, Ammapettai 
Village Council President, Lions Club, Gujarat Forestry 
Department.

Israel
Service for Peace International, Senior Citizens Day Cen-
ter, Foundation for Holocaust Survivors, Chefs for Peace, 
the Jewish Agency, Youth at Risk Division, the Absorption 
Center of Mevasseret.

Kenya
Disney, Kenya Commercial Bank, Population Service In-
ternational, Nyasanda Technical Institute, Top Gear Youth 
Group, Ugunja Community Resource Center, Destiny Af-
rica, Crown Berger, Air Africa Rescue (AAR), the U.S. Em-
bassy in Nairobi, Ministry of Yourth Affairs, CREPP.
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Korea, South
Dongsun1-dong Office.

Macedonia
Disney, Pan El Negotino, Muncipality of Negotino, Goce 
Delchev School.

Moldova
Moldagrotehnica / Moldovan Agrocultural and Technical 
Center, Frizas Group, Rodica Freautanu, Ion Cohaniuc, 
Mayor’s Office of Zberoaia, Zberoaia Community and 
Computer Center, Disney, Metro Cash&Carry Moldova, 
Generation Europe, Balti Municipal Library, MoldTELE-
COM, ‘Certitude’ NGO.

Mongolia
Service for Peace, World Health Organization, Volunteer 
Services Overseas Mongolia, World Vision, International 
Education Foundation, ElectroMon Trading LLC, National 
AIDS Foundation, Global foundation, MonCom Service 
Uvurkhangai Technology University (in-kind), MNB (in-
kind), Storm Studio (in-kind), Metropolitan Police De-
partment.

Nicaragua
La Bastilla Coffee Estates, MAGFOR Forestry, Peace Corps 
International.

Nigeria
Nigerian Ministry of Youth, International Women’s Club, 
University of Port Harcourt, Spectre Newspaper, Earth Day 
Network, Micheal Haruna, Hon. E J Dakas Revd, Jesse Leb-
ish, Mr. Smart Aiyegbusi of Intercontinental Focus Lim-
ited, Mr. Olayinka Oladimeji, Youth Development Interna-
tional, SURAM International, LYDIN Water, LSACA.

Pakistan
Aga Khan Rural Support Programme Gilgit, Aga Khan 
Education Services Pakistan North Office, IUCN Gilgit 
Office, Aga Khan Higher Secondary School, ANF Punjab, 
Punjab Social Services.

Palestine
Tamer Institute, Teacher Creativity Center, AMIDEAST, 
Sharek Youth Center, Al-Najah School, Dar Alshorooq 
Publishers.

Panama
Office of the First Lady - Proyectos Contigo Juventud, Red 
de Parques Recreativos, National Police, Ministry of Health, 

the National System of Civil Protection (SINAPROC), the 
Ministry of Public Works (MOP), the Panamanian Fire-
fighters, Panamanian Tourist Office (IPAT), the National 
Environmental Authority (ANAM), the University of Pan-
ama, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), 
the National Assembly, the Environment Commission, 
Population and Development, IAVE Panama, YES Network 
Panama, the National Network of Youth Employment, 
Friends of the Earth Association, Panamerican Associa-
tion for Conservation, Panama Verde, Fundacion Ciudad 
del Saber, Fundacion Natura, Junta Comunal de Juan Diaz, 
Junta Comunal de Tocumen, San Miguelito Town Hall.

Peru
USAID - ECAP.

Russia
Disney, Moszarybesstroy Company, Gorodisskiy & Part-
ners, Constructive Approach Foundation, Mott Founda-
tion, Russian Volunteers Center.

Saint Lucia
Cable and Wireless (WI) Ltd., Mabouya Valley Environ-
mental Club (MVEC), St. Lucia Agriculture Forum for 
Youth, (SLAFY) St. Lucia Solid Waste Management Au-
thority, St. Lucia Department of Youth and Sports, La Res-
source Combined School. Capital Management Ltd., Cen-
tral Point Ltd.

Samoa
Disney, School Governance Committee.

Saudi Arabia
Mobile Oil Company, Quaker Oats Company, City Plaza, 
Baby Shop Avon and individual donations.

Sierra Leone
WFP Sierra Leone, Save The Children Sierra Leone, 
F.C.M.P.I Sierra Leone and UNDP Sierra Leone, Abala 
Pharmaceuticals Trading Company Ltd., Mr. and Mrs. 
Barry of People Enterprises, Maryland U.S., Council of 
Imams.

Slovenia
Youth Office – Slovenska filantropija, Radio Bakla, Radio 
Student, Radio MARS, Moj Radio, artservis.com, media.
over.net, Imago Marketing, Mercator and the Ministry of 
Defense.



South Africa
Msobomvu Youth Fund and Metro fm, SA fm, KAYA fm, 
Morning Live, SABC News, SABC Africa.

Sri Lanka
M.S.M. Tajideen, Owner of Profile Garments of Ehiliya-
goda, Fr. Dickson Fernando, Mahawila Gardens Residents, 
Rev. Ahungalle Dhammasara Thero, Mr. Gamini Jayas-
ekera, Chathuranga Iron Works, Mrs. S. Rahuman Kahan, 
CCF Sri Lanka, Mrs, Lalitha Srimatheee Ranatunga, Mr. 
Shaminda Ranatunga and Mr, Ananda Dayasena of Day-
asena Constructions.

Tajikistan
Relief International Tajikistan, the Public Health Program 
and the Drug Demand Reduction Program of the Open 
Society Institute, Assistance Foundation of Tajikistan. 

Tanzania
Individual donations and The Pentecost Church.

Thailand
Lactasoy Company, Pakvan Children’s Bookshop, Service 
for Peace International, and WangThong Lang District 
Council.

Trinidad and Tobago
Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs, the Ministry of Public 
Utilities, the National Commission for UNESCO and the 
Environment, the Mayor’s Office Port-of-Spain and the 
Trinidad and Tobago President of the Senate. 

Turkmenistan
US Embassy in Ashgabat, the Turkmen Ministry of Nature 
Protection and the American Councils (ACCELS).

Uganda
Masaka District Community Development Department, 
Masaka District Directorate of Health Services, Maama 
Fina Restaurant, Budda Restaurant.

Ukraine
Disney, Ukrainian Ministry for the Family, Democratic 
Tranformation of Ukraine.
Uruguay
Porto Seguro, Coca-Cola, Cutcsa, Pagnific, Nativa, Chev-
ron-Texaco, Establecimiento Frutícola D. Moizo, Conap-

role, UCM, MA&A (PTI Cerro), INCA, Renner, Nuñez, 
Hagshamá, Fundación Secom, Federación Juvenil Sionista 
(FSJ), Consejo Latinoamericano de Iglesias (CLAI).

Uzbekistan
ECOSAN, UNDP.

Venezuela
Diario El Universal, RCTV, GLOBOVISION, Festejos 
Aldimar, Universidad Central de Venezuela, El Castillo, 
Panaderia El Punto, Iglesia San Jose de Chacao, Caracas 
Martial Band.

Zambia
World Vision, Kansashi Mining PLC.
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Bulgaria



Hong Kong



Please join us for 
Global Youth Service Day 2008!!

GLOBAL YOUTH
SERVICE DAY

April 21-23, 2006

GLOBAL YOUTH
SERVICE DAY
APRIL 25-27, 2008



G l o b a l  Yo u t h  
A c t i o n  N e t w o r k

1101 15th Street, Suite 200
Washington DC, 20005 (USA)

tel: +1-202-296-2992
fax: +1-202-296-4030

info@ysa.org

www.ysa.org

307 West 38th Street, Suite 1805
New York, NY 10018 (USA)
tel: +1-212-661-6111
fax: +1-212-661-1933
gyan@youthlink.org

www.youthlink.org

For more information, please email
info@gysd.net

www.GYSD.org

GLOBAL YOUTH
SERVICE DAY

April 21-23, 2006

GLOBAL YOUTH
SERVICE DAY
APRIL 25-27, 2008


