
                            @ AIDS 2006
With over 20, 000 delegates, AIDS 2006 was the largest 
international conference on a single health issue!

High profile delegates to AIDS 2006 included Bill Clinton, Bill & 
Melinda Gates, Stephen Lewis, and (drum roll please) 

…over 1000 youth from around the world!

About the Toronto YouthForce 

The Toronto YouthForce promotes and facilitates meaningful youth 
participation and youth-adult partnerships to raise the visibility 
of youth HIV/AIDS issues before, during, and after the Toronto XVI 
International AIDS Conference through concrete action.  

The Toronto YouthForce is a wide-ranging coalition of non-
governmental and international organizations, coordinated 
by Family Health International, the Global Youth Coalition 
on HIV/AIDS, TakingITGlobal, and Advocates for Youth.  The 
YouthForce works in close partnership with the AIDS 2006 Youth 
Programme, and is supported by UNFPA, UNICEF, the Summit 
Foundation, UNESCO, CIDA, MAC AIDS Fund, and Levi’s. 

The Objectives of the Toronto Youth Force were: 

• To facilitate the collaboration of stakeholders committed 
to youth HIV/AIDS issues at the Conference.

•  To empower young people from both developing and 
developed countries to be effective participants in the 
Conference.

•  To promote youth participation and inclusion of 
youth issues in the mainstream conference agenda, in 
press generated from the Conference and in HIV/AIDS 
programmes and policies in general.

• To gain and achieve international and individual 
commitments which promote youth leadership and 
mitigate the impact of HIV/AIDS on young people. 

TakingITGlobal relied on the following strengths to support youth 
participation at AIDS 2006:

OUTREACH
Access to global youth networks

TECHNOLOGY 
Online tools that empower youth 

EXPERIENCE 
Participation at previous international conferences

KNOWLEDGE
An innovative HIV/AIDS Programme AIDS 2006 Youth Pre-conference 

August 10 - 12 2006
St. Michael’s College
University of Toronto

TakingITGlobal served on the coordinating committee for the 
Toronto YouthForce with Family Health International, Advocates 
for Youth, and the Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS. 

Through the YouthForce, TakingITGlobal worked closely with the 
main conference organizers.

Jennifer Corriero, Executive Director, represents TakingITGlobal on 
the Toronto YouthForce Coordinating Committee



Sucess with Increasing Youth Participation at AIDS 2006

Key Results

• Increased youth participation in the International AIDS 
Conference Local Host secretariat and programme structure 

• Increased numbers of youth scholarships
• Reduced registration fees and expanded age range 
•  Increased number of youth delegates 
•  Enlarged Youth Pre-Conference 
•  Highlighted Youth Opening and Reception 
•  Expanded youth-focused sessions and presenters 
•  Enhanced opportunities to reach young people 
•  Showcased youth space - Youth Pavilion/TYF Booth 
•  Enhanced Web Outreach through the AIDS 2006 Youth Site 
•  Youth Rapporteur Team 
•  High impact advocacy and media campaigns
•  Expanded Toronto YouthForce Media Campaign 
• Continued partnership with MTV: 
•  Real Commitments Made from Leaders and Partners at 

the Youth-Adults Commitments Desk

For more information please visit: 
http://youth.aids2006.org/files/Key Successes.pdf 

Bill and Melinda Gates, co-founders of the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, visit the Commitments Desk

Stephen Lewis, UN Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, 
commits to bringing 13 African young women to the 17th 

International AIDS Conference in Mexico 2008

Toronto Mayor David Miller speaks with youth delegates 
and shows his support for the Toronto YouthForce

“I commit to empower youth directly in the 
decision-making process at City Hall, including in 
preparation for Mexico City AIDS 2008.”– David Miller, Mayor for City of Toronto (Canada)



TakingITGlobal Helps Youth Communicate at AIDS 2006

TYF Advocacy Messages
The Toronto YouthForce Advocacy Task Force conducted an     
e-consultation through TakingITGlobal’s online tools with 218 
youth from 36 countries, resulting in the key messages of the 
Toronto YouthForce.

LISTEN:  Involve us in decision making that affects our 
lives.

MONEY:  We need fully funded programs to protect 
ourselves.

SEX:  HIV is spread mainly through sex. We need access 
to condoms to protect ourselves.

TRUTH:  We need comprehensive sex education to protect 
ourselves.

ACCESS:  We need youth-friendly health services, including 
prevention, treatment, voluntary counseling and 
testing, and access to harm reduction programs.

TakingITGlobal designed advocacy materials including posters, 
stickers, postcards, and T-Shirts featuring the key messages.

TIG staff member, Ghazaleh Etezal spearheaded the design of the 
advocacy materials. The entire 600,000 square foot conference venue 
was “postered”, garnering the YouthForce the highest visibility of any 

Conference-wide advocacy campaign. 



TakingITGlobal Leads Media Initiatives for Youth at AIDS 2006

TakingITGlobal coordinated the Toronto YouthForce Media 
Team, which included eleven youth journalists from around 
the world, spokespeople and a documentary team. 

The TYF Media Team produced:

• 40 podcasts
• 140 blogs in French, Spanish, and English
• 30 articles in English and French
• Press kits, press releases and media advisories
• Dozens of radio and TV interviews that were aired on MTV, CBC, 

ABC, CNN, and the BBC
• Three articles on youth featured in the official AIDS 2006 daily 

newspaper

TIG staff member Aurora 
Herrera served as Media 

and Communications 
Coordinator for the 
Toronto YouthForce

Media centre in the Youth Pavilion

TakingITGlobal is co-producing a documentary with InSync 
Video,  showcasing youth achievements at AIDS 2006. Look for 
this exciting production to debut in December!

The film crew and production team at TakingITGlobal includes 
Jarra McGrath and Paul De La Merced 

TakingITGlobal coordinated youth participation in a public service 
announcement for the World AIDS Day Campaign

TakingITGlobal designed and developed the AIDS 2006 Official 
Youth Website which served as a clearinghouse of information 
on all youth-related activities leading up to and during AIDS 
2006 for youth, adults and media. The website featured 
articles, blogs, podcasts and articles by YouthForce journalists 
and youth delegates. 

TIG staff members Xingtao Zhu, Susheela Nirmalan-Nathan, 
Michael Furdyk and Yasmary Mora led the website design and 
development.



Youth Pavillion Stands Out at AIDS 2006

Designing a Space for Engagement
As Co-Chair of the Youth Pavillion Task Force TakingITGlobal 
worked closely with the AIDS 2006 Youth Programme to 
design the Youth Pavillion, housed within the Global Village. 
This space was designed to showcase youth achievements, 
facilitate networking opportunities, provide a youth media 
hub, and continue the momentum from the Youth Pre-
Conference. 

Aboriginal youth gather in the Youth Pavilion

Over 400 commitments to youth were made at the Youth-
Adult Commitments Desk, including Dr. Peter Piot’s 
commitment to start a youth internship program at UNAIDS. 

Forty sessions were held throughout the conference, including 
lively performances using music, theatre, and film. The Pavilion 
was hailed as one of the most interactive and engaging spaces 
within the entire Conference. 



TIG Xpress Photo Exhibit is Showcased

TakingITGlobal created the web platform for AIDS: Picture 
Change, an exhibit that travels to Canadian high schools 
and universities. Picture Change encourages youth to use 
photography, and share their experience. Photos from this 
exhibit were also highlighted in the Youth Pavilion.
http://www.picturechange.ca

Guide to Action Launches at TIG Open House
During the week of the conference, TakingITGlobal held an 
open house at its Toronto headquarters and launched the 
TakingITGlobal HIV/AIDS Youth Guide to Action. 

This interactive Guide contains valuable resources, and is 
designed to help youth take action on HIV/AIDS. Check it 
out at : http://www.takingitglobal.org/action/guide/hivaids/
network.html

TakingITGlobal Inspires Action on HIV/AIDS

TIG Xpress is a photo exhibit that helps students explore the 
social aspects of the AIDS pandemic. This exciting educational 
tool was on display in the Youth Pavilion during the week of 
the conference.

Picture Change Webumentary is Launched

Watch the Picture Change Webumentary produced by TIG staff 
member Paul De La Merced
http://picturechange.ca/en/exhibit/webumentary/

Thanks to all staff and volunteers who worked on this project!



Alex McClelland, 
worked as the Youth 
Coordinator at the 
AIDS 2006 Toronto 
Host Secretariat for the 
XVI International AIDS 
Conference. His passion 
and commitment to 
his mandate was key to 
supporting the overall 
success of meaningful 
youth participation at the 
conference. 

Special Thanks

TakingITGlobal had a strong presence at the AIDS 2006 with 
hundreds of members and a team of staff who attended either 
as delagates or part of the Toronto Youth Force Media Team. 
The team of staff includes: Adam Clare, Aurora Herrera, Ayla 
Khosroshahi, Gabriel Grant, Ghazaleh Etezal, Hugh Switzer, Incia 
Zaffar Khan, Jarra McGrath, Jennifer Corriero, Jocelyn Sweet,v Kate 
Raynes-Goldie, Kimia Ghomeshi, Luke Walker, Layusa Isa-Odidi,  
Madelaine Hamilton, Michael Furdyk, Mwansa Njelesani, Olivia 
Landolt, Paul De La Merced, Pemma Muzumdar, Simon Gargonne, 
Stephanie Penev, Tala Nabusi, Xingtao Zhu and Yasmary Mora.

Mwansa Njelesani, 
TakingITGlobal’s HIV/AIDS 
Program Coordinator, was 
selected as Co-Chair of the 
AIDS 2006 Youth Advisory 
Committee and also served 
as Co-Chair of the Youth 
Pavillion Task Force and 
Media Communications 
Task Force.  Her Leadership 
allowed TakingITGlobal to 
effectively carry out various 
roles and responsibilities. 

TakingITGlobal was honoured to have such a high level of involvement with the Toronto YouthForce and the AIDS 2006 Youth Programme.
We look forward to seeing you in Mexico City, at the next International AIDS Conference in 2008!

TakingITGlobal would like to thank fellow Coordinating Committee members for the Toronto Youth 
Force represented by: Laura Skolnik from Family Health International, Joya Banerjee from the Global 
Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS and Beth Pellettieri from Advocates for Youth.


