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North Koreans in 
the U.S. (part 2)
Life for North Korean defectors in the 
United States varies dramatically from 
one case to another.  AIMS members flew 
to Los Angeles to meet with North 
Korean defectors currently residing in 
and around the greater Los Angeles area.  
We also met with several groups working 
to assist North Korean defectors through 
various channels.  This is the second part 
of a two part series and includes the final 
information of our trip to the US.

As mentioned in our previous 
newsletter, during our trip to Los 
Angeles, we were able to meet several 
North Korean defectors who are 
currently living and working in the 
United States.  Of the many that we 
were able to meet, one that stood out 

was a North Korean defector that 
came to the U.S. by way of Thailand.  
This particular defector was allowed 
to enter the United States as a 
refugee after an approximate 8-
month wait at the refugee camp in 
Bangkok, Thailand.  According to the 
refugee, there are a total of 12 North 
Korean defectors living in the United 
States that came via the same 
Bangkok Thailand route. One of the 
women that originally came via the 
same route died of cancer just weeks 
after entering into the US.  
 One of the primary 
differences we noticed between the 
defectors that entered the US via the 
refugee camp in Thailand and those 
that entered through alternative 
routes such as Mexico, was the 
difference in outlook.  The defectors 
that entered through alternative 
routes had a less hopeful outlook.  

This may primarily be attributed to 
the one-year working visa that such 
asylum seekers are granted.  Once 
granted the one-year working visa, 
the defectors must continue to renew 
their visas every year while they 
await the results of their petition for 
asylum.  The constant uncertainty of 
whether or not they will be deported 
is always on their minds. 

(As mentioned before, since these 
defectors made their way through the 
Bangkok refugee camp, the camp has 
stated very different policies. A 
spokesperson from the UNHCR office 
in Bangkok, Thailand, recently stated 
that determining the refugee status of 
North Korean defectors fleeing to 
Thailand was not necessary and 
would like to rule out the UNHCR’s 
involvement completely.  (cont.)

If the Kim Jong-Ill Government 
would simply promise to feed 
me , I would go back to North 
Korea tomorrow ~ 
Interview with 

North Korean Refugee 11/10/08

AIMS in the US: Part 2 
Life for North Korean defectors in the 
United States varies dramatically from one 
case to another.  AIMS members flew to Los 
Angeles to meet with North Korean 
defectors currently residing in and around 
the greater Los Angeles area.  AIMS also met 
with several groups working to assist North 
Korean defectors through various channels.  
This is the second part of a two part series 
and includes the final information from out 
trip to the US.

Upcoming Issues

Our next issue (Jan. 8)- Interview results,  
information and evidence related to sexual 
assault, and harassment happening under the 
guise of assisting fleeing North Korean 
defectors. Challenges of post traumatic stress 
disorder due to fleeing North Korea 
Our sixth issue (Jan. 22) - AIMS projects in 
2009, including legal clinics, social 
adaptation programs, cooperation agencies, 
and policy comparisons with other refugees in 
the U.S
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Updates: North Korean Women Trafficking in 
Laos: (page 3).
The under-aged North Korean girl who 
AIMS reported on in our 3rd newsletter was 
safely assisted to the South Korean Embassy 
around 8:50am (Laos Time) on December 
15th and is currently awaiting travel to South 
Korea and is under protection of the South 
Korean government
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In the U.S.  (cont.)

The reason, according to the 
spokesperson, is “because they have a 
ready solution” - South Korea.1) 

One of the major issues that first 
generation North Korean defectors 
face is the lack of knowledge about 
the history of US immigrants.  (cont.) 
One of the major issues that first 
generation North Korean defectors 
face is the lack of knowledge about 
the history of US immigrants.  Most 
defectors are not aware at all of the 
hardships that most all immigrants to 
the US face on a continual basis.  One 
of the major projects that AIMS is 
committed to is helping defectors 
understand the general hardships that 
all US immigrants face and therefore 
feel less as if they are being singled 
out or discriminated against through 
their hardships. 

(1. Radio Free Asia: retrieved  December 26, 
2008.  http://www.rfa.org/korean/in_focus/
UNHCR_money-10142008162131.html)

Update: Laos
The under-aged North Korean girl 
who AIMS reported on in our 3rd 
newsletter was safely assisted to the 
South Korean Embassy around 
8:50am (Laos Time) on December 15th 
and is currently awaiting travel to 
South Korea and is under protection 
of the South Korean government

Originally, it was believed that the 
North Korean girl was under the 
protection of a South Korean 
missionary for approximately half a 
month while in Laos.  The missionary 
supposedly assisted the girl in fleeing 
China.  However, AIMS has 
confirmed that much of this story is 
false.  In fact the girl was not 
“rescued” by the missionary and was 
instead being held captive against her 
will where she was sexually harassed 

and assaulted by the supposed 
missionary for approximately two 
weeks.  The girl managed to escape 
from the missionary on December 14th 
and was kept in the custody of AIMS 
partners until she could be safely 
escorted to the South Korean 
Embassy on December 15th.  AIMS is 
currently working with our partners 
to determine the appropriate course 
of action against her captor, including 
a lawsuit. 

Update: 11 Captured 
in China
Regarding the 11 captured North 
Korean defectors in the Dan-Dong 
region of China, AIMS is glad to 
report that a few weeks ago the 
Chinese officials released all 11 
defectors.  The release was granted 
because of the material assistance of 
a broker and the families of the 11 
captives. 

**AIMS has received a request for 
assistance from a female North 
Korean defector aged 18 (born Sept 
1991) who is currently struggling to 
get to the US to reconnect with her 
mother.  We are currently working 
with our partners for a quick 
resolution to this matter.

AIMS Partnerships
 
1.   This week AIMS began officially 

collaborating with the North 
Korean Refugees Association in 
the US

2. AIMS has partnered with a 
doctor who spent several years 
working at Hanawon and helped 
deal with North Korean Refugee 
social adaptation training in 
South Korea.

3. AIMS is partnered with a 
Korean-American law firm in the 
LA area that is deeply involved 

in assisting North Korean 
defectors apply for asylum in the 
US.

If you would like more information 
about our partners or would like to
request assistance please contact us 
and we will assist you.
Merry Christmas, and a 
Happy New Year!
The entire AIMS team would like to wish 
you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year...

 "There is a wonderful mythical law of 
nature that the 3 things we crave most in 
life -- happiness, freedom and peace of 
mind -- are always attained by giving 
them to someone else."

 -- General Peyton C. March
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