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                     The phenomenon of urbanization has been suggested there long since the Middle Ages as 
riming a set of values, option’s principle to combat natural disasters for the population. Issues such as 
increasing urban poverty, unemployment, climate change, earthquakes, volcanic eruption, and the
collapse of buildings, diseases, air pollution and natural disasters inspired a global vision of rapid 
urbanization that was beyond the challenge of balanced territorial development. It is believed that rapid 
urbanization had many causes on which the environmental sector had no control and should be 
addressed from a broader angle involving society as a whole. This achieves several goals: 

-   More equity and a considerable improvement on natural disasters and climate change
-   A reduction in urban poverty 
-   Less disease
-   Diminution unemployment
-   Environmental protection
-   Harmonization of urbanization between cities and countries
-   Development
-   A high level infrastructure 
-   The innovativeness of buildings
-   One advantage of social cooperation houses 
-   The urban harmony 
-   The social harmony in buildings and residences 
-   The participation of the public sector and private citizens for community development
-   The rural-urban management 

- Economic growth 
- Facilitating the decentralization 
- A reduction in conflict prevention and local processing 
- The social harmony for environmental protection 
- Promote technology in buildings 
- A psychological impact, social in urban areas 
- Equality of social action plan 

           Today, urbanization still remains a far reach even in developed countries, even though
remarkable progress have been a visible reality because  the presentation and the view on infrastructure 
of major cities in developed countries. However by millions of people die every year in natural disasters 
and the collapse of buildings.

            In Haiti, the contrast existing between urbanization and the breakdown of the economy appears 
to be at the root of environmental degradation and the breakdown of the urban fabric of cities and the 
metropolitan region in particular. Indeed, the economic crisis in the country for nearly two decades has a 
considerable impact on urbanization and land use of large urban centers. It has facilitated the emergence 
of neighborhoods and a growing population by the rural exodus to the capital and other urban centers. 
One consequence of this unplanned urbanization is the strong pressure exerted by the uncontrolled 
growth of population on the weak infrastructure, sanitation, water supply and housing in the 
metropolitan area and secondary cities (Emmanuel, 1997, and PAHO / WHO, 1998). 
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             The development strategies adopted by the Haitian government during the decades of the 70s 
and 80s, have failed to raise the living standards of Haiti, but it resulted instead in the early 90s, a 
situation economic stagnation, poverty and misery which resulted, among others, problem 
environmental degradation and low coverage of safe water and sanitation. In a development strategy 
based on import substitution, during the 70s, the Haitian economy has instead committed in the mid 80 
and 90 on a path of increasingly liberal. The economic crisis experienced by the country during the 80s 
and early 90s were among other outcomes (Guerrier, 1996 and PAHO / WHO, 1998):

- The process of urbanization of the population, accompanied by a growing ''''bidonvilisation, 
exerts a strong pressure on the demand of drinking water and sanitation, while supply is 
depressed,

- In both rural and urban environment, the Haitian population lives in extreme poverty. Nearly 
72% of the population faces poverty and abject poverty, and can not meet their basic needs.

-   The problems of sanitation and clean water and healthy habitat have worsened because: the 
bidonvilisation'''' excessive and illegal occupation of the urban land with the building of
temporary hut near the spring of abstraction and the inability of cleaning the roads. 

- The mounds of garbage litter the streets of all the secondary town of the country and particularly 
Port-au-Prince and the lack of drinkable water systems. Often, people rely on the breach of pipes
conducting drinking water in the street; the insufficient sanitaryinfrastructures in urban and rural 
areas; flows of water storm water carrying all sorts of rubbish, solids and drop them in 
minimumnetworks storm, the lack of landfill sites in major urban centers; the minimum vital 
subsistence causing a promiscuity and transmission of acute respiratory diseases, tuberculosis As 
well as skin diseases and sexually transmitted infections..

     In this context, should we ask the question and find out in Haiti is the relationship that 
may exist between housing, urbanization, the physical environment and public health? What is the 
institutional development of habitat in Haiti? Such is the case in Haiti especially in Gonaives city 
symbolizing in the town of martyr, of the whole country ravaged by the passage of four hurricane, "Fay, 
Gustav, Hanna and Ike, were 800.000, representing 10% of the Haitian people are in urgent need of 
humanitarian assistance and also the case of the collapse of The Promise Evangelical College on Friday, 
November 7, 2008 Nerrette, Petion-Ville, Port-au-Prince or approximately 103 students and teachers
killed with another150 other injured.” This reflects the effect of the irregularity in setting goals millennia 
following the action plans of urbanization with the weak integration of the whole society especially 
children and youth in the programs' urbanization for the well being of the population.
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Collapse to Nerette, November 7, 2008 

      

The basis of its problems lays in the fact that rapid urbanization and programs on the environment are 
naked in a mosaic of component.

Haïti: The disaster Hanna

                                                                                            After Tropical Storm Fay there was almost
                                                                                            Four victims, two weeks ago,
                                                                                            Hurricane Gustav and the cause of 77 deaths,
                                                                                           Haiti has once again a tragedy.
                                                                                           Hanna storm struck Saturday morning
                                                                                           Coasts of south-eastern United States with wind
                                                                                           Blowing at over 110 km / h. After the passage
                                                                                           Of Hurricane Hanna in Haiti last Tuesday, this
                                                                                           Are nearly 500 bodies have been found
                                                                                           In the streets of Gonaives, according to figures
                                                                                          Developed by the Office for the Coordination of

                                                                                    Humanitarian Affairs of the United Nations. In    
This port city devastated by hurricanes, 

                                                                                                                                                                   
The water is climbing to five meters; the streets are littered with trees and debris. The hope of finding 
survivors is slim. Of the 350 000 inhabitants of the city most affected by the disaster, 250 000 are in 
need of humanitarian assistance.

                                                                                            
                                                                                            
                                                                                            . 
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         By focusing on the report of the Board Meeting UN-Habitat, entitled Our Urban Future, 
which studies the impact of urbanization on people's lives and the global environment, Mr. Rob 
De Jon Director of the section of the urban environment program of the United Nations 
Environment had at the publication ceremony said: "Almost half of urban dwellers live in slums 
or people lack access to services basics such as water, health or sanitation development. 
Approximately 1.6 million people die each year because of drinking water and sanitation, cities 
not only play a vital role in sustainable development, but they hold the keys too many problems 
such as climate change. "   
           In fact, a citizen of the community in six lives in a metropolitan area of more than one 
million inhabitants, while one in three is a city of fewer than 20,000 inhabitants. In fact, a very 
significant proportion of the population live in rural or suburban but travels daily to work in a large 
metropolitan area. These movements’ commuters are major sources of air pollution, transport congestion 
and noise. The situation is particularly acute in most major southern approaches, where growth has been 
rapid, which was accompanied by a significant degradation of the living city. This is where the 
demonstration of static officials shows that in 1800; only 3% of the world population lived in cities, 15% 
in 1900 and 50% by the year 2000.

              In this report, cities are both the biggest threat to the global environment and the main 
victims, so it is necessary to give to them to find potential solutions to prevent these threats, he added. 
Thus, any solution aimed at improving living conditions in urban areas must integrate all the companies. 
Like the importance of youth in urban harmony.
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History of « World youth urban forum »

                In order to facilitate the exchange of experiences and progress of general knowledge among 
cities and their development partners, designed to be a forum known techniques based non-legislative, 
the United Nations Human Settlements (UN - HABITAT), according to the resolution of the 18th 
Session of the Commission on Human Settlements held the World Urban Forum Youth in Nanjing in 
China, 01 to 02 November 2008.

            An idea of integrating youth participation in all discussions on how to manage the growing 
poverty in cities, rapid urbanization, lack of employment, disasters and the scourge of climate change. 
During the World Youth Forum 2008 urban opportunities was discussed and debate the future of 
urbanization in general and their cities in particular with the main authorities from various countries 
around the world. The youths were identified for their initiatives, projects and actions in cities. The 
FUMJ 2008 provides building activities held in Vancouver in 2006, while working always in the context 
WUF IV on: 

"Challenge of balanced territorial development.”

                  Young people can contribute building in an harmonious urbanization. Young people will 
also, among other issues, explore how different generation’s interests can be reconciled in an urban 
context, especially how the interests of young and old generations can contribute to a harmonious 
urbanization.

The idea be dry on the themes developed in the Youth World Urban Forum 
"For a better future Urban"

1- Harmony urban : youth perspective

          For systems that are fair and effective, everyone must express their problems among 
themselves in order to make a significant contribution to the main forum, join the balanced territorial 
development and explore their interests in the context of urban harmony. This is the role of youth. The 
community supposed to defend and protect the full force of the common person and property of each 
individual who is part of society does not play a role in the regularization households on the margins of 
a new kind. The urban and social harmony does not stop actions of solidarity. Youth must receive 
attention in the emergence of public spaces. Yet since the 1980s and the development of urban policy, 
municipalities have responsible youth. The level and growth of urbanization differ considerably by 
region. Latin American countries have the highest population lives in urban areas, but East Asia and 
South Asia experienced the strongest growth rates this last years.
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During the event of world urban youth forum, the topic "Harmony urban youth perspective, the 
speakers have reached an idea taking into account the basis of philosophy Chinese adopting reform 
their economic development by including the perspective of youth for urban harmony in a balance 
economic, social,  and environmental protection with issues and proposals in the spread of new ideas. As 
however, young people must be considered as partners in order to achieve the objectives of the 
Millennium for the world Development Goals youth. Reflect on some important issues contained asked 
about the following:

- How the integration of youth education on urbanization and the environment can dock in social 
action projects?

- How to associate action and reflection of youth in the collective 
- Approaches build on various proposals such as urbanization, social learning, the learning 

community, the community of practice, learning organization and the 'Urban harmony?
- What links of reciprocity is it possible to establish between education on urbanization, 

environment, education, community education and socio cultural? 
- How to enrich the education of young people from an urban dimension?
- What about the education of youth though life in environment and urbanization matter? 
- What role has young people play or could play in this? 

       Now efforts aimed at integrating young people into this process must consider changes in 
attitudes and structures found in youth movements.

2- Young as a builder of peace

             In the report the World Youth 2005, youth policy is too often motivated by the negative 
strategies such as delinquency, drug abuse and violence. However young people are positive to develop, 
urbanization, peace and democracy. With a total of 88 million young people who have a very high 
unemployment rate especially in West Asia, North Africa, in Africa in the countries south of Sahara and 
also in the Caribbean particularly in Haiti. Such crimes committed by young people are always 
perceived as a threat to society. This theme calls to address the eco-cultural dimension of the report of 
urbanization and the environment. Inviting young people to explore the relations among humans, the 
territories and landscapes, to the "inner landscape". The different worldviews inspire different ways of 
being in the world which in turn feeds the cosmologies.

       The debate this session youth world urban forum topic: "Young as a builder of peace"
emphasizing the importance of innovation and new program initiatives by young people should put a
light on the issue of security based on their role as an agent for the consolidation of peace, conflict 
prevention and transformation at local, national and international levels. Such is the idea of youth peace 
builder of the establishment with the prospect of advice and learning a community approach and a 
commitment just reliable youth in partnership with adults for a better urban future. Ultimately, young 
people are a positive force for development, peace and democracy.
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3- Climate change and the city: the Harmonized Environmental Action

              At the beginning of the twenty-first century, more than half the human population on 
Earth now lives in town. Urban life has its pros and raises specific challenges. The world is regularly 
shaken by natural disasters whose incidents are increasing in intensity and frequency. It dures mainly to 
environmental degradation and uncontrolled urbanization; these factors are closely related to a third, the 
population growth. Moreover, the effects of climate change are felt and are likely to worsen. In 2007 and 
2008, nearly 800.000 people, or 10% of the population, were victims of disaster in Haiti. The statistics 
also show an increase nearly 15 disasters per year on average in the country. The major risks identified 
are: erosion, flooding, epidemics, deforestation, pollution and so on. ... As against, food, natural resource 
degradation and climate change have led to floods, erosion, and a change in vegetation and also in a 
vulnerable population. Thus, further efforts aimed at integrating young people into this process must 
consider changes in attitudes and structures found in youth movements. Young people need to worry 
about the sustainability of their future although there is a need to strengthen their participation in 
decision-making in matters relating to the environment.

                   The idea emerged in the urban world youth forum in this regard: "Climate change and the 
city: Harmonized action for the environment" refers to the youth power for the rational climate change 
with innovation strategies related to social outcomes, taking into account the psychological, sociological 
and health of the population and the leadership aspect of young people who understand and discuss the 
problems of urbanization. Its action plans of urbanization must deal with strategic issues such as 
educational and environmental policies, the choices of youth, training of the society, the youth 
organization, and management practices of the development. The youth is expecting then to find models 
of socio-economic practices. 
What happened to the inclusion of urbanization and environmental programs and innovation activities? 
What about their facilities and their management methods?

4- Sport for the urban development

         Progress is being made in the world since ten (10) years for the promotion of physical 
education and sport within the education of system of social life, family and community. Physical 
education and sport practiced by a growing number of men and women and participation in sports and 
popular membership federations and sports groups have ceased to grow. However, the practice of 
physical education and sport is not yet assured everywhere as a fundamental right for all. Many still do, 
particularly in organizations of school systems, to achieve education standards, thanks to a harmonious 
balance between the activities of body and mind, a full development of personality. On the other hand, if 
the current 80 to 85% of children in developed countries receive physical education at school, in under 
development countries an estimated 80% is the number who does not enjoy. That chance (Source UN 
Intergovernmental Committee for Physical Education and Sport, Paris 22-29 1983).
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Furthermore, modern life, urbanization and the increasing mechanization that comes along with it today 
seem to show that physical activities as essential to preserving the health and environmental protection. 
However the obvious economic interest of good physical condition of each, on more than half the 
population in many countries does at present no sports or physical sport.

              In the session "Sport for urban development" of world urban youth forum, the objectives 
were based on the contribution of sport on infrastructure in urbanization, the impact of sports in the 
urbanization, the involvement of youth as leaders and urban planners.

                That idea already submitted, since 2006, to the Secretariat of Youth and Sport Ministry of 
Haitian fledged demonstrating the willingness of the Government of Haiti to encourage the young15-24 
years in the top of the political agenda. A strategy that gives priority to young people by focusing on the 
full development of human beings and the continuity of the process by which the sport extended to 
adulthood, the practice of education in schools National and out, from the perspective of human 
development, preservation of urbanization, environmental protection and the prospect of lifelong 
education. An axis of the new program to promote physical education to an urban harmony. Thus, 
investing in youth reflects the commitment in the Millennium Goals for Development to bring enormous 
benefits to future urban harmony.

5- Management of the city: the role of youth and local authorities

         Governments and other local actors will be able to use the indicators to monitor the situation 
of youth in relation to priority areas identified in the global agenda and five new areas of interest to 
youth: Urbanization, globalization, HIV / AIDS and health, ICT, the issues relating to conflicts and 
intergenerational. Young people are the most flexible and perhaps best able to adapt to the opportunities 
that open the management of cities, urbanization and globalization and benefit from. But especially in 
developing countries, many young people have not been able to benefit. The city management and 
globalization have affected employment opportunities in the world and the structures of migration  has 
caused fundamental changes in youth culture, in behavior as consumers and the different characteristics 
of citizenship and activism among young people. Continued increases in information technology and 
communication has been accompanied the last ten years with the process of urban youth brought new 
opportunities but also challenges.

        As part of the presentation of the world about urban youth forum: "Managing cities: The role of 
youth and local authorities" speakers highlighted the best practices of collaboration that should exist 
between young people and local authorities for the management of cities. Consider the following issues:

- How the collaboration of youth and local authorities can help to meet the challenges posed by 
such urban management, urbanization and lifestyle that entails?

- How young people and local authorities can help solve the problems of resource management 
(water, energy, waste, etc.) Development, transport, security, etc.

-  How education for urban management can be associated with the creation of healthy and 
friendly, conducive to social peace and solidarity? 

Created with Print2PDF. To remove this line, buy a license at: http://www.software602.com/



« Protecting the environment»
Report World Youth Urban Forum: “For a better urban future”   

                                         UN-HABITAT

Prepared by .Saint Eloi Alker, MHP, Accountant
Organisation RESH, Haïti (W.I),  Email : alkerse@yahoo.ca  Contact : +509 3734-9769 / 3472-4257   

Web page : www.reshaiti.page.tl

10

- What about the intersection between nature and culture in town?

-  What about urbanization and the built environment, how we are "trained" by materials, 
architecture and urban planning?

-  How to face the challenges of mixed ethnic and cultural issues of identity and of the community 
in the city?

-  What about the educational dimensions of youth projects and initiatives such as "Growing Up in 
Cities", "Cities and villages healthy," Eco Municipalities "and others?

              A catalog of verifiable indicators, some of which could result of the Millennium Goals for 
youth development would help to measure future progress for young people. As against, 
governments should continuously evaluate their youth policy and involve young people in this 
assessment. Governments at all levels are urged to develop and implement an integrated youth 
policy and to establish links between the different priority areas for youth development. It is still 
necessary to pay special attention to groups of disadvantaged youth and implement measures as a 
result of the Global Program of Action. Included are for example the specific needs of young people 
with disabilities, young migrants and indigenous youth.

6- Expression of Youth Music and Art for Urban Development

     For human beings, live on land leads to responsible production of meaning and aesthetic 
beyond purely utilitarian issues: the music and art. They form the world, often with the substance of the 
earth as it is also an expression of the world. The expression of young people referred to in music and art 
on training and education on urbanization and the environment should urge society to address the 
aesthetic dimension of the report to our living environments, as the symbolic dimension expressed 
through various modes of artistic production: graphic arts, cinema, dance, installations, literature, music, 
theater, etc...
                  Through this session in the urban world youth forum, Nanjing, China from 1-2 November 
2008: "Expression of Youth": Music and Art for Urban Development "has emerged the idea of 
integration, exploration, the participation of methods of expression of urban youth in music and art to 
enhance urban harmony over the past few years has been a growing recognition of the contribution that 
can provide recreation for youth by promoting social integration, access to development opportunities 
and general. To achieve results, messages in the music texts in initiatives should be established by the 
youth based on certain social issues.

- How to stimulate the development of environmental sensitivity and deployment of the creative 
potential of individuals through an artistic approach?

-  How to integrate learning arts and artistic expression in environmental education and 
urbanization?

-  How do artists, as communicators, can contribute to reframe the relationship to the world, to 
offer new experiences of reality and to generate new meanings? 

-  Art can be associated with participatory approaches? 
- Can it be a form of activism?
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7- HIV / AIDS and health

                 About 10 million young people are currently living with HIV / AIDS, mostly in Africa and 
Asia. The spread of the virus has had an impact on the appalling sexual and reproductive youth. Young 
people are particularly at risk of being contaminated by the virus. In the world, young people become 
adults earlier and marrying later. Sexual relations before marriage seem to increase. Although the 
pregnancies of girls are falling in many countries, this subject is as important as ever. HIV / AIDS are
the most common cause of death among young people followed by violence and injuries.

            In the session HIV/ AIDS and health in the urban world youth forum, we identified the 
percentage of the total urban population infected by HIV / AIDS and emphasized the role of youth in 
development with an emphasis on initiatives for developing advice, youth engagement in partnership 
with adults in the fight against sexually transmitted diseases.

                   Youth and adolescents represent both a formidable force for the country's development and 
a group vulnerable to dysfunction of social and economic stability of Haiti. However, instability and 
insecurity in recent years, coupled with low levels of education particularly among girls, and face a 
major vulnerability to sexually transmitted infections, particularly HIV / AIDS affects young people's 
ability and adolescents to participate actively in choosing the issues in Haitian society. Adolescents and 
young Haitians are for the most part unable to achieve their aspirations and satisfy their basic rights, 
such as the right to education, the right to a healthy life, the right to information and freedom of 
expression. Ideal for any human being would be to reach build its habitat so that interactions with the 
natural environment and allowing him to have a harmonious life providing material well-being and 
spiritual balance.
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                       Finally, the World Urban Forum Youth in Nanjing in China, 01 to 02 November 2008
the emergency plans for its involvement in all efforts to prepare a development that is truly sustainable, 
which is guaranteed for the future. All subjects developed wishing to propose the idea of the unity of 
children, youth, adults and society, families and understand human nature interdependent, not only of all 
the nations of the world, but also all the elements that make from "Earth our home." Spontaneously, they 
have linked to sustainable development equitable economic growth, justice for all, development of civil 
society, the fight against desertification, education for citizenship, rural development and the future of
urban harmony.

                        We can, youth, "for a better urban future, undertake socio-economic development while 
protecting the environment and conserving natural resources. This requires reducing the race in search 
of currency with only the exploitation of natural resources and mining. It will instead focus energies to 
productive activities such as agriculture. Even though the export of its products would be hypothetical, 
the crucial problem of food self-sufficiency will be resolved. Sustainable development in the context of 
globalization is a real problem for developing countries. It is difficult to establish a development policy 
regardless of the pace of development reached by other countries.

                        The theme "Challenge of balanced territorial development.”World of urban youth 
forum in 2008, Nanjing, China of youth and sustainable development has become now a matter of 
importance, because it is increasingly clear that the health of the planet can not be restored without the 
participation of all segments of society, especially youth in the environmental crisis threatening the 
problems of urbanization. The link between youth, environment, urbanization and development involves 
many complex factors. Youth as the most active layer in each of our countries has an important 
responsibility on rational use, conservation and environmental protection urban harmony based on 
understanding and acceptance of the notion that a generation is responsible for the well-being of the 
generation that follows it. Indeed, youth as one of the most valid of the population must participate in 
various socio-economic activities and those relating to the environment which plays an important role in 
achieving the basic needs of society without compromising the chances of future generations to do the 
same.

Reconciling the economic and social development, environmental protection and conservation of 
natural resources, urban harmony through youth?
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