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2009 Projects
As we mentioned in our previous 
newsletter, we would like to introduce our 
current and major projects for 2009.  If 
you have an interest in the projects, 
would like to recommend other related 
organizations, foundations, schools, or 
governments as either supporters or
collaborators, please feel free to contact 
us.  We look forward to your comments 
and suggestions.

1. Yale Law School Proposal:
(Spring Semester 2009)
Lowenstein Legal Clinic.

AIMS submitted a proposal to The 
Lowenstein Legal Clinic in early 
January, and we are currently 
awaiting a response, which should 
come after the proposal has been 
presented to the students.

Our Proposal Outline:
Challenges
1. Analyze the NKHRA, including 

the obligations set forth for the 
U.S. government and whether 
they are being carried out by the 
respective agencies.

2. Interview North Korean refugees 
who want to resettle or have 
already resettled in the U.S.
a. Investigate the claims made 

by      North Korean refugees 
about the destruction of 
UNHCR documentation by 
South Korean government 
officials.

b. Investigate claims of threats 
and discrimination made by 
North Korean refugees when 
speaking about their lives in 
South Korea.

3. Using the data collected above to:
a. Make a claim against the 

South Korean government for 
violations regarding the 
destruction of official UNHCR 
documentation

b. File an amicus brief on behalf 
of the current undocumented 
North Korean refugees in the 
U.S. whose petitions for 
asylum are pending.

4. Request that U.S. courts hear 
groups of petitions for asylum 
from North Korean refugees 
instead of on an individual basis 
as is currently being done.

Expectation / Outcome
 
1. To force the U.S. and its agencies 

to act in full accordance with any 
and all requirements of the 
NKHRA that are currently going 
unmet.

2. To provide assistance to North

If the Kim Jong-Ill Government 
would simply promise to feed 
me , I would go back to North 
Korea tomorrow ~ 
Interview with 

North Korean Refugee 11/10/08

Overview of 2009 Projects and Proposals

As we mentioned in the previous newsletter, 
we would like to introduce our current and
major projects for 2009.  If you have an 
interest in the projects, would like to 
recommend other related organizations, 
foundations, schools, or governments as 
either supporters or collaborators, please feel 
free to contact us.  We look forward to your 
comments and advice.

Upcoming Issues

Our next issue (Feb 5) - AIMS project 
updates along with current and developing 
issues.

Our seventh issue (weekend of Feb. 19)- A 
recap of our trip in the United States along 
with information about our collaborators and 
partners.
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Updates: AIMS is traveling

During the month of February, members of 
AIMS will be in the New England area 
attending conferences and meeting with 
several collaborators.  If you’re in the area 
and would like to arrange a meeting, please 
feel free to contact us at info@aimskorea.org
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 Korean refugees whose rights 
 may have been   violated by the 
 South Korean government.
3.  To assist North Korean  refugees 
 currently awaiting the outcome of 
 their petitions for asylum 
 through the filing of an amicus 
 brief. 
4. To have research ready should 
 the current appeals at the 
 administrative judge level fail 
 and such cases must be 
 appealed to federal courts.

2. Participation in HPAIR 
    Presenter -  Social work session:     
    Human trafficking

1. The experience of trafficking is an 
undeniable aspect of the social 
adaptation of North Korean 
defectors.  AIMS will be at HPAIR 
to share this information and to 
network with those who are 
interested in international human 
rights and in helping to resolve 
the trafficking   issues of North 
Korean defectors

3. Language program and Job 
Training.

1. We are currently developing a 
proposal to submit to centers for 
Korean studies throughout the 
Los Angeles area.  As mentioned 
in our previous issues, during our 
interviews with North Korean 
defectors in the United States, we 
were overwhelmingly told that a 
program that offered minimum 
English tutoring was desperately 
needed. Although many 
organizations have tried to 
provide this kind of program for 
North Korean defectors, the 
instructors' lack of Korean 
language skills only seemed to 
confuse the North Korean 
defectors, while the hectic work 
schedules many North Korean 
defectors have also did not allow 

them to attend classes on a 
consistent basis.

 Therefore, we believe that 
 collaborating with a major 
 university located in the Los 
 Angeles area that has a large 
 Korean student population will 
 help us to overcome these 
 obstacles.   If possible, we would 
 also like to find ways to offer 
 students credit for their tutoring 
 time.

4.  Mental Treatment

Sejin, Timothy, Dr. Ji-ho and 
Ha-young are currently preparing a 
proposal geared towards related U.S 
government branches, foundations 
and organizations.

1. Most North Korean refugees 
suffer from severe traumatic 
disorders resulting from both 
their lives in North Korea as well 
as from their journey to a safe 
country.  Due to the severity of 
this experience, many North 
Korean defectors seek treatment 
for these   problems.   However, 
primarily due to a lack of 
specialized manpower (ie, in 
depth knowledge of North 
Koreans, specialties in sociology, 
law, public health, and 
psychology, fluency in English 
and Korean, along with a strong 
rapport with North Korean 
defectors), no such project has 
been undertaken.  The fact that 
North Korean defectors and 
refugees live in varying distant 
locations throughout the United 
States has also presented  a major 
obstacle to such a project.  
Members of our team and experts 
in these fields have met in Korea 
to begin brainstorming and 
bench-marking this project, using 
a variety of models including 
previous research and work at 

Hanawon. 

 The project will consist of three 
 separate teams: specialists, 
 coordinators, and   generalists. It 
 will begin with as many in 
 depth- i n t e r v i e w s w i t h 
 North  Korean defectors   in 
 the United States as possible, while 
 at the same time cross-referencing 
 the results of   the interviews with 
 those conducted in other countries. 
 Using this information, we   will 
 begin to build a stronger network 
 of social welfare organizations to 
 which we will provide training on 
 distinguishing the psychological 
 characteristics of North 
 Korean  defectors who suffer from 
 trauma through a systematically 
 designed program developed to be 
 personalized to match North 
 K o r e a n d e f e c t o r s i n 
 various   communities. Throughout 
 this project, we expect to use the 
 sum of our information to create a 
 very useful database from which 
 we will create a manual that will 
 include   information on the 
 hardships of North Korean 
 defectors, human rights issues, 
 and   other information to assist 
 other organizations in developing 
 additional necessary programs. 
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