
The six principles that ground our five-year pro-
gram on the equitable sharing and management  
of the Earth’s resources are at the root of our Share 
Lent campaigns as well. These principles include 
recognition of the sacredness of the Earth, the  
need to share resources in a peaceful and sustain-
able manner that benefits the common good and 
respects the human rights of all, and the right of 
 people to have control over decisions that affect 
their lives and communities.

As a volunteer, your role in organizing a success-
ful Share Lent campaign is essential and we deeply 
appreciate it. When you encourage your parish, 
school or community to give generously, you are 
helping the poorest of our sisters and brothers  
in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East 
to share in the abundance of the earth that God 
created for all. 

The tips and calendar that you’ll find here are 
meant to help you organize and plan a successful 
Share Lent campaign in your parish or school. 

Good luck! Let us know how it goes.
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 Organize a school-wide home room Share 
Lent challenge to raise money

 Promote the Lifestyle Awareness Calen- 
dar and send the funds to Development  
anD peace

 Show the Share Lent DVD

 Integrate the Symbols of Solidarity into 
school liturgies

 Hold a fundraising event for Development 
anD peace Makes a Difference Week.

 Organize a THINKfast

What some schools are doing …

 Board-wide Share Lent student days  
with reps from all the schools are held in  
many places.

 The Director of Education of the  Ottawa 
Catholic School Board sent a letter 
 encouraging all their schools to raise funds 
for  Development anD peace during Lent. 

 Teachers in the Peterborough school board 
can make automatic payroll deduction 
 donations to Development anD peace.

For more information, or to share your 
youth initiatives, contact:
 Genevieve Gallant 

Youth Programs Officer 
Development anD peace 
10 St. Mary St., Suite 420 
Toronto, ON  M4Y 1P9  
ggallant@devp.org

Share Lent in your school
Lent is a great time to promote Development  anD peace in our Catholic schools.  
Some ideas for your school…

 JustdYouth  
fundraising week  

March 14-20, 2010! 

Make a difference by organizing an event  
in your parish, school, or on campus.  
For a free Thinkfast kit and our new  

online fundraising tools, visit  
http://youth.devp.org

Thinkfast is an exci
ting 25hour activity  
for schools, univer si ties  
and parishes that raises  
a ware ness about the 
people and issues that 
concern Development 
anD peace partners in 
Asia, Africa, Latin Amer 
ica and the Middle East. 

“Food and access to water 
are universal rights of  
all human beings.” 

– Pope Benedict, Caritas in Veritate

See your g
ift grow



Get ready, get set
●	 Assemble your team (even if it’s just one 

other person) and set a clear goal for your col-
lection and for the number of new Share Year-
Round donors that you would like to attract.

● Meet with your parish priest and/or 
 Parish Council, and liturgical committee  
to bring them up to speed with your plans  
for Share Lent.

● Meet with the leaders of the core groups  
in your parish (lectors, youth, CWL, Knights 
of Columbus etc.) to explain the campaign 
and to invite them to participate. 

● Arrange for spoken announcements from 
the pulpit each week of Lent and for the 
Share Lent bulletin announcements to be 
published in your parish bulletin each week 
leading up to Solidarity Day.

●	 Plan to promote Share Year-Round at  
every possible opportunity.

●	 Get inspired and informed by attending a 
 diocesan Share Lent workshop. Contact 
your Development anD peace Animator  
for details. 

Create a buzz!
In many parishes, Solidarity Day is celebrated on 
the fifth Sunday of Lent. In some parishes it takes 
place on another day. Create excitement around 
Share Lent by planning all of your major activities 
before Solidarity Day.

◆ Plan to distribute the Lifestyle Awareness 
Calendar in your parish the weekend before 
Ash Wednesday. It’s great for children and 
their families, individuals, communities and 
schools.

◆ Ash Wednesday is an ideal time to launch your 
Share Lent campaign. Host a special event  
on this day or close to it, such as a THINKfast!, 
a rich-poor meal, or a soup-and-bean supper. 
Some members hold very successful Soup, 
Song and Solidarity evenings to raise 
awareness and encourage people to donate  
to Share Lent.

◆ Create a special display of Development 
anD peace materials and posters in your 
church or parish foyer. Members in Saskatch-
ewan mount the poster on bristol board, at-
tach a paper pocket, and keep it filled with 
materials and information throughout Lent.

◆ Hand out one or two pieces of Share Lent 
material, including the Partner in Action flyer, 
Share Lent Mini Magazine and Share Year-Round 
brochure each weekend before Solidarity Day. 
See the attached planning calendar for sug-
gestions.

◆ Arrange or participate in Development anD 
peace Makes a Difference Week. Visit http://
youth.devp.org for dates, details and great 
fundraising tools.

◆ Invite a guest speaker who has lived in Asia, 
Africa, Latin America or the Middle East, or 
visited Development anD peace partners there, 
to talk with  parishioners about how Develop-
ment anD peace changes people’s lives and 
communities. Contact your Animator for 
speakers.

◆ See the Solidarity Resource Book for ideas for 
Solidarity Day for a Solidarity Way of the Cross , 
and for a suggested homily or short talk.

◆ Encourage your priest to speak about Devel-
opment anD peace during mass. Arrange  
for a homily or short talk and prayers or 
reflections about Development anD peace’s 
work to be given in the weeks prior to or on 
Solidarity Day or your Share Lent celebration. 

Ensure success
Fifth Sunday of Lent: Solidarity Day

 This is the day for the homily or short talk 
to be given to remind parishioners and mo-
tivate them to participate in the Share Lent 
 collection. Be sure to thank them for their 
generosity!

 Prepare a few special Solidarity Day activi-
ties such as the Symbols of Solidarity (in the 
Soli darity Resource Book), a guest speaker, or a 
showing of our Share Lent or Fall Action DVD.

Celebrate your 
success! 
●	 Thank the people who will make this our 

best Share Lent ever – those who give their 
time and energy to carrying out the campaign 
as well as those who donate. 

●	 Organize a post-Easter thank-you event to 
recognize and thank Share Lent volunteers.

●	 Publish a final thank-you notice in the bul-
letin. Tell everyone how much was raised. 

●	 It’s not too early to make sure there is a Share 
Lent collection envelope in your parish 
deck for next year. Talk with your parish sec-
retary about this.

...and keep us posted
We’d love to hear about your campaign and ideas. 
Contact:

 Share Lent 
c/o Siobhan Rowan 
10 St. Mary Street, Suite 420 
Toronto, ON 
M4Y 1P9

ThANk yOU  
FOR ALL yOU DO!

One of the best ways to give 
is through Development anD 
peace’s Share YearRound pro
gram of monthly pre authorized 
donations. 

it’s easy and convenient. Visit 
our website at www.devp.org  
Click on ‘Donations’ and then 
‘Monthly Donations’ to sign 
up. Encourage others to do the 
same!

Fourth Sunday of Lent  
(or the Sunday before your 
celebration and collection)

 Have someone read a prayer or reflection 
from the Solidarity Resource Book. Remind pa-
rishioners that the collection will take place 
the following weekend. 

 Hand out Share Lent collection envelopes, 
or insert them in the bulletin.

 Hold a special event such as a Way of the Cross 
one day this week. Members in several regions 
have found it works well to involve their par-
ish youth group, social justice committee, or 
liturgical committee when they plan special 
events.

 Have extra collection envelopes on hand  
for the next weekend.

Caritas in Veritate, by Pope Benedict

You’ll find citations from this encyclical,  
 published in 2009, throughout the Share 
Lent 2010 materials. Attend a Share Lent 
workshop to find out more about how the 
work of Development anD peace is related 
to the themes within it. For a copy of the 
 encyclical, visit the Vatican website at  
www.vatican.va, click on Benedict XVI,  
and then click on  Encyclicals.



 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

      22 23

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  8 9 10 11 12 13 

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 21 22 23 24 25  27 

January 14

F
e

b
r

u
a

r
y

26

Gather your Share Lent team and start planning 
your parish or school campaign.

Meet with your parish priest and/or  
liturgy  committee.

Plan a special Ash Wednesday event to launch 
the campaign in your school or parish. 

Touch base  
with your  
school contacts. 

Plan a Thinkfast  
for your school  
or parish.

Recruit people  
to help distribute 
 materials during Lent.

Give your parish office the Share Lent bulletin 
 announcements for each week of Lent.

Put up Share Lent 
posters in your parish 
or school.

Post the results of 
Share Lent 2009  
in your parish and 
 an  nounce your goal 
for Share Lent 2010.

Distribute the Lifestyle 
Awareness Calendar 
at every Mass.

Publicize Share Year-
Round and invite peo-
ple to join. 

Announce the start of the Share Lent campaign.  
Make Lifestyle Awareness Calendars available.

First sunday  
oF Lent

ash Wednesday

See your 
gift grow

DeADLine for ordering materials  
and receiving them in time for  
Ash Wednesday. 

Remember Share Year-Round,  
our monthly giving program.  

It’s a great way for parishioners to extend 
their giving throughout the year.
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third sunday  
oF Lent

Fourth sunday  
oF Lent
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Distribute the Share 
Lent Mini-Magazine 
at each Mass.

Plan and invite  
people to a   
special event close  
to  Solidarity Day. 

Distribute the Partner 
in Action flyer at each 
Mass.

ensure that your 
priest has the  
Share Lent homily.

Set a date for an  
event to thank all  
of the volunteers  
who are helping  
with Share Lent.

Remind people of the 
Share Lent col lection 
next week.

deveLoPment  
and Peace  
Makes a  Difference 
Week begins!

ensure that there are 
volunteers avail able to 
distribute col lec tion 
envelopes or to put 
one in every pew.

Share Lent collection

Share Lent col lection 

hoLy 
thursday

Good 
 Friday

See your gifts grow wisely in the hands of  
our partners in Asia, Africa, Latin America  

and the Middle East. Visit our website  
to find out more: www.devp.org

Give your parish office a bulletin announcement 
to remind people that they can still give  
to Share Lent if they missed the Solidarity  
Day collection.

www.devp.org / sharelent

internationaL 
Women’s day
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