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Dear YFCI Members, 
Youth for Change International has soared to new heights in the last four months. We have 
taken a stand for issues that matter to today’s youth.  So far, we have 300 youth representing 
54 countries; 26% of the world. As Burt Danet, of partner A Better Community for All, says; 
“YFCI is making its mark.” 
You can still help us out at Youth for Change International by getting your family, friends, co-
workers, churches, local organizations, and anyone to join the Youth Campaign for a Better 
World. Our online discussion forum community still could use more active members, so 
please continue to post your thoughts and views on global issues and YFCI Projects. We also 
encourage you to get YFCI members involved with our Be the Change Awards program recently 
launched after our first issue was published, which recently announced that only YFCI Mem-
bers can participate. Therefore, if you know of any non-YFCI member who would like to 
participate in our award program, encourage them to join us. And that’s not all! YFCI is look-
ing for qualified youth (and non-youth alike) to be interested in volunteering, using the gifts 
that they might have, to become part of this organization’s staff.  
Speaking of volunteering, we are developing many different projects I think you might be 
interested in. How are you volunteering on grassroots level? Our Volunteer Page wants to 
know! Since we celebrated our “Founding Week” in November of 2006, we created a Life in 
My Country series, where youth around the world discuss what life in their country is like. We 
have also started to create an initiative called Be Green, but we are still looking for people with 
interesting ideas to contribute. You see? All these wonderful projects are here for your use, so 
take advantage of them. We have been working to inspire youth for over three years, looking 
to create a better world. As Huda Al Zubaidy, an Ambassador from Oman, says; “YFCI 
makes you believe you’re capable of anything”. That’s why we came together, that’s why 
we’ll continue to make a difference in the world. Once again, thanks to Anu Maheshwari, for 
working on our spectacular 2nd edition of Alpha!, the YFCI member magazine. Kudos to you 
Anu!  
Zach Komes 
Founder & Executive Director,  
Youth For Change International ( YFCI) 

Page 2 Apr i l  2007 

From the Founder’s Desk 

Editor-in-Chief ’s Address  

YFCI “ Making Its Mark” 
Zach Komes  

YFCI makes you believe you’re 
capable of anything”. That’s 
why we came together, that’s 
why we’ll continue to make a 
difference in the world. 

Dear Friends, 
I am really thrilled to bring before you the Summer Edition of YFCI magazine. This issue 
highlights the new projects and activities which YFCI has launched to achieve our aim of 
making this world a better place.  
YFCI represents Youth, the symbol of energy and hope. We are truly proud of our members 
who strive everyday to inculcate everyone around them with values of humanity and a 
healthy attitude to make the urgently required changes to improve this world. 
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We are aware of the strife and conflicts that are plaguing our world today. Hence at YFCI we encourage a healthy discussion 
on such issues to find viable solutions and a healthy attitude to fight prejudices that are paralyzing our communities. We 
believe in one goal for the entire humanity i.e. in the words of the great Narayana Guru “Oru Jati, Oru Matham, Oru Daivam 
Manushyanu (One Caste, One Religion, One God for Human being)” 
This Edition of YFCI  brings fresh reports from our members in Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Nigeria, India, Uganda, Peru, 
Canada, Netherlands, Oman, Philippines, USA and Côte d’Ivoire, which will enlighten our readers with a first hand perspec-
tive on situations in various parts of the world . Thanks to our hardworking staff and dear members for their contribution.  
As promised , here’s an updated list of Ambassadors ; three cheers for all of them for their active participation and contribu-
tion in furthering our common goal. 

YFCI Ambassadors* 

1. India -Anupreet Kaur , Anu Maheshwari 
2. Cameroon – Bilongo Bolo Serge Christian 
3. Nigeria - Ajagbe Samson,Plato Owulezi 
4. USA- Priyanka Tope,  
5. Ghana - Alidu A.Abukari,Yussif Abdulmumin 
6. China – Christina 
7. Ireland-  Andrea McNeill 
8. Indonesia  - Yuniar - Wiena 
9. Philippines - Phil Almerico, Kate Alyzon 
10. Democratic Republic of Congo (Zaire)- Tshiamala 
Mwanza Ado Joel Bayubasire 
11. Nepal - Brabim Kumar Kc , Insan Shrestha - 
12. Mexico- Yolanda Martinez Mtz 
13. Australia - Noor , Jemma - 
14. Zimbabwe – MacDonald 
15. Dominica - Delroy Williams,Claudio Cordero 
16. Pakistan – Ayesha Riaz 
17. South Africa - Johannes Mushi 
18. Afganistan – Shaharzad Akbar 
19. Malaysia – lim Xiangli , Fathi Amar 
20. England - Lee Holman 

21. The Netherlands - Jenny Lonussen 
22. Uganda - Gesa Munabi Mike ,Kayiwa Fred 
23. Egypt - AbdEl Rhman Ahmed Anwar, Hadeer El 
Sayed 
24. Mauritius - Ghurburn Moonishwar 
25. Colombia- L. Yulieth González A. 
26. Bangladesh- Nibir 
27. Rwanda - Cyprien Semushi 
28. Mongolia – Juni 
29. Senegal - Seydina Lo 
30. Oman – Noor Al Zubaidy 
31. Yemen- Malaak Al.Muntaser 
32. Kenya- Francis Gathu Nganga, Kennedy  
Manyonyi 
33. Lebanon- Nader Houella 
34. Syria- Salina 
35. Sierra Leone-  Shed Jah, Ibrahim  
36. Morocco- Zakaria 
37. Côte d'Ivoire- Diomandé  Moussa 
38. Canada- Medha , Nairobian 
39. Peru– Vivtoria Maravi  

 
Here’s wishing all of you an enlightening read, inviting all YFCI members to share their perspectives with the rest of the 
world through this platform. 
Anu Maheshwari ,  
Editor-in-Chief, & Ambassador  
Youth for Change International 

 

 

*The list is not final as the number of members is increasing day by day (which we are happy to note) hence the list will be 
updated in every edition of our quarterly magazine. 
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The decision of intrigues mines 
& fence on the Pak-Afghan bor-
der has been taken with extreme 
trepidation at national & interna-
tional level. But is this reaction 
justified on the part of interna-
tional community? It is no secret 
that Pakistan since its involve-
ment in the affairs of Afghani-
stan has paid a huge price in 
terms of its security, economy, 
law and order and the list goes 
on and on. This diktat of Gen. 
Zia-ul-Haq will be always talked 
about by generations as the ca-
lamity that has and will haunt us 
again and again.  
The schemers of the War against 
Terrorism used Pakistan against 
the Communist Block effec-
tively, created the phenomena 
Taliban, preached Jihad and left 
the mess to our future genera-
tions. At the moment the ques-
tion is why are USA and Euro-
pean states opposing this stand? 
*Is it to ease off the trade route 
for the drug mafia operating in 
Afghanistan? Is it to allow the 
acts of terrorism across the bor-
der and making the condition of 
law and order worse in Pakistan? 
Is it to promote instability in 
Pakistan? I can not point out a 
single sane reason to justify this 
opposition. This propaganda that 
the status of families living in 
that region will be divided, their 
businesses and lives will be at 
stake is not enough as an excuse 
to avoid any permanent solution 
to this problem.  
The need of the hour is to make 
a demarcation between the two 
countries, for in the trumped-up 
story of families and common 
people, causes of smuggling and 
drug trafficking are achieved. 
 
A very immediate out-come of 

this open field has made us 
witness the loss of some of 
the best police officers that 
had ever served in NWFP in 
the incidents that occurred 
in Muharram 2007. Not only 
that but we have had a fol-
low-up of this act of terror-
ism this month is Quetta.  
This brings in another issue 
related to NWFP; since the 
start of this year, we are liv-
ing in a tense environment 
with the indication of a fresh 
wave of terrorist activities in 
Peshawar. In this situation 
what is our sitting provincial 
government concerned 
about: Nothing. Other than 
their predictable news state-
ments they have not even 
bothered to show remorse to 
these disgusting acts against 
humanity.  
As far as opposition is con-
cerned they are so busy in 
changing the name of our 
province. As if it matters to 
the common people, what 
good is it anyway to have 
this name or that name? We 
do not need a tag for recog-
nition. When are our politi-
cians going to get over this 
century old tact? And when 
are we going to start reacting 
like sound-minded people?  
In this situation, the US is 
pressing the Federal govern-
ment to carry out another 
operation in FATA. Despite 
the fact the Pakistani au-
thorities have repeatedly 
clarified their status on the 
issue and have pointed out 
that these activities are di-
rectly linked with the Taliban 
within Afghanistan, the US 
government has not paid 
heed to it. 

There can obviously be only one 
reason, the US government is 
least interested in what Pakistan 
has done in supporting the War 
against Terrorism, the pressures 
Government and military have 
and had faced internally because 
of this alliance, and the over all 
suffering that the people are fac-
ing in the form of terrorism.  
The use and discard policy of US 
government with reference to 
Pakistan has been practiced since 
the Afghan-Russian war era. The 
same status has been witnessed in 
the propaganda drama what we 
call War against Terrorism, where 
Pakistan was projected as the 
frontline ally, but what is the net 
conclusion? We are back to square 
one. 
This situation is humiliating, we as 
a state and nation are standing in 
the middle of no-where. The sup-
port our governments have ex-
tended to the US over the years 
for their policies as a gesture of 
good will, as an ally (I doubt if 
Pakistan had ever been considered 
as ally in true sense) Pakistan has 
only been used for their vested 
interests and we let them do it 
again and again.  
It does not stop here, Pakistan 
provided the route to the allied 
forces in Afghanistan, now US 
has an eye on Iran, and our gov-
ernment is once again standing in 
the same position. But circum-
stance are different, Iran is not 
Afghanistan or Iraq. If the US in 
order to safeguard its supreme 
interests attacks Iran, what are the 
guarantees that Pakistan will not 
be in the line of fire? Israel to take 
active part in the said war is taken 
into consideration .    

Contd.. 
 

In the Middle of  No-Where 

The schemers of the War 
against Terrorism used 
Pakistan against the 
C o m m u n i s t  B l o c k 
effectively, created the 
phenomena Ta l iban , 
preached Jihad and left the 
mess to our future 
generations. At the 
moment the question is 
why are USA and European 
states opposing this 
stand? *Is it to ease off 
the trade route for the 
drug mafia operating in 
Afghanistan? 
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Peanuts—Charles Shultz 

Bush ,Karzai, Musharraf meet ,27 
September 2006  
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“What is the greatest threat to the planet?”  

Greatest threat to our Planet?- 
Poverty, WMDs, religious funda-
mentalist, terrorism ….. 

This speculation may take the 
form of possibility and even 
come close to affirmation if 
the supposition of  
When is it going to be enough 
for us, is it not the right time 
to start taking our country 
seriously and to safeguard our 
interests?  

Is what is happening around 
not enough to make us realize 
that we are heading toward a 
catastrophe? 
 
References: 

• Drug lords in Afghani-
stan, The News, Courtesy The 

Pioneer 

• The Khyber Impasse, 
Tariq Ali. Counterpunch.org 
By  
Ayesha Riaz 
YFCI Ambassador of Pakistan,  
 

each other and maybe civil 
wars can be created because of 
terrorism!” The scourge of 
terrorism is an ugly blot on the 
face of mankind. Till date, 
millions of innocent civilians 
have been butchered and 
property worth millions of 
dollars destroyed because of 
inhuman terrorist attacks in 
different parts of the world. 
Summing up all the problems 
as a chain effect, Jenny from 
The Netherlands says, “I think 
we should focus on all prob-
lems & issues because all of 
them are a huge threat to the 
world & the planet and I think 
that without peace it's not 
possible to really eradicate 
poverty; it will only increase... 
The more wars, the more 
there will be poverty...The less 
there will be education (and 
with that, a decreased possibil-
ity of a proper chance for the 
future) and there will be more 
spreading of diseases like 
HIV/AIDS. So it's a chain 
effect really...” 
Another important but serious 
issue was brought up by Anu-
preet from India, who says, 
“Religious fundamentalism is a 
serious threat to world peace, 
unity and integrity. It is the 
root cause of these terrorist 
and communal acts and was a 
cause of several violent wars in 
the past.” Elaborating the seri-

ous repercussions of religious 
fundamentalism, she says, 
“Religious fundamentalism 
causes terrorism and wars. 
When there'll be terrorism and 
wars there's bound to be a lot 
of destruction, loss of lives, 
spread of diseases, environ-
mental damage and of course, 
proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction (WMDs). 
And since, most staunch fun-
damentalists have an aversion 
to modernity and change. 
Hence, they may resist to 
adopt and implement popula-
tion control measures and if 
they feel that “it’s against their 
morals”, then they may not 
allow any information about 
STDs (like HIV/AIDS) to be 
made available to public. This 
menace initiates a chain of 
other disasters and does no 
good to anyone. It has to be 
dealt and done away with if we 
are to live in peace.”  
In the same vein, Noor from 
Oman says, “I must agree that 
religious fundamentalism is a 
very important issue and has 
to be dealt with right away; we 
need to do something against 
it because it only gives a bad 
image to the religion!” We 
believe that the concept of 
fundamentalism is against re-
ligion itself and leaves no 
room for brotherhood and 
love . It fragments the fabric 

This is the question we asked 
every one here at Youth For 
Change International, that with 
so many issues and problems 
surrounding us at all levels – be 
it local, national or international 
level, what exactly constitutes 
the greatest threat to our planet? 
Zach from USA, said, “Well for 
me, it’s tied between Poverty, 
HIV-AIDS, and War. I think 
poverty and AIDS are a huge 
threat on the international level 
because every 3 seconds, some-
one dies of either AIDS or Pov-
erty. War is horrid because it 
leads to even more selfishness 
and more violence in the future. 
We are always trying to get back 
at our enemies!” It is true that 
poverty & war are and have 
been some of the biggest prob-
lems of our world since time 
immemorial. Whereas HIV/
AIDS has killed more than 25 
million people since it was first 
recognized, being one of the 
most destructive epidemics ever 
recorded in history. But these 
are not the only threats we face. 
Noor from Oman, says, “For 
me, I can't really say what the 
greatest threat is, because all the 
problems facing us today, are 
really important and threaten-
ing! But I can say that terrorism 
can really do some damage in 
life - more than it has already 
done! Humans can really be 
separated and can fight against 

“I think poverty and 
AIDS are a huge threat 
on the international 
level because every 3 
seconds, someone dies 
of either AIDS or 
Poverty” Zach Komes 
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Target ’ by  Sunder Raj  
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of the society and is a serious 
threat to humanity. 
Medha from Canada says, 
“Global Warming is a pretty 
alarming issue, and it affects 
the planet and will eventually 
affect the mankind because we 
live on the earth. However, to 
me the biggest threat in the 
world is politics. I mean, it’s 
just that one (or a couple of) 
person(s) controls the lives of 
so many people, and does not 
tackle every issue the way the 
citizens of the country want it 
to be tackled. The govern-
ments only use methods that 
will please the majority, 
thereby assuring them another 
term in office. They could be 
making choices about the envi-
ronment by shutting down 
major pollutant companies, 
facilitate more researches for 
viruses, etc., refuse to support 
countries that have nuclear 
power, etc. This will help the 
entire world. Instead, they 
choose to do stupid things like 
spend their surplus money by 
giving it to citizens, and try to 
open up debates that have long 
faded. We need to choose lead-
ers who will do stuff for the 
world, not just our country.” 
Truly, the governments can do 
a lot many constructive things, 
but sadly they tend to go cor-
rupt and misuse their powers. 
We humans are ourselves re-

sponsible for inviting or rather 
creating all the problems that 
threaten our planet and our 
world. 
Hekatea from Philippines, very 
aptly says, “For me, the great-
est threat is greed - greed for 
power and wealth. Greed 
causes poverty. Greed causes 
destruction of the environ-
ment. Greed causes violence. 
Why do you think some gov-
ernments invest in nuclear 
power? Why do you think 
there's global warming? A lot 
of people become too self-
centered, too selfish. They 
don't want to share. They want 
to remain on top even at the 
expense of others.” How true! 
It is man’s greed and his lust 
for power, which is the under-
lying cause of corruption, inac-
tion, violence and indiscrimi-
nate exploitation of natural & 
human resources. 
Huda from Oman also pitched 
in saying, “For me, I think I 
really can't choose the greatest 
threat on earth because the 
problems are all there and they 
all affect us, so I hope they'll 
just vanish from earth!! I know 
it seems really easy putting it 
that way, but it’s not easy as 
you all know. So let’s pray 
every bad thing on earth will 
no more be there!!!” Indeed, 
the web of problems and issues 
threatening our planet is so 

complex that sometimes, one is 
left with no other choice but to 
just pray and hope that things 
will get better someday. 
From the whole discussion, we 
concluded that our planet is 
threatened by a complex series 
of problems which combine to 
produce a chain effect – with 
one problem leading to a host 
of other problems. Therefore 
the task of tackling all the 
problems plaguing our planet 
today, demands intense com-
mitment, marshalling of re-
sources and selfless service. 
As we view the world, the chal-
lenges before us are inter-
spersed with opportunities. It 
is up to us to shape the future. 
We can no longer be mute 
spectators and helpless victims 
of the problems threatening 
our planet. We are and must 
grow as confident participants 
in a global process of fashion-
ing a new world; free from any 
kind of threats. Let us strive 
together to realize this vision 
and save our planet; for it is 
the only one we have. 
 
by Anupreet Kaur  

YFCI Ambassador of India,  
Chairperson of the Judges, 
Committee of  BTC Awards 

tion) and have worked on their 
“Save children from the Beggar 
Mafia” Campaign as a Project 
Coordinator.  
Some of my noteworthy con-
tributions/achievements are: 
 
In 2006, I won the “Youth 

Honor Award” for my 
essay “Diversity and Toler-

“I am Anupreet, from the state 
of Punjab, India. Currently, I 
am in the final year of high 
school and I plan to study Law 
in the future. I am honored to 
be a part of Youth For Change 
International as a Staff Mem-
ber and Ambassador.  
I am also a part of Aspire2In-
spire! International (which is 
also a YFCI partner organiza-

ance: First Steps Toward A 
Brighter Future”, in the 
2006 Youth Honor Award 
Program conducted by 
Skipping Stones, which is an 
international, multicultural 
& ecological magazine 
based in the US. 

This essay was also reprinted 
on the website of Mix It 
Up (which is a project of  

Featured Ambassador—Anupreet Kaur, India 

It is up to us to shape the 
future. We can no longer 

be mute spectators and 
helpless victims of the 

problems threatening our 
planet. We are and must 

grow as confident 
participants in a global 
process of fashioning a 

new world; free from any 
kind of threats. 
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Nigeria on the Move 

India . Image Source ( CNN) 

       Teaching Tolerance pro-
gram, USA) and also on 
the “Member Opinions 
Tour” page of the YFCI 
Website.  

Youthink!, the World Bank’s 
youth website and UNI-
CEF Voices Of Youth 
discussion forums. 

I am a Student Reviewer for the 
Skipping Stones magazine. 

A regular contributor to the 
“Get Involved” section 
and the discussion forums . 

Reviewed the first draft of the 
child-friendly version of 
the “United Nations 
Guidelines On Justice In 
Matters Involving Child 
Victims and Witnesses of 
Crime” for UNICEF 
wherein young people were 
called to submit their sug-
gestions and recommenda-

tions on how to make 
the guidelines more ac-
cessible & understand-
able to children. 

Submitted my suggestions 
and recommendations to 
UNICEF Voices Of 
Youth on what could be 
done to stop discrimina-
tion and violence against 
girls, based on the youth 
version of the “Report 
on The Expert Group 
Meeting on the Elimina-
tion of All Forms of 
Discrimination and Vio-
lence Against the Girl 
Child”. 

My article “Gender Discrimina-
tion in India: A Report” 
was carried as the 
“Featured Article” in the 
first issue of the YFCI 
Member Magazine. 

I enjoy reading, writing, surf-

ing the net, debating and listen-
ing to old Hindi film music. I 
aim to work at both national & 
international level for the rights 
& welfare of children, youth, 
women and senior citizens. I 
would also work to promote 
education for all, especially for 
people living in the rural and 
semi-urban areas in my country. 
I believe that if we all shed our 
prejudices and join hands to 
work together in a spirit of mu-
tual cooperation, we can defi-
nitely succeed in bringing about 
positive changes in the world. 
As they say, “Change begins 
from inside out”, therefore one 
should commit oneself to con-
stant improvement and be a 
role model for others. If you 
want to change the world; begin 
with yourself first.” 

wonderfully to make the ur-
gent differences, I have seen a 
lot of contributions and their 
positive motives both in politi-
cal and in some social net-
works which are working to-
wards removing poverty, fight-
ing HIV, making jobs provi-
sion and promoting education. 
 
I can see Nigeria promoting 
co-operation and development 
within and even to our 
neighbouring countries as it's 
the main objective of 
ECOWAS along with other 
aims such as abolition of trade 
restrictions and establishment 
of common tariff. Harmoniz-
ing of agricultural, economic 
and industrial polices etc.  
 
My weakness has be com-
pounded by the political insta-
bility, unemployment, lack of 
enough infrastructure, inade-

quacy of resources and the 
fear of domination and un-
equal development. But recent 
news that President 
Obasanjo has welcomed digital 
leaders is a welcome sign of 
change. Nigeria is working 
seriously to take the lead in 
Africa’s largest e-payment 
market within five coming 
years.  
 
Personally, I have been voicing 
my ideas in many social net-
work and I'm working towards 
becoming a Development 
Instructor which will help me 
develop myself and my world 
by creating a vivid difference 
now and in future. 
 
Plato Owulezi  
YFCI Ambassador of Nigeria 

I believe that Nigerians will 
soon have to make an urgent 
"U" turn to face reality, the 
new direction. 
Every Nigerian must have 
many reasons for supporting 
and relying on fruitful election 
this coming next April, which 
we hope will start a new era 
for the people of Nigeria. 
 
I have the joined the move-
ment of Youth for Change 
International because I'm con-
vinced that this is a new youth 
force that has come to stay 
and will play a very vital role 
to implement the necessary 
changes our entire world 
needs. I see this movement as 
a medium through I will create 
an incredible impact in the 
development and welfare of 
my country.  
Without been told, my fellow 
Nigerian youths are doing 

Every Nigerian must have many 
reasons for supporting and relying 
on fruitful election this coming 
next April, which we hope will 
start a new era for the people of 
Nigeria. 

Page 7  Apr i l  2007 

Nigeria is working seriously 
to take the lead in Africa’s 
largest e-payment market 
within five coming years.  
 



8 

“Making change where and when it counts” 

A Whisper 

He prayed his whole night 

that the situation would be right 

Home isn't one anymore 

with no reason to live for 

He is only a child 

but with an adult's mind 

He no longer has a desire to have hope 

because hope was giving him no help 

He was about to give up 

but a whisper reached him 

and gave him something to try for 

that whisper was from a few 

who wanted to make a difference  

but because it was a whisper  

he couldn't live his whole life for it 

he needed more 

he needed a scream of help 

but no scream came 

and the whisper became lower 

now we have the whisper of help 

it's your call to make it a scream 

or to keep it a whisper 

try and get involved 

you won't regret 

to end this threat 

try and make a difference 

and have faith always… 

 

Huda AlZubaidy 

 

To Pakistan, with Love 

Sun, moon and the stars at night we stare  

are there for all of us to share. 

Why draw boundaries on this planet? 

And build up walls between our hearts. 

If anyone suffers from a bruise 

no matter where he is from 

we should feel the pain of their wounds, 

and our eyes should reflect their tears 

Life is beautiful,  

and so is this world. 

Why to make it ugly,  

increasing the distance between our hearts. 

Friendship cements with difficulty,  

but a mere second can destroy it. 

Love is cure for every pain 

it’s the promise of peace. 

 

Abhijit Jayanthi, 

The Creative Spirit  
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Castles in the sand… 
 
I look at the streams of tears 
That runs down her cheeks 
Tiny hands that were meant to build castles in the 
sand, 
now wiping tears …. 
 
The sandy beaches, 
A place for family gathering, 
Turned into a burning pyre, 
Crashing her world apart … 
 
Endless fighting, 
Endless waiting, 
How many more hands to wipe the tears? 
How many more to sacrifice their childhood? 
How many more to be denied love? 

Before we stem this tide of hatred. 
 
Endless questions, 
The deep void in her eyes refuses to fill itself 
with diplomatic excuses and 
debates on contexts and pretexts. 
No words, 
No loud protests cheer her up. 
 
She stands with millions, yet alone 
With her own story of pain 
A story that has no voice… 
A story that is in her eyes, 
The eyes that saw it all… 
When she was making castles in the sand! 
 
Anu Maheshwari 

 

Love… 

Your Vitreous Eyes … 
neither Sovereign …nor pale… 
hiding your innocent flush, 
behind a cloud of sweet ignorance. 
Why people who wish to conceal their heart, 
forget not to reveal their eyes? 
 
Love… 
Even a languid glance of contest, 
shall leave my heart less troubled. 
For it will give a final caress, 
to my dreams on the sand 

taken away by a powerful billow, 
and I stand… a feeble fellow. 
 
Love… 
Take off the sheath, 
Rekindle the hope of my dying  presentiment. 
Or is it my fallacy? 
For it was your never born thought… 
 
Abhijit Jayanthi 

“Every Person has the right to express their opinion” 
YFCI “ Every Person has a Right” movement 
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ABOUT THEMSELVES & THEIR LIVES: 

"Well, let me see! What do I hope for me and my life? To know more about 

myself and my abilities! And I hope to know more about how life works 

even if its just a little bit!" 

- Huda, from Oman 

"I really hope I continue to do good in school, but mainly continue to have 

a good life and continue making a difference." 

- Zach, from USA 

"I want to continue my childhood dream which is to become an Interna-

tional Lawyer. I also hope I can work with an international NGO where I 

could serve, write and travel at the same time." 

- Hekatea, from Philippines 

"Well, I would like to keep my studies and my personal life, going well! 

Just keep everything on the right track!" 

- Noor, from Oman 

"To be more organized and manage my time effectively. I'd like to be more 

focused and set my priorities right. Stop worrying and have more faith in 

myself and my abilities. To try to think positively and hope for the best." 

- Anupreet, from India 

"To learn more and get involved in issues that will help positive the earth 

for me to live my life cool at this west end."  - Plato, Nigeria  

Our Hopes for the New Year…. 

YFCI Member Blog 

“ I want to continue my 
childhood dream which is to 

become an International 
Lawyer . I also hope I can 

work with an International 
NGO where I could serve, 

write and travel at the same 
time” 

Hekatea, from Philippines 
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Time rolls by. Day passes out giving room to light. Seasons follow each other perfectly. Similarly, 

the previous year passes out to make way for the New Year to usher in.Yes!2006 has passed and 

now we're in 2007, a brand new year! 

New year brings new hopes, new aspirations and fresh vision. Here at YFCI, we asked everyone 

what were their hopes, aspirations, concerns or wishes for the New Year. And here's what some 

of our members had to say... 

Our  hopes for the New 
Year ! 
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"Well I hope I'll pass this year of school, that I can make more of a differ-

ence to the world. I'd really to go to Los Angeles but I don't think that'll be 

anything soon, I'd really like to meet Alyssa and Oprah but that's not going 

to happen anytime soon either would be nice if it could though." 

- Jenny, from Netherlands 

"Learn more...Understand more...Do more..." 

-Nairobian, from Canada 

ABOUT THEIR COUNTRY OR COMMUNITY: 

"I hope everyone lives in peace! And for my country, I wish for the best 

and get rid of the terrorists!" 

- Huda, from Oman 

"To get out of Iraq, Afghanistan. To end poverty in every country. To stop 

the war in Washington (politically that is)." 

- Zach, from USA 

"I wish people in my country are more compassionate and patriotic. I wish 

there will be less corruption, envy and greed especially in the government 

(technically speaking). Also, I wish the youth will participate in changing 

the community to be a better place to live in." 

Hekatea, from Philippines 

"Just to keep everything going peacefully!" 

-Noor, from Oman 

"I hope the people stop fighting over the issues of caste and religion. 

Equality and harmony be promoted. Justice is made equally available to 

both rich and the poor. And the youth should be more actively involved to 

work for the betterment of their communities and the country. Its time we 

stopped blaming the government and take initiative ourselves. Everyone 

should try to make a difference on their own level in whatever way they 

can.” 

- Anupreet, from India 

Youth For Change International– 
Global Approach  

“I hope everyone lives 
in peace ! And for my 
country , I wish for the 
best and to get rid of 
the terrorists” 

Huda, from Oman 

 Apr i l  2007 
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"To see that every child in my community has free access to education, medical treatments and is 

able to eat at least two meals a day." 

- Plato, from Nigeria 

"I hope that we get new elections and that the government we get, will finally start caring about the 

people instead of the money. And that the growing poverty in my country will stop. And that the 

economy will start to work for everyone and not just the rich people. I hope we'll stay safe from ter-

rorist attacks. And one more thing, we have had a lot of murders in the past year, especially among 

children so I hope that'll stop as well." 

- Jenny, from Netherlands 

"I hope Canada stops charging so much for immigration because its really not fair. I hope the gov-

ernment shuffle does some good for the country. I hope people from my (ethnic) community are 

able to fit in properly and succeed here and fulfill all their dreams. I hope Kenya stays out of the 

Ethiopia/Somalia war, and smoke out all the corruption that plagues the amazing country.. And I 

also hope elections there go well..." 

- nairobian, from Canada 

ABOUT THE WORLD AND THIS PLANET IN GENERAL: 

"Well I just hope that some big people with powers know the problems of the world and do some-

thing to stop them! As simple as that is!" 

- Huda, from Oman 

"For the youth of the world to continue to show enthusiasm in making the world a better place..." 

- Zach, from USA 

"No more war. Fewer atrocities. Be more open to differences of beliefs and practices." 

- Hekatea, from Philippines 

"Hopefully we will be able to solve environmental issues and try and erase poverty! And make 

peace happen." 

- Noor, from Oman 

"The countries should stop meddling in the affairs or matters of other countries. The possibilities of 

war and conflict should be avoided. Please live and let live! Please stop destroying the very planet 

that sustains us." 

- Anupreet, from India 

"I'm praying for cool understanding of one another, by stop fighting with each other. Secondly, to 

make sure that water is available to the world inhabitants." 

- Plato, from Nigeria 
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"I hope we get to find something to stop the global warming, since it's already becoming a prob-

lem and it's rising fast. I hope we'll have less wars and attacks. I hope we'll get a good break-

through on poverty and diseases like HIV/AIDS.I hope that no more people have to fear for their 

lives because of wars and fights and that no more children and innocent people will have to die 

because of this. And I hope we'll be spared from disasters like Katrina or the Tsunami." 

- Jenny, from Netherlands 

"I hope more effort is put into saving our environment because that should be our No. 1 concern 

now since its affecting all of us..." 

- nairobian, from Canada 

All of us here, not only hope for personal growth and fulfillment, but are also concerned about 

the world and the problems that are plaguing it. We hope our dreams are fulfilled and our world 

changes for the better, not only for this year, but for all the years to come! 

Hoping for the best...here's wishing all of you a very Happy and Prosperous New Year - 2007! 

Winner of   YFCI logo contest—Our ambassador from Malaysia, Fathi 

Amar .His logo A4 won the contest, he received 10 karmas and a certificate 

from YFCI.  
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Côte d’Ivoire has begun 2007 with a spark of 
hope. Indeed, with the New Year, people wish 
for only peace and reconciliation. 
 
We want to succeed with the challenge of achiev-
ing peace. Recently  peace building campaigns 
have been gaining momentum  everywhere. 
Lately , the President GBAGBO has proposed a 
direct dialogue with the former rebels of SORO 
GUILLAUME in order to resolve the crisis. 
 
On the other hand, NGOs are sensitizing people 
in order to make the future better after the crisis. 
The Ministry of reconciliation is on a mission 
which aims for the reunion of people who fought 
because of land. 

The famous ones like artists, actors, singers have 
been producing work on peace and reconcilia-
tion.  
They don’t hesitate to go to the areas under con-
trol of the rebels in order to break the distrust 
and create a platform for healthy dialogue. It’s 
the beginning of a peaceful future. 
People of Côte d’Ivoire are tired of this crisis so 
that they only want peace. Each one is making 
his/her best to restore peace and hope. 
As we can see, Côte d’Ivoire is on the peace 
road. 
So let GOD bless us! 
 
Diomandé Moussa 

YFCI Ambassador from Côte d’Ivoire 

 New Dawn in Côte d’Ivoire 

Peruvian Government and Education 

Lima, Perú. Villa del Salvador district. 

Ivory Coast . Image Source; 
CNN 

Only if you try very hard 
you can go to university. 

However, focusing on 
other cities besides Lima, 
the Peruvian capital city, 
not many students try to. 

Why 
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APRA. Alianza Popular 
Revolucionaria Americana. 
Political Party founded in 
México by Victor Raúl Haya de 
la Torre. Its goal: completely 
oppose North Americans. 
 
Violent movements, discon-
tent, speeches supporting in-
dustrialisation and no exchange 
with capitalist powers hit Peru 
like a power ball. Finally, in 
1985, enlightenment reaches 
via elections and Alan García, 
APRA’s candidate, becomes 
president. “The start of Peru-
vian progress”, you would say 
“It was the end of ideological 
conflicts”. 
But what happened? 
García’s presidency is consid-
ered to be the worst five years 
Perú’s Republican history’s 
ever had. There was a two 
hour queue for bread, another 
hour one for rice and a three 
hour one for milk! After his 
dismissal, Perú overcame a 
massive HYPER-inflation!  
 
I thanked my mother to give 
birth to me a year after that 
occurred. 
And now, again, Alan García is 
the Peruvian president, and he 
says he “will not make the 
same errors as in his past”. 
Should we believe him? Well, 
we have to: we chose him be-
cause he was the ‘lesser evil’ 
amongst the two possible 
presidents: him and Ollanta 
Humala, a nationalist who be-
lieves that Capital Punishment 
to gay people and terrorists 
should be legalised. 

It is too much ‘politics’, I must 
say. But here is the true story: 
 
I belong to the 3% of Peruvian 
‘rich’ people and my monthly 
family income is of $1500, 
much less than in other coun-
tries. Many Peruvians live on 
less than one dollar a day. Ok, 
not a dollar, a quarter of a dol-
lar. The minimum wage in 
Perú (if you work, of course) is 
about $120.  
Only some poor people fre-
quent the places us, ‘rich’ peo-
ple, go to. We, the ‘rich’, go to 
specific malls in specific places, 
because the other ones; ugh! 
Plagued with middle class, low 
class people. I mean, we can 
go, but we will probably think 
they are weird. And we’d end 
up robbed. 
 
The education system is in 
continuous change every 5 
years. Private schools, like 
mine, are not affected. But 
national schools… The educa-
tion there is definitely not the 
same as in private ones.  
Only if you try very hard you 
can go to university. However, 
focusing on other cities besides 
Lima, the Peruvian capital city, 
not many students try to. Why? 
Because in some rural areas, 
their parents prefer that they 
work on the fields instead of 
attending school. Their chil-
dren do not expect much more 
than inherit that piece of land. 
And I know, because my 
grandfather was a rural teacher 
and he had many problems 
with that. 

Not many people care. I have 
found several Websites that 
have opportunities of volun-
teering in Peru, of helping Pe-
ruvian children to succeed in 
life. But no progress or help 
comes from inside.  
Sure, there are many Peruvian 
people going on Saturdays to 
play for a while with kids in 
orphanages, but that is about 
it. Even though the law says 
primary and secondary educa-
tion is compulsory, many do 
not take advantage of what 
they receive.  
There are no campaigns against 
poverty or supporting a better 
education for all. We just sit in 
our houses, lazily, and watch 
some TV.  
A few of us even comment: 
“There is so much hunger and 
misery in our country…” But 
we don’t do anything at all! 
Nothing! We just gaze at the 
reality and sigh! 
I type these words, a bit angry 
with myself and with my coun-
try, but then stop to think. 
“Well, we ain’t that bad, really. 
At least there are no wars. “ 
 
Imagine the hell that would be! 
 
Victoria Maraví 

YFCI Ambassador from 
Peru 

Because in some rural 
areas, their parents prefer 
that they work on the 
fields instead of attending 
school. Their children do 
not expect much more than 
inherit that piece of land. 
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Peru . Image Source; CNN  

"I object to violence because when it appears to do good, the good is only tempo-
rary; the evil it does is permanent."  
-- Mohandas K. Gandhi 
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Uganda is a multi-cultural re-
public state once colonized by 
the British. It gained independ-
ence in 1962. 
65% of the population in the 
Ugandan community is youth, 
who form the target group, can 
be classified as the poorest in 
all the spheres of their lives 
among the poor. These youth 
are vulnerable to increasing 
poverty as a result of shocks or 
long-term trends and who have 
the greatest difficult in moving 
out of poverty.  
These youth can be identified 
by the following indicators:  
 
- Youth-head households and 
their families, primarily those 
with few 
assets and with several children 
are vulnerable due to the exist-
ing 
poverty, lack of social status 
and cultural practices. 
- Many of them are school 
dropouts due to lack of school 
fee and parental death. 
- Gifted and talented especially 
in the sports field, but there is 
lack  of sports development 
programmes especially general 
facilitation. 
- Youth are suffering due to 
lack of opportunities for finan-
cial 
gain and consequently social 
well being. They complain of 
having no 
life-skills, no productive assets, 
limited income-generation 
opportunities. 

The HIV-Aids epidemic posses 
a tremendous threat to 

Uganda's social and economic 
development. As a result of the 
number of deaths, especially 
among the most productive 
sector of the community popu-
lation i.e. youth, there is likeli-
hood of decreased production/
output across the various sec-
tion of the economy, thus re-
tarding that little economic and 
social development that would 
have resulted. The role of 
young people in Uganda's suc-
cessful effort to fight HIV/
Aids is well known. Character-
ized by behavior change 
among youth, including a delay 
of sexual debut, increase in 
condom use and reduction in 
number of partners, HIV 
prevalence has fallen by more 
than half since the early 
1990s.However despite pro-
gress in preventing HIV/Aids 
and improving youth repro-
ductive health, 9 million young 
people age's 10-24 face enor-
mous challenges. Young peo-
ple account almost half of the 
new infections and the virus 
infects more than twice as 
many girlsas young men. Rates 
of teen pregnancy are also 
high. 
Thirty-one percent of adoles-
cents aged 15-19 are already 
mothers or pregnant with their 
first child. In addition, society 
expects Ugandan girls to marry 
at early young ages. Although 
primary school enrollment 
rates have improved in recent 
years under the introduction of 
Universal Primary Education 
(UPE), rates of 
secondary school enrollment 
for both boys and girls remain 
at 20%.. 

Uganda's economy has im-
proved in the recent years, but 
meaning full employment op-
portunities remain out of reach 
for majority of young people, 
many of who live in rural areas. 
Poverty levels are high and 
many young people who work 
are exploited. Political violence 
has been high recently in 
Northern Uganda, exposing 
young people to rape, abor-
tions, family separations and 
even death. Their refugee 
status limits their access to 
services and add to their exist-
ing reproductive health prob-
lems. 
The solution is therefore to 
connect with youth through 
various streams of their culture 
as youth of Uganda today face 
many challenging issues. With 
hopelessness, poverty, diseases, 
lack of social status, ignorance, 
un-employment, lack of sports 
development programmes, 
self-inflicted harm and suicide 
on the rise with youth of 
Uganda today, there is greater 
need to create change and 
bring about hope to this gen-
eration. 

We have learned that accep-
tance is what the youth of to-
day desire. Young people will 
not let you influence them 
unless you demonstrate a real 
desire and commitment to 
them. There fore, if we want to 
bring 
about change in this vulnerable 
generation, we must connect 
with them on a relationship-
based level. 

Mike Munabi 

Awareness Director, YFCI  

Uganda : Featured Country Profile  

Thirty-one percent of 
adolescents aged 15-19 
are already mothers or 

pregnant with their first 
child. In addition, 

society expects Ugandan 
girls to marry at early 
young ages. Although 

primary school 
enrollment rates have 

improved in recent 
years under the 

introduction of Universal 
Primary Education 

(UPE), rates of 
secondary school 

enrollment for both boys 
and girls remain at 

20%.  
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Mike Munabi  
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Latest Buzz at the YFCI ! 
Dear Members, 
I would like to tell you about 
the latest updates on YFCI. We 
have some new projects which 
we are trying to get them go-
ing.Here are some of our new 
projects and ways that you can 
help: 
- Be The Change Awards: 
This competition is a call to be 
creative, and at the same time 
show how much you care 
about creating a difference. 
You can check more about it 
in here:  
http://www.freewebs.com/
youthforchange/
bethechangeawards.htm 

I'd like to encourage each and 
every one to participate  
 
-Global Warming: 
We are trying to spread the 
word about it through this 
project, we are asking you to 
pitch in your ideas on how we 
can do so. How can we spread 
awareness and get people's 
attention to this big issue that 
is threatening all of us. Here's 
the right place to share your 
thoughts with us:  
http://
www.youthforchange.proboard
s67.com/index.cgi?
board=theearth&action=displa
y&thread=1174444501&page=
2 
-Discussion Forum 
Our message board is now 
filled with new posts and inter-
esting discussions... So our 
own member  Huda* sug-
gested that we have a 'Thread 
of the month'. Hence, we 
started 'The Thread of The 
Month' and each month we'll 
be choosing the thread which 

deserves to win. So we are 
encouraging you to start your 
own threads, who knows? 
Maybe one of them will be 
crowned as the thread of the 
month. Also the most active 
member on the winning thread 
will receive board karmas. You 
can also vote for the thread 
you think deserves to win. You 
can also see other interesting 
threads such as Life in Your 
Country. . We are also trying to 
find ways to end discrimina-
tion, talking about how celebri-
ties affect young people, cele-
brating our members' birth-
days, and much more. So what 
are you waiting for? The YFCI 
board is waiting. 
-YFCI Magazine; Alpha! 
There's a new website for our 
magazine that you can check 
here; 
http://
www.yfcimag.webs.com/ 
You can submit your articles to 
our editor 'Anu' at this ad-
dress:yfci_editor@yahoo.com. 
-Promotion Video 
We are trying to create our 
own promotional video and 
now we are trying to choose 
which song should be the 
theme song for the video. The 
song should be about making a 
difference. You can visit this 
thread:  
http://
www.youthforchange.proboard
s67.com/index.cgi?
board=youask&action=display
&thread=1178160024 
And tell us which one -
according to you- should be 
the theme song. We want to be 
working together! 
-The YFCI Blog 
Also we have created our own 

Blog at blogger. From time to 
time we post there what is new 
with YFCI. You can check it 
out at: 
http://yfci.blogspot.com/ 
-The YFCI music café & The 
YFCI Book Club: 
Our own members started two 
clubs because YFCI is not only 
about world issues, you can 
have fun along the way. You 
can tell us about your favorite 
music, and tell us what you are 
reading. The music café has 
now some album reviews, if 
you have an album that you 
would like to share with us 
then please do so here: 
http://
www.youthforchange.proboard
s67.com/index.cgi?
board=hangout&action=displa
y&thread=1174924423  
Write us a review on the books 
that you would like us to read. 
Do so here:  
http://
www.youthforchange.proboard
s67.com/index.cgi?
board=hangout&action=displa
y&thread=1171039439 
Lastly I would like to encour-
age you to help us out in bring-
ing change into this world. 
Create threads, submit to 
BTCA, write for our magazine, 
read threads, post your 
thoughts on issues, and most 
importantly HAVE FUN along 
the way. Thank you for all of 
your work and we are looking 
forward to see more of all of 
you on our boards.  
 
Noor Al Zubaidy 
Member Services Coordinator, 
YFCI Ambassador from 
Oman, 

Promotion Video 

We are trying to create our 
own promotional video and 
now we are trying to choose 
which song should be the 
theme song for the video. 
The song should be about 
making a difference. You 
can visit this thread:  
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Noor Al Zubaidy, YFCI 
Member Services Coordina-
tor. 
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We dream of stepping into the new 
world 

That we conceived … 
While making castles in the sand with 

our tiny hands. 
It only takes you and me to make the 

change 
Step in where it counts and when it 

counts … 
Join YFCI today! 

Alpha Magazine Online ; http://
www.yfcimag.webs.com/ 
Editor-in-Chief ; yfci_editor@yahoo.com 

Website ; www.yfci.co.nr 
Online Forum; www.yfciforum.co.nr 

offline projects that can 
get you to take action. 
Our ambassador pro-
gram gets youth to un-
derstand what it is like 
in other countries. We 
connect youth to the 
issues by getting youth 
to talk about the things 
t h a t  m a t t e r  t o 
them. Our quarterly 
Magazine is TO YOUTH, 
BY YOUTH. 

Roots - In the summer 
of 2005, Zach Ko-
mes, Founder, created 
a  c o f f e e  s t a n d 
on his street corner to 
benefit the international 
charities UNICEF and 
H e i f e r  I n t e r n a -
t i o n a l .  T h e 

Who we are -Youth for 
Change International    
(YFCI) is a youth-led 
organization, cam-
paign and online com-
munity that gets youth 
involved in making a 
d i f f e r e n c e  a n d 
spreads the word about 
global actions. We in-
spire the world's youth 
to take action for what 
they believe in. We cur-
rently have around 300 
members from coun-
tries around the globe. 

What we do - Our Or-
g a n i z a t i o n  g e t s 
youth empowered by 
getting youth to inspire 
each other. YFCI has 
numberous on-and-

stand earned almost 
$600 for the people of 
the world in the first 
year of  serv ice. 
L a t e r ,  t h e 
stand was given the 
Interfaith Conference of 
Greater Milwaukee 
Youth  Leadersh ip 
Award Award, pre-
sented at the Milwau-
kee Community Center.  

How we came to be - 
With inspiration from 
youth around the world, 
we created the interna-
tional organization. Our 
progress was slow, but 
eventually we topped 
100 members in only 4 
short months.  

Youth For Change International  

YFCI e-mail: youthforchange@hotmail.com 

WE STRIVE FOR GREATER AWARENESS 

Youth For Change International 


