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Current Projects
Captured North Korean Refugees:

On Monday, November 17th, AIMS was 
contacted by a North Korean refugee 
regarding the capture of 12 North Korean 
refugees in China.  The initial plea for 
help was a request for $40,000 to buy safe 
travel to South Korea for the captured 
North Koreans.  Shortly thereafter we 
were notified that the offer was no longer 
available.  We were informed the offer 
had been pulled because one of the 
captured 12 North Koreans was actually 
working for the North Korean 
government and was attempting to gain 
information on escape routes and brokers.

After much deliberation AIMS 
approached the Korean government with 
this information.  The outlook we were 
given was bleak to say the least.  
According to the representative, the 
“official” success record for the South 
Korean government in its attempts to 
prevent repatriation of North Korean 
refugees captured in China was 0%.  

Having heard this information we felt that 
the only option left was to try to get the 
word out to the international press, While 
the South Korean government official 
didn’t directly state support for this 
option, he stated that from his point of 
view it seemed to make quite a bit of 
sense.

On Friday, November 21st, AIMS sent 
out the attached press release to several 
news organizations.  It has since been 

picked up by Radio Free Asia (rfa.org) 
and the Korea Times (koreatimes.co.kr).  
While the media exposure has generated 
some interest, unfortunately we are not 
optimistic about the outcome.  

We will continue to work with the 
various organizations we are in contact 
with and keep you posted of the 
outcome.

North Korean Girl Held Captive in Laos

The stakes for escaping North Korean 
refugees couldn’t be higher. These 
refugees, lured on by a desperate hope 
for a better life, risk the possibility of 
death and torture if they are caught and 
sent back to NK. 

However, even if they make it out of the 
country their problems are far from over. 

For many, the end of one victimized life 
is simply the precursor to another life of 
equal cruelty. Many North Korean 
women are sold on what is becoming a 
thriving black market. These women are 
sold as slaves, held against their will and 
often abused to an unconscionable 
degree.

This week AIMS was made aware of a 
specific situation in which a South 
Korean, posing as a missionary, is 
holding captive a young North Korean 
girl in Laos. After initially luring her to 
Laos by promising her freedom through 
transport to the United States, the NK 

girl was captured and is currently being 
held against her will. She has thus far 
attempted escape but to no avail as no one 
has come to her aid. She has been able to 
make telephone calls on occasion, but 
remains subject to her captor. 

We at AIMS find this intolerable, and are 
diligently working with our partners to 
find a remedy to this situation…

We will keep you updated.

AIMS in the US.
Members of the AIMS Team will be in 
the Los Angeles area from November 
29th thru December 4th conducting 
interviews with North Korean refugees 
currently living in the United States.  Our 
hope is to document everything from life 
at work to home life.  While we have 
been developing a long list of questions 
and topics we are happy to take 
comments and suggestions.  Our next 
newsletter will consist of the full write 
up.

AIMS Quick UPDATE

AIMS Quick UPDATE:

Due to two recent 
projects that have 
taken much more of 
our time than we had 
expected, we 
apologize that the 
second issue of the  
AIMS newsletter will 
be shorter than 
normal.
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Upcoming Issues

Our next issue (Dec. 11) A full length issue on 
our interviews with North Korean refugees 
currently living in the United States.

New Partnerships
AIMS is proud to announce that we will be 
forming a partnership with South Korea’s 
largest Non-profit Organization dealing with 
North Korean refugee issues The Association 
of North Korea Defectors (www.enku.kr/)
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AIMS in the US!

Members of the 
AIMS Team will be 
in the Los Angeles 
area from November 
29th thru December 
4th conducting 
interviews with North 
Korean refugees 
currently living in the 
United States... 

Current Projects:

This past week we 
were contacted to 
assist with a situation 
involving North 
Korean refugees 
captured in China. 
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