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The  2013  United  Nations  Development  Programme  (UNDP),  Human  Development  Report  was 
launched by UNDP Administrator, Helen Clark and Mexican President, Enrique Pena Nieto in Mexico 
City with theme: “The Rise of the South: Human Progress in a Diverse World,” it identifies more than 
40 developing countries that have done better than expected in human development in recent decades, 
with their progress accelerating remarkably over the past 10 years. 

The 2013 Human Development Report (HDR) examines the challenges in the states of the nations and 
the long-term implications for human development. The Report paid tribute to some so-called BRICS 
countries  (Brazil,  Russia,  India,  China and South Africa),  disclosing that  China,  for  example,  had 
overtaken Japan as the World's second largest economy, and in the process, lifting hundreds of millions 
of people out of poverty. India is reshaping its future with new entrepreneurial creativity and social 
policy innovation, while Brazil is raising its living standards by expanding international relationships 
and promoting massive anti-poverty initiatives.

The 21st century, says the Report, is witnessing a major shift in global dynamics, driven by the rising 
powers of the developing world. The positives is that developing countries today trade more among 
themselves than with the North, and this trend would go much further. It also identified that there is 
now a clear positive correlation between past public investment in social and physical infrastructure 
and progress  on the Human Development  Index (HDI).  It  also points  that  much of  the world has 
already achieved the main poverty eradication target of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
which called for the share of people living on less than US$1.25 a day to be cut by half from 1990 to 
2015 as a result of rise in living standards in much of the Southern nations. Today, the South as a whole 
produces about half of world economic output, up from a third in 1990.

However, Global Institutions, says the Report, are yet to catch-up with this historic changes. China, 
with the World's second largest economy and biggest foreign exchange reserves has but a 3.3 percent 
share in the World Bank, less than France's 4.3 percent. India, which would soon surpass China as the 
world's most populous country does not have a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council. 
And Africa,  with a billion people in over 50 sovereign nations,  is  under represented in almost all 
international institutions.

The “Rise of the South” is a much larger phenomenon as many developing countries are becoming 
leading actors on the world stage and are witnessing accelerated achievements in education, health, 
infrastructures and incomes (wealth) as measured in the HDI, to the extent that no country for which 
data was available had a lower HDI value in 2012 than in 2000. The Report wants increased focus in: 



enhancing equity, including in gender; enabling greater voice and participation of citizens, including 
youth; confronting environmental pressures; and managing demographic change. It also called for a 
critical look at global governance institutions to promote a fairer, more equal world. It calls for an 
increase in aid flows to the South as we approach the 2015 deadline for achieving the MDGs. 

“It is worrying that budgetary duress in our member countries has led to a second successive fall in 
total aid,” said Angel Gurria, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
Secretary-General,  “...but  I  hope  that  the  trend  in  aid  away  from the  poorest  countries  would  be 
reversed.”

Job shortages and limited employment opportunities for the youth was identified by the Report as the 
point where “there is a 'south' in the North and a 'north' in the South.” The Report urges the convening 
of a new “South Commission” where developing countries can take the lead in suggesting constructive 
new approaches to effective global governance. “The South needs the North,” the Report says, “and, 
increasingly, the North needs the South.” At the Development Generation Africa International (DGAi), 
youths sees the 2013 Human Development Report as a valuable tool for advancing youth development 
and reaching the MDGs.

                                                                                        © Development Generation Africa International (DGAi)
       ...fuelling the future!


