
 Pacific Youth Summit for MDGs 
8-12 May 2005 TOFAMAMAO, SAMOA 

 

 
Office of the UN Resident Coordinator 
Apia, Samoa 
Telephone: +685 23670 Fax: +685 23555 
email: registry.ws@undp.org  

Participating UN AGENCIES  
UNDP, UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO, UNAIDS 

in collaboration with the Government of Samoa  
MINISTRY OF WOMEN, COMMUNITY & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT  
 

YOUTH STATEMENT ON THE PACIFIC PLAN 
 
Opening statement 
 
We, the youth of thirteen Pacific Island Countries convened at 
the Pacific Youth Summit for the Millennium Development Goals  
at Tofamamao, Apia, Samoa from 9-12 May 2005 commend the 
Pacific Islands Forum Leaders for their vision of a  Pacific Plan to 
guide progress, for a more prosperous future for the Pacific 
island region. In particular, we welcome the four goals, of 
economic growth, sustainable development, good governance 
and security which will deliver tangible benefits to the people and 
communities of the Pacific region. 
 
Strengthening global partnerships is vital to ensuring that young 
Pacific Islanders can become active partners in development and 
the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. Regional 
resourcefulness for development can serve as a means for 
involving youth in creating opportunities for sustainable 
livelihoods and providing openings for today’s isolated youth to 
participate in the global economy.  
 
We as the representatives of Pacific Island Countries believe that 
young people make invaluable contributions to the development 
of the region and invite our political leaders to share our vision 
for the future of the Pacific region. 
 
In support of the purpose, and objectives of the Pacific Plan, we 
encourage the Pacific Plan Task Force to consider the following 
key issues concerning Pacific youth, for incorporation into the 
Pacific Plan. 
 
1. Economic Growth 
Growing poverty and its impact on young people are serious 
issues that affect the development and well-being of young 
people in the Pacific. In a region where there is high youth 
unemployment, young people must be recognized as a resource 
for progressing economic development. Therefore, governments 
should create mechanisms to ens ure that young people are 
involved in the economic development strategies in their 
respective island nations. We are strongly concerned about the 
increasing debt burden on Pacific Island countries. If not properly 
addressed by our current leaders, we and our children will carry 
this burden onwards. 
 
We call for: 
 
1) Conduct baseline studies on the situation of youth in order to 

determine more accurate information on the levels of youth 
in poverty, their access to basic social services as a 
measure of youth affected by poverty of opportunity.  To 
ensure that in all of these studies information is 
disaggregated by sex so that measures of gender equality 
as it relates to youth can also be determined. 

2) Enhance  youth capacity for sustainable economic growth 
and employment through facilitating self-employment and 
youth-enterprise programmes as an example of alternative 
income generation activities in agriculture, tourism and 
trade; 

 
 
 
 
 

3) Initiate non-formal educational programs and strengthen 
apprenticeship schemes to build the capacity of young 
people to be self-sufficient; 

4) Encourage, promote and protect the informal business 
sector; 

5) Expand academic scholarships, internship and exchange 
programs for Pacific youth, with direct employment 
incentives in home countries upon completion; 

6) Strengthen regional partnerships to increase trading 
initiatives between young entrepreneurs; 

7) Advance Information Communication Technology (ICT) for 
development efforts at regional and national level to 
enhance and increase youth productivity , strengthen 
regional youth networks and increase education 
opportunities for youth; 

8) Increase funding commitments by governments, donors and 
development agencies for economic development for young 
people.  

9) Promote short term employment opportunities for young 
people in Australia and New Zealand  

 
 

2. Sustainable Development 
We believe that in achieving the Millennium Development Goals, 
this will contribute to achieving sustainable development. We 
recognize the achievements and significant progress of Pacific 
nations made towards achieving the targets of the Millennium 
Development Agenda1. We believe that youth have a key role in 
participating in decision making for sustainable development to 
understand implications of current decisions as well as receiving 
the mentoring from today’s leaders. We highlight the need for 
Pacific governments to implement the following strategies:  
 
We call for: 
 
1) Education 

- Strengthen measures for ensuring that all school aged 
children attend school eg. legislation and enforcement 
measures; 

- Establish scholarships to subsidise the participation of 
school children from low income families in the formal 
education system; 

- Increase implementation and coordination of lifeskills 
education to empower young people to make informed 
choices and to adopt healthy lifestyles. 

 
2) Gender  

- Establish more regional training programs for leadership 
development of young women; 

- Involve   men in all gender equity programs;  
- Introduce regional programs that provide opportunities 

for young women to fully participate in decision making 
processes, including support for the advancement of 
women in the political arena  

- Apportion a greater priority to achieving the articles 
pertaining to the Convention for the Elimination of all 
forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) by 
implementing the Pacific Platform for Action.  

                                                 
1 The Millennium Development Agenda includes the Millennium Declaration and the 
8 goals to be achieved by 2015.  



 
3) Health 

- Ensure the delivery of quality training programs for a 
greater number of young people in community based 
health work, antenatal care, emergency obstetric care 
and family planning; 

- Promote regional sharing of knowledge including 
traditional medicinal cures, resources and materials; 

- Reduce prohibitive costs of medication through regional 
bulk buying of medicines for preventable diseases; 

- Coordinate and implement awareness programs on 
malaria, other diseases and malnutrition issues such as 
underlying causes of child mortality; 

- Make available finance and resources for HIV/AIDS 
awareness programs and sharing of knowledge in 
regards to essential and affordable social services and 
life enhancement opportunities; 

- Establish a Scientific Research Center for Pacific to 
contribute towards finding a cure. 

 
4) Environment 

- Ensure the effective and timely implementation of 
regional environmental strategies as defined in the 
Pacific Oceans Policy, 2002, and mandates of the 
Alliance Of Small Island States (AOSIS) and Small 
Island Developing States (SIDS), to protect our Islands 
and the Pacific Ocean and its resources. 

 
5) Participation 

- Allocate  a fixed proportion of donor funds to specific 
youth- led and youth-managed sustainable development 
projects; 

- Establish  initiatives for young people to contribute 
productively to food security; 

- Engage  community leaders and faith based 
organization leaders in  partnership with the young 
people to fight poverty; 

 
3. Good Governance  

 
We believe that good governance is founded upon the 
respect for human rights and the equal opportunity for 
development for all communities in the Pacific region. In this 
regard, it is the shared responsibility of public, private and 
civic spheres of  society to uphold good leadership. We 
support the Pacific Island Forum Principles of Good 
Leadership however, we also urge Pacific Island leaders to 
respect and adhere to intergenerational partnerships for 
good governance. Pacific Island youth consider ourselves to 
be guardians of good governance because we inherit the 
decisions of leaders today.  

 
We call for: 
 
1. Stronger linkages between the Millennium Development 

Goals and the Pacific Plan which entails greater 
participation of all sectors of society, inc luding youth. 

2. The utilisation of the Millennium Development Agenda 
as a standard framework for monitoring and reporting of 
the Pacific Plan.  

3. The consideration of forming an independent regional 
judiciary to arbitrate on bilateral and multilateral issues 
of conflict.  

4. Further regional efforts to eradicate corruption and 
maintain transparency and accountability at all levels of 
society.   

5. The need to raise awareness on the concept of good 
governance and civic responsibility for the general 
community and including political, traditional and church 
leaders. 

6. The development of a civic education curriculum for all 
children and young people of Pacific island countries to 
exercise good governance and democratic processes in 
order to influence political processes  and policies.  

  
4. Security 

We recognize that security in the Pacific Plan is narrowly 
defined.  The security of the Pacific region affects the lives 
of every Pacific Islander, most especially, those most 
vulnerable, the young people, women and children and 
therefore, human security which refers to the creation of a 
safe environment for families, women and children is 
imperative.  We fully endorse the Nasonini Declaration on 
Regional Security, 2002, which aims to reduce the threat 
towards governments in terms of national stability and global 
stability. Thus, it is relevant to  the Millennium Development 
Goals, and highlights the fact that there is a need for global 
partnership and development. We urge leaders to consider 
the implications of regional insecurity on the psychosocial 
status of young people and women, affecting their ability to 
develop and prosper. 

 
We call for: 
 

1) Regional partnerships to work together at a regional level to 
provide security to regional hotspots and to protect our 
nations from global threats, including terrorism (gun 
smuggling), drug trafficking and hazardous waste (Waigani 
Convention, 1995); 

2) The harmonization of relevant immigration, customs and 
quarantine policies to adequately protect our individual 
countries and the region; 

3) Overseas donor agencies to assist with building capacity of 
the Pacific region to provide regional security; 

4) Ensure adherence to international United Nations 
Conventions pertaining to the security of women and 
children e.g. CRC and CEDAW. 
Ø Governments and development partners to place 

emphasis on and direct support to meeting international 
commitments, such as CEDAW and CRC that are about 
protecting the family, women and children. 

 
Closing statement 
 
We are proud to call the Pacific region our home and we respect 
our rich and diverse cultural heritage and identity. We envision 
our home as a harmonious and opportunistic environment for: 
 
• Economic Growth 
• Sustainable Development 
• Good Governance  
• Security 
 
We commit ourselves to work together in partnership with 
leaders to achieve the above goals recognizing the close links to 
the Millennium Development Goals. 
 
We also undertake to do all we can to inform our constituencies 
and all young people in our islands to work together to achieve 
the vision of our leaders which we share. 
 
In addition to that, we urge our leaders to continue this dialogue 
with youth and look forward to hearing the progress of the 
implementation of the plan 
 
We are united by our common aspiration for a peaceful, 
sustainable and prosperous future not only for us but for our 
brothers, sisters, children, grandchildren and many more 
generations to come.   
 


